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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 1  

Comp. 1.1) 

 

1.1.1 

 
 Uses drama, visuals (e.g., word 

web, list, drawing), concrete 

objects, and/or first language to 

generate ideas and plan writing 

 Uses words and gestures to 

participate in class brainstorm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 

 Uses drama, visuals, concrete 

objects, and/or first language  

to generate ideas and plan 

writing 

 Plans using teacher-modeled 

visual tools (e.g., webs, 

diagrams, drawings, graphic 

organizers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 

 Uses drama, visuals, concrete 

objects, and/or first language 

to generate ideas and plan 

writing 

 Plans using teacher-modeled 

visual tools (e.g., webs, 

diagrams, drawings, graphic 

organizers)  

 Maintain log or journal using 

words,  pictures, and/or first 

language to collect and 

explore and ideas 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 

 Uses drama, visuals, 

concrete objects, and/or first 

language to generate ideas 

and plan writing 

 Plans using teacher-modeled 

visual tools (e.g., webs, 

diagrams, drawings, graphic 

organizers)  

 Maintain log or journal 

using words,  pictures, 

and/or first language to 

collect and explore and 

ideas 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 



4/18/2011  

4 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 1  

Comp. 1.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1.1 

 

 

 

 Uses drama, visuals (e.g., word 

web, list, drawing), and 

concrete objects to generate 

ideas and plan writing 

 

 Speaks in words and phrases to 

generate ideas and rehearse 

writing (e.g., class brainstorm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Speaks in words and phrases 

to generate ideas and rehearse 

writing (e.g., class brainstorm, 

dialogue with a partner, role 

playing) 

 Plans with some detail using 

visual tools (e.g., webs, 

diagrams, drawings, graphic 

organizers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 

 Uses teacher-selected 

prewriting strategy (e.g., story 

mapping, listing, webbing, 

jotting, outlining, free writing, 

brainstorming) 

 Gather information from 

teacher-selected resources and 

record using visual tools (e.g., 

webs, diagrams, drawings, 

graphic organizers) 

 

 Maintain log or journal using 

words,  phrases, and/or first 

language to collect and 

explore and ideas 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 

 Uses teacher-selected 

prewriting strategy (e.g., 

story mapping, listing, 

webbing, jotting, outlining, 

free writing, brainstorming) 

 Gather information from 

teacher-selected resources 

and record using visual tools 

(e.g., webs, diagrams, 

drawings, graphic 

organizers) 

 Maintain log or journal 

using words,  phrases, 

and/or first language to 

collect and explore and 

ideas 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 

Intermediate 
(EALR 1  

Comp. 1.1) 

 

 

 

 

1.1.1 

 

 

 Speaks in simple sentences to 

generate ideas and rehearse 

writing (e.g., class brainstorm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses visual tools for planning 

(e.g., word web, list, story 

frame, drawing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate idea 

 

 Speaks in simple sentences to 

generate ideas and rehearse 

writing (e.g., dialogue with a 

partner, role playing) 

 

 

 

 

 Plans with some detail using 

visual tools (e.g., webs, 

diagrams, drawings, graphic 

organizers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Uses two or more prewriting 

strategies (e.g., story mapping, 

listing, webbing, jotting, 

outlining, free writing, 

brainstorming)  

 

 

 

 Gathers and paraphrases 

information from teacher-

selected resources and uses an 

organizer to analyze and 

evaluate information to plan 

writing 

 Maintain log or journal using 

simple sentences to collect and 

explore and ideas 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Uses a variety of prewriting 

strategies (e.g., story 

mapping, listing, webbing, 

jotting, outlining, free 

writing, brainstorming) to 

determine purpose and 

audience, and/or organize 

text 

 Gathers and paraphrases 

information from a limited 

range of resources and uses 

an organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and evaluate 

information to plan writing 

 Maintain log or journal 

using simple sentences to 

collect and explore and 

ideas 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Advanced 
(EALR 1  

Comp. 1.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 Talks to generate ideas and 

rehearse writing (e.g., class 

brainstorm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses visual tools for planning 

