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INCLEMENT WEATHER MESSAGE 
 

Dear Pasco Families: 

 

At least once each year as Superintendent I am faced with the difficult decision of whether or not to delay 

or cancel classes because of bad weather.  No matter what is ultimately decided, someone is unhappy and 

thinks it a poor decision. Much effort goes into the process described below to make the best call possible. 

 

We will only alter the regular schedule when it is deemed necessary for the health, comfort, and safety of 

our students and staff. We also consider how subfreezing temperatures affect students walking or waiting 

for buses and whether snow, ice, or freezing fog will be an issue for motorists. We must make a decision 

several hours before you or your children have to venture outside.  Conditions can and do change in that 

interim. 

 

Many factors are taken into careful consideration when making the decision and a thoughtful team of 

District officials provides me with the most up-to-date information possible to make that decision. 

Transportation and Operations personnel are in close contact with the City of Pasco and Franklin County 

road crews, often in the pre-dawn hours, for updates on road conditions and snow removal progress. We 

also monitor the National Weather Service forecasts to try to determine if conditions are expected to 

improve or worsen. 

 

The following is how the determination is made on a bad weather day: 

 

• At 3 a.m., District officials drive bus routes which include city streets, highways, and rural roads. 

Their recommendations, based on years of experience, are the first step in making the decision. 

• At 4 a.m., as Superintendent I receive a briefing, which includes information on the morning drives, 

as well as weather forecasts and traffic conditions. I also consult with neighboring district 

superintendents to share information. 

• By 5 a.m. the decision is made to proceed as usual or to delay or cancel school.   

• If there is a cancellation or delay, that information is posted on the district’s website, www.psd1.org, 

at approximately 5 a.m.  

• Media outlets, including all local radio and TV stations, are informed if there is any alteration to the 

normal schedule.  

 A message is released on the decision via SchoolMessenger to all those parents, employees and 

patrons who have registered for the service. 

• If school is cancelled, then all after school activities, including athletic contests, are also cancelled. 

 

If nothing is announced, then school will begin on time. 

 

There have been times when weather takes a change for the worse after an initial decision is publicized 

and it becomes necessary to delay or close schools or restrict bus routes.  If changes are made subsequent 

to the earlier decision, the same process of notification described above will be implemented and the 

change must be called by 7 a.m.  You are encouraged to check the District website and seek information 

from local media outlets before sending your students to school.  
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There are also times when the weather improves quickly, leaving some to wonder why it wasn’t business 

as usual.  Once the final decision is made at 7 a.m. and buses are running, it is too late to change.   

 

These are always difficult decisions to make and no matter the decision, someone is usually unhappy.  It 

is always the parents’ prerogative to ultimately decide whether to send their students to school, after 

assessing the specific conditions in their own neighborhoods, which can vary widely across the District.  

 

Many parents are concerned about learning time and snow make-up days. Although the District does not 

make up delayed starts, we are required to make up any cancelled days. Therefore, if we do have to cancel 

school, then “snow make-up” days will be held before summer break. These dates are scheduled and you 

can find them on the District calendar. 

 

We do all we can to plan for the unpredictable, but we won’t really know until the choice is here. 

Let’s hope for a mild winter and clear choices. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Saundra L. Hill 

Superintendent 

 