(e.g., word web, list, story 

frame, drawing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Speaks in descriptive 

sentences to generate ideas 

and rehearse writing (e.g., 

dialogue with a partner, role 

playing) 

 

 

 

 Plans with detail using visual 

tools (e.g., webs, diagrams, 

drawings, graphic organizers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Uses a variety of prewriting 

strategies (e.g., story mapping, 

listing, webbing, jotting, 

outlining, free writing, 

brainstorming) to determine 

purpose and audience, and/or 

organize text 

 

 Gathers and paraphrases 

information from a range of 

resources and uses an 

organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and evaluate 

information to plan writing  

 Maintain log or journal using 

descriptive sentences to collect 

and explore and ideas 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Uses a variety of prewriting 

strategies (e.g., story 

mapping, listing, webbing, 

jotting, outlining, free 

writing, brainstorming) to 

determine purpose, analyze 

audience, and/or organize 

text 

 Gathers and paraphrases 

information from a range of 

resources and uses an 

organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and evaluate 

information to plan writing  

 Maintain log or journal 

using descriptive sentences 

to collect and explore and 

ideas 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

Transitional 
(EALR 1  

Comp. 1.1) 

 

 

1.1.1 

 

 

 

 Talks to generate ideas and 

rehearse writing (e.g., class 

brainstorm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses visual tools for planning 

(e.g., word web, list, story 

frame, drawing) 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Generates ideas prior to 

organizing them and adjusts 

prewriting strategies 

accordingly (e.g., brainstorm a 

list, select relevant 

ideas/details to include in 

piece of writing, story board) 

 

 Gathers and records  

information from more than 

one resource and synthesizes 

ideas to plan writing (e.g., 

uses information from the 

internet and other sources) 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Uses a variety of prewriting 

strategies (e.g., story mapping, 

listing, webbing, jotting, 

outlining, free writing, 

brainstorming) to determine 

purpose and audience, and/or 

organize text 

 

 Gathers and paraphrases 

information from a wider 

range of resources and uses an 

organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and/or evaluate 

information to plan writing 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 

 Uses a variety of prewriting 

strategies (e.g., story 

mapping, listing, webbing, 

jotting, outlining, free 

writing, brainstorming) to 

determine purpose, analyze 

audience, and/or organize 

text 

 Gathers and paraphrases 

information from a wider 

range of resources and uses 

an organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and/or evaluate 

information to plan writing 

 

 Uses multicultural literature 

(fiction and nonfiction) to 

stimulate ideas 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

Component 1.2: Produces draft(s).  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.2) 

1.2.1 

 
 

 Draws; labels pictures; copies 

familiar words 

 

 

 Copies and follows patterns to 

write words and phrases 

 

 Participates in a shared writing 

of a draft of text 

 Draws; labels pictures; writes 

familiar words 

 

 

 Copies and follows patterns to 

write words and phrases 

 

 Participates in a shared writing 

of a draft of text 

 Draws; labels pictures; writes 

familiar words 

 

 

 Copies and follows patterns to 

write words and phrases 

 

 Participates in a shared writing 

of a draft of text using a 

prewriting plan 

 

 Draws; labels pictures; 

writes familiar and 

unfamiliar words, sight 

words  

 Copies and follows patterns 

to write words and phrases 

 

 Participates in a shared 

writing of a draft of text 

using a prewriting plan 

 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.2) 

1.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 Writes a caption that explains a 

drawing using words and 

phrases or a sentence frame 

 

 Participates in a shared writing 

of a draft of text using a 

prewriting plan  

 

 

 

 

 Participates using words and 

phrases in a shared writing of 

a draft using a prewriting plan 

 

 Works on a draft over time 

 

 

 

 

 Participates using words and 

phrases in a shared writing of 

a draft using a prewriting plan 

 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

 

 

 

 

 Participates using words and 

phrases in a shared writing 

of a draft using a prewriting 

plan 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

Intermediate 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.2) 

 

1.2.1 

 

 

 

 Uses a plan to write a draft that 

includes one or more simple 

sentences 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft 

text using simple sentences 

 

 

 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft 

text using simple sentences 

 

 Drafts considering audience 

and purpose 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

 Uses a prewriting plan to 

draft text using simple 

sentences 

 Drafts considering audience 

and purpose 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

Advanced 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.2) 

 

 

1.2.1 

 

 

 

 Uses a plan from prewriting to 

write a draft of one or more 

descriptive sentences 

  

 

 Works on a draft over one to 

three days 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft 

text using descriptive 

sentences 

 

 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft 

text using descriptive 

sentences 

 Drafts considering audience 

and purpose 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

 Uses a prewriting plan to 

draft text using descriptive 

sentences 

 Drafts considering audience 

and purpose 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Transitional 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.2) 

1.2.1 

 

 

 Uses a plan from prewriting to 

write a draft of descriptive 

sentences (grade 2) 

 

 

 

 Works on a draft over one to 

three days 

 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft 

text of multiple sentences and 

paragraphs  

 

 

 

 Rereads text and continues 

drafting over time 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft 

text of multiple paragraphs 

 

 Drafts considering audience 

and purpose 

 

 Rereads text and/or feedback, 

to decide if additional drafts 

are necessary 

 Uses a prewriting plan to 

draft text of multiple 

paragraphs 

 Drafts considering audience 

and purpose 

 

 Rereads text and/or 

feedback, to decide if 

additional drafts are 

necessary 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.3) 

1.3.1 

 

 

 
 

 

 Adds details to change drawing 

and/or shared writing to better 

represent ideas (e.g., adds 

clothing to change drawing of 

self) 

 Finds something that can be 

improved in shared writing 

 Finds something that can be 

improved in shared writing 

 Finds something that can be 

improved in shared writing 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.3) 

 

1.3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 Finds something that can be 

improved in group writing  

 Participates in shared writing 

by rereading a text 

 Makes revisions in response to 

teacher questions and peer 

feedback 

 

 Participates in shared writing 

by rereading a text with a 

focus (e.g., add details) 

 

 Makes revisions in response to 

teacher questions and peer 

feedback 

 

 

 Participates in shared writing 

by rereading a text with a 

focus (e.g., add details) 

 

 Makes revisions in response to 

feedback from a variety of 

sources (e.g., teacher 

questions, peers, response 

groups) 

 

 Participates in shared 

writing by rereading a text 

with a focus (e.g., add 

details) 

 Makes revisions in response 

to feedback from a variety 

of sources (e.g., teacher 

questions, peers, response 

groups) 

 

Intermediate 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.3) 

 

1.3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 Finds something that can be 

improved in own and others 

writing 

 

 

 Makes revisions in response to 

teacher questions and peer 

feedback 

 

 Adds details to revise writing to 

better represent ideas  

 

 Begins to recognize overused 

words and make substitutions 

(Grades 1-2) 

 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., checking 

for repetitious beginnings, 

specific nouns) 

 Makes revisions in response to 

teacher questions and peer 

feedback 

 

 Uses classroom resources to 

revise (e.g., word wall, writing 

guide, peers, adults) 

 Deletes or moves text (cross 

out and rewrite) 

  

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., adding 

transitions, deleting 

unnecessary details) 

 Uses effective revision tools 

or strategies (e.g., reading 

draft out loud) 

 

 Makes decisions about writing 

based on feedback from a 

variety of sources (e.g., adults, 

peers, response groups) 

 

 Records feedback using 

writing group procedure 

 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., variety of 

sentence structure and 

length, checking for clarity 

and specific word choice) 

 Uses effective revision tools 

or strategies (e.g., reading 

draft out loud) 

 Makes decisions about 

writing based on feedback 

from a variety of sources 

(e.g., adults, peers, response 

groups) 

 Records feedback using 

writing group procedure 

 

Advanced 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.3) 

 

1.3.1 

 

 

 

 Rereads own writing for clarity 

 

 

 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., adding 

details, substituting words, 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., changing 

words for clarity, substituting 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., 

considering audience and 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses adult and peer suggestions 

to clarify and revise writing  

 

 Revises based on feedback 

 

 

 Participates in peer conferences 

 

 Recognizes overused words 

and make substitutions  

(Grades 1-2) 

 

moving text) 

 

 

 

 

 Uses multiple resources to 

identify needed changes (e.g., 

word wall, writing guide, 

peers, adults, thesaurus) 

 Records feedback using 

writing group procedure 

 Makes decisions about writing 

based on feedback 

more effective persuasive 

language, adding specific 

examples) 

 Decides if revision is 

warranted 

 Uses multiple resources to 

improve text (e.g., writing 

guides, assignment criteria, 

peers, adults, thesaurus) 

 

 

 Evaluates and justifies the 

choice to use feedback and 

revisions 

 

purpose, checking for clarity 

and specific word choice) 

 

 Decides if revision is 

warranted 

 Uses multiple resources to 

improve text (e.g., writing 

guides, assignment criteria, 

peers, adults, thesaurus) 

 

 

 Evaluates and justifies the 

choice to use feedback and 

revisions 

 

Transitional 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.3) 

1.3.1 

 

 

 Rereads work several times and 

has a different focus for each 

reading (e.g., descriptive 

words, active verbs) (Grade 2) 

 

 Revises based on feedback 

 

 Asks others (e.g., librarian, 

principal, paraprofessionals, 

day-care provider family 

members,) to read and make 

comments 

 Participates in peer conferences 

 

 Recognizes overused words 

and make substitutions  

(Grades 1-2) 

 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., adding 

details, deleting sentences or 

phrases, reorganizing ideas for 

meaning) 

 

 Uses multiple resources to 

identify needed changes (e.g., 

writing guide, peers, adults, 

thesaurus) 

 

 Records feedback using 

writing group procedure 

 Makes decisions about writing 

based on feedback) 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., variety of 

sentence structure and length, 

checking for clarity and 

specific word choice) 

 

 Selects and uses effective 

revision tools or strategies 

based on project 

 

 

 

 

 Evaluates and justifies the 

choice to use feedback and 

revisions 

 

 Rereads work several times 

and has a different focus for 

each reading (e.g., looking 

for the strength of an 

argument and organizational 

structure) 

 

 Selects and uses effective 

revision tools or strategies 

based on project 

 

 

 

 

 Evaluates and justifies the 

choice to use feedback and 

revisions 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

Component 1.4: Edits text.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.4) 

1.4.1 

 

 
 

 Participates in group editing for 

punctuation and capitalization 

in shared writing 

 

 Participates in group editing 

for punctuation and 

capitalization in shared writing 

 

 Participates in group editing 

for punctuation and 

capitalization in shared writing 

 

 Participates in group editing 

for punctuation and 

capitalization in shared 

writing 

 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.4) 

 

1.4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 Edits shared text with teacher 

guidance 

 Edits shared text with teacher 

guidance 

 Begins to use references for 

editing  (e.g., word wall, 

personal dictionary) 

 Edits shared text with teacher 

guidance 

 Begins to use references for 

editing  (e.g., word wall, 

personal dictionary)  

 Edits shared text with 

teacher guidance 

 Begins to use references for 

editing  (e.g., word wall, 

personal dictionary) 

Intermediate 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.4) 

 

1.4.1 

 
 Edits shared text with teacher 

guidance 

 

 

 Works with a partner to edit 

writing for punctuation and 

capitalization 

 

 Uses checklist for editing with 

lapses characteristic of English 

learners* 

 

 Uses references for editing 

(e.g., word wall, dictionary, 

peers) 

 Uses checklist for editing own 

work with lapses characteristic 

of English learners*  

 

 Uses references and resources 

(e.g., dictionary, writing 

guides, spell check, peers, 

adults) 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

 

 Uses checklist for editing 

own work with lapses 

characteristic of English 

learners*  

 Uses references and 

resources (e.g., dictionary, 

writing guides, spell check, 

peers, adults) 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

 

Advanced 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.4) 

 

 

1.4.1 

 

 

 Reads own work and makes 

some changes, especially 

punctuation 

 

 Uses spelling lists and personal 

dictionary to check accuracy 

and meaning 

 

 

 Begins to use a simple checklist 

for editing 

 

 Uses checklist for editing own 

work with lapses characteristic 

of English learners* 

 

 Uses more than one resource 

(e.g., dictionary, writing 

guide, spell check, peers, 

adults) 

 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

 Uses checklist for editing own 

work with lapses characteristic 

of English learners* 

 

 Uses appropriate references 

and resources (e.g., dictionary, 

writing/style guides, spell 

check, peers, adults) 

 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

 Uses checklist for editing 

own work with lapses 

characteristic of English 

learners* 

 Uses appropriate references 

and resources (e.g., 

dictionary, writing/style 

guides, spell check, peers, 

adults) 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

Transitional 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.4) 

1.4.1 

 

 

 Reads, identifies, and corrects 

grade-level conventions in own 

work with lapses characteristic 

 Identifies and corrects grade-

level conventions in own work 

with lapses characteristic of 

 Identifies and corrects grade-

level conventions in own work 

with lapses characteristic of 

 Identifies and corrects 

grade-level conventions in 

own work with few lapses  
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

of English learners* 

 Uses spelling lists and personal 

dictionary to check accuracy 

and meaning 

 

 

 Uses a simple checklist for 

editing 

English learners*  

 Uses multiple resources (e.g., 

dictionary, writing guide, spell 

check, peers, adults) 

 

 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

English learners*  

 Uses appropriate references 

and resources (e.g., dictionary, 

writing/style guides, spell 

check, peers, adults) 

 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 

 

 Uses appropriate references 

and resources (e.g., 

dictionary, writing/style 

guides, spell check, peers, 

adults) 

 Proofreads final draft for 

errors 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.5) 

1.5.1 

 

 
 

 Shares drawings and 

participates in publishing group 

pieces (e.g., class books) 

 Shares drawings and/or 

written work 

 Includes title, author, 

illustrations in work 

 Uses a variety of publishing 

options (e.g., poster, book, 

skits) 

 

 Shares drawings and/or 

written work 

 Includes appropriate text 

features 

 Uses a variety of publishing 

options (e.g., poster, book, 

skits) 

 

 Shares drawings and/or 

written work 

 Includes appropriate text 

features 

 Uses a variety of publishing 

options (e.g., poster, book, 

skits) 

 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.5) 

 

1.5.1 

 

 

 

 Illustrates written work 

 

 Shares published work (e.g., 

card for family member, 

drawing for bulletin board, 

author‟s chair, class books) 

 

 Includes title, author, and 

illustrations 

 Shares published work (e.g., 

card for family member, 

bulletin board, author‟s chair, 

class books) 

 

 

 

 Uses a variety of publishing 

options (e.g., poster, book, 

slide show, skits) 

 Shares work using visual and 

dramatic presentations  

 Uses a variety of publishing 

options 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphic and illustrative 

material (e.g., photos, charts, 

graphs, diagrams, maps) 

 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce a 

products from a frame 

 Shares work using visual 

and dramatic presentations  

 Uses a variety of publishing 

options 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphic and illustrative 

material (e.g., photos, 

charts, graphs, diagrams, 

maps) 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce a 

products from a frame 

Intermediate 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.5) 

 

1.5.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shares writing with others (e.g., 

bulletin board, class books) 

 

 

 Reads own work aloud (e.g., 

writing buddy, author‟s chair, 

Young Author‟s Day) 

 Includes text features (e.g., 

title, dedication, headings, 

information about the author, 

illustrations, captions) 

 Publishes for a wide range of 

purposes using a variety of 

formats 

 

 

 

 

 Uses a variety of available 

technologies as part of 

publication 

 Publishes material in 

appropriate form and format 

for visual and dramatic 

presentations 

 Selects from a variety of 

publishing options 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphic and illustrative 

material (e.g., photos, charts, 

graphs, diagrams, maps) 

 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce, design, 

and publish a professional-

looking final product 

 

 Publishes material in 

appropriate form and format 

for visual and dramatic 

presentations 

 Selects from a variety of 

publishing options 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphic and illustrative 

material (e.g., photos, 

charts, graphs, diagrams, 

maps) 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce, 

design, and publish a 

professional-looking final 

product 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Advanced 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.5) 

 

 

1.5.1 

 

 

 

 Selects format for publishing to 

enhance writing 

 

 

 Reads own work aloud (e.g., 

family night, writing buddy) 

 Includes text features (e.g., 

captioned photos, maps) 

 

 

 Publishes for a wide range of 

purposes using a variety of 

formats 

 Uses a variety of available 

technology as part of 

publication 

 Selects from a variety of 

publishing options keeping in 

mind audience and purpose 

 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphics and illustrative 

material 

 Publishes material in 

appropriate form and format 

 Publishes using visual and 

dramatic presentations 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce, design, 

and publish a professional-

looking final product 

 Selects from a variety of 

publishing options keeping 

in mind audience and 

purpose 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphics and illustrative 

material 

 Publishes material in 

appropriate form and format 

 Publishes using visual and 

dramatic presentations 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce, 

design, and publish a 

professional-looking final 

product 

Transitional 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.5) 

1.5.1 

 

 

 Selects format for publishing to 

enhance writing 

 

 

 Reads own work aloud (e.g., 

family night, writing buddy) 

 

 Includes text features (e.g., 

captioned photos, maps) 

 

 

 Publishes for a wide range of 

purposes using a variety of 

formats and explains choice of 

format 

 Uses a variety of available 

technology as part of 

publication 

 Selects from a variety of 

publishing options keeping in 

mind audience and purpose 

 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphics and illustrative 

material 

 

 Publishes material in 

appropriate form and format 

 Publishes using visual and 

dramatic representations 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce, design, 

and publish a professional-

looking final product 

 Selects from a variety of 

publishing options keeping 

in mind audience and 

purpose 

 Publishes using a range of 

graphics and illustrative 

material 

 

 Publishes material in 

appropriate form and format 

 Publishes using visual and 

dramatic representations 

 Uses available technological 

resources to produce, 

design, and publish a 

professional-looking final 

product 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.6) 

1.6.1 

1.6.2 

1.6.3 
  

1.6 does not require specific adaptations for English language learners. 

 

Please note: 

Teachers should consider that ELL students may require more time to complete tasks. 

ELL students require clear, explicit expectations regarding sequence required to complete a task.   

Time management skills should be taught to all students. 

 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.6) 

 

1.6.1 

1.6.2 

1.6.3 

 

 

 1.6 does not require specific adaptations for English language learners. 

 

Please note: 

Teachers should consider that ELL students may require more time to complete tasks. 

ELL students require clear, explicit expectations regarding sequence required to complete a task. 

Time management skills should be taught to all students. 

 

Intermediate 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.6) 

 

1.6.1 

1.6.2 

1.6.3 

 

 1.6 does not require specific adaptations for English language learners. 

 

Please note: 

Teachers should consider that ELL students may require more time to complete tasks. 

ELL students require clear, explicit expectations regarding sequence required to complete a task. 

Time management skills should be taught to all students. 

 

Advanced 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.6) 

 

1.6.1 

1.6.2 

1.6.3 

 1.6 does not require specific adaptations for English language learners. 

 

Please note: 

Teachers should consider that ELL students may require more time to complete tasks. 

ELL students require clear, explicit expectations regarding sequence required to complete a task. 

Time management skills should be taught to all students. 

 

Transitional 
(EALR 1, 

Comp. 1.6) 

 

1.6.1 

1.6.2 

1.6.3 

 

 1.6 does not require specific adaptations for English language learners. 

 

Please note: 

Teachers should consider that ELL students may require more time to complete tasks. 

ELL students require clear, explicit expectations regarding sequence required to complete a task.   

Time management skills should be taught to all students. 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 
EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes. 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Levels 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 2 

Comp. 2.1) 

2.1.1  Identifies intended audience for 

one‟s own picture  

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

Advanced 

Beginning   
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.1) 

2.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies intended audience for 

one‟s own picture or written 

piece (e.g., captions, labels) 

 Writes for self, family, friends, 

and teacher. 

 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 
 

 Writes for self, family, 

friends, and teacher. 

 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 
 

 Writes for self, family, friends, 

and teacher. 

 

 Identifies an intended 

audience  
 

Intermediate 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.1) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes for self, family, friends, 

and teacher. 

 Distinguishes among different 

registers for different audiences 

 

 Identifies intended audience for 

one‟s own picture or written 

piece (e.g., letter) 

 

 

 

 Distinguishes among registers 

for different audiences 

 

 Identifies an intended 

audience  

 

 Recognizes the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 

 

 Distinguishes among 

registers for different 

audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 

 

 Distinguishes among registers 

for different audiences 

 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

Advanced 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes letters using language 

appropriate to different 

audiences 

 Begins to adjust register for 

different audiences 

 

 

 

 Begins to adjust registers for 

different audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 

 

 

 Begins to adjust registers for 

different audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 

 

 

 Begins to adjust registers for 

different audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 Anticipates readers‟ questions 

and writes accordingly 
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Proficiency 

Levels 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Transitional 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1.1 

 

 

 Writes letters, messages, and/or 

instructions for different 

audiences 

 Adjusts register for different 

audiences 

 

 

 

 Adjusts registers for different 

audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 

 

 

 Adjusts registers for 

different audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 Anticipates readers‟ 

questions and writes 

accordingly 

 

 

 

 

 Adjusts registers for different 

audiences 

 Identifies an intended 

audience 

 Respects the cultural 

backgrounds of potential 

audience 

 Anticipates readers‟ questions 

and arguments and writes 

accordingly 
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 WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 
EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes. 

Component 2.2:  Writes for different purposes.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 2 

Comp. 2.2) 

 

2.2.1 

 

 

 

 Draws pictures or writes 

words to communicate with 

others 

 Draws pictures or writes 

words for own purposes (e.g., 

to communicate with others, 

reminders to self) 

 Draws pictures or writes 

words for own purposes (e.g., 

to communicate with others, 

record an observation) 

 Draws pictures or writes 

words for own purposes 

(e.g., to communicate with 

others, record an 

observation) 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.2) 

 

2.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 Writes words or phrases to 

retell, inform, and entertain 

 Writes to a frame to retell, 

inform, and entertain  

 Writes to pursue a personal 

interest, explain, and entertain 

using words or phrases 

 Writes to pursue a personal 

interest, explain, and 

entertain using words or 

phrases 

Intermediate 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes to explain, retell, 

inform, and entertain using 

simple sentences 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes for different purposes 

(e.g., tell a story, explain, 

respond to a question) using 

simple sentences 

 Writes to respond to literature 

in some detail using simple 

sentences 

 Writes to learn (e.g., math 

learning logs, reflections using 

simple sentences 

 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to pursue a personal 

interest, explain, persuade, 

inform, and entertain using 

simple sentences 

 Writes for self expression 

using simple sentences 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., science 

notebooks, math logs, reading 

response journals) using 

simple sentences 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to pursue a personal 

interest, explain, persuade, 

inform, and entertain using 

simple sentences 

 Writes for self expression 

using simple sentences 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., 

double-entry journal in math 

and science) using simple 

sentences 

Advanced 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes to explain, retell, 

inform, and entertain using 

descriptive sentences 

 Writes to respond to literature 

in some detail 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to respond to literature 

in some detail using 

descriptive sentences 

 Writes for different purposes 

(e.g., tell a story, explain, 

respond to a question) using 

descriptive sentences 

 Writes to learn (e.g., math 

learning logs, reflections) 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 Incorporates more than one 

purpose using a form 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to analyze literacy and 

informational texts using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 

 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., science 

notebooks, math logs, reading 

response journals) using 

descriptive sentences 

 Writes for more than one 

purpose using the same form 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to analyze literacy 

and informational texts 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 

 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., 

double-entry journal in math 

and science) using 

descriptive sentences 

 Writes for more than one 

purpose using the same 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

 

 form 

 

Transitional 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.1 

 

 

 Writes to respond to literature 

in some detail 

 Writes to tell stories (e.g., 

personal, „once upon a time‟ 

or „one day‟) 

 Writes to explain  

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes for different purposes 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., math 

learning logs, reflections) 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 Writes for more than one 

purpose using the same form 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to analyze literacy and 

informational texts using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., science 

notebooks, math logs, reading 

response journals) using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Writes to examine opposing 

perspectives 

 

 Writes for more than one 

purpose using the same form 

 

 Identifies purpose of writing 

 Writes to analyze literacy 

and informational texts 

using specialized 

vocabulary 

 

 Writes to learn (e.g., 

double-entry journal in math 

and science) using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Includes more than one 

mode within a piece to 

address purpose 

 Writes for more than one 

purpose using the same 

form 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 
EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes. 

Component 2.3:  Writes in a variety of forms/genres.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 2 

Comp. 2.3) 

 

2.3.1 

 

 

 

 Uses words and drawings to 

label and make cards 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre with a frame (e.g., 

stories, classroom books, 

patterned poetry, notes) using 

words and pictures 

 

 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre with a frame (e.g., 

comics, fairy tales, reports) 

using words and pictures 

 

 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre with a frame (e.g., 

narratives, reports) using 

words and pictures 

 

 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre with a frame 

(e.g., narratives, reports) 

using words and pictures 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.3) 

 

2.3.1 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies and uses more than 

one form/genre (e.g., stories, 

classroom books, notes to 

others) using words and 

phrases 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre (e.g., charts, 

procedures, summaries) using 

words and phrases 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre (e.g., persuasive, 

interviews, brochures) using 

words and phrases 

 Uses more than one 

form/genre (e.g., persuasive, 

interviews, brochures) using 

words and phrases 

Intermediate 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses a variety of forms/genres 

(e.g., journals, fictional 

stories, graphs) using simple 

sentences 

 

 

 

 Selects form to match purpose 

(e.g., a report to explain) using 

simple sentences 

 Uses a variety of forms/genres 

(e.g., directions, fictional 

stories) using simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

using simple sentences 

 Uses a variety of forms/genres 

(e.g., lab reports, biographies, 

research reports, business 

letters, compare/contrast 

essays) using simple sentences 

 

 Integrates more than one 

form/genre in a single piece 

using simple sentences 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

using simple sentences 

 Uses a variety of 

forms/genres (e.g., lab 

reports, biographies, 

research reports, mysteries, 

essays) using simple 

sentences 

 

Advanced 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Explains the relationship 

between form and purpose 

using descriptive sentences 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

 

 Uses a variety of forms/genres 

(e.g., instructions, rhymes, 

letters) using descriptive 

 Selects form to match purpose 

(e.g., a report to explain) using 

descriptive sentences 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

 

 Uses a variety of new 

forms/genres (e.g., scientific 

explanations, newspaper 

 Integrates more than one 

form/genre in a single piece 

using descriptive sentences 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

using descriptive sentences 

 Uses a variety of forms/genres 

(e.g., scripts, debates, 

scientific reports) using 

 Integrates more than one 

form/genre in a single piece 

using descriptive sentences 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

using descriptive sentences 

 Uses a variety of 

forms/genres (e.g., research 

papers, memoirs, editorials, 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

 

sentences (grade 2) articles) using descriptive 

sentences 

 

descriptive sentences resumes) using descriptive 

sentences 

 

Transitional 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3.1 

 
 Explain why one form is more 

appropriate than another 

 

 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

 

 

 Uses a variety of new 

forms/genres using specialized 

vocabulary (grade 2) 

 

 

 Includes more than one 

form/genre in a single piece 

 

 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

 

 

 Selects form to match purpose 

(e.g., a report to explain) using 

uses specialized vocabulary 

 

 Integrates more than one 

form/genre in a single piece 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 Uses a variety of forms/genres 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 Integrates more than one 

form/genre in a single piece 

using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Maintains a log to track 

variety of forms/genres used 

using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Uses a variety of 

forms/genres using 

specialized vocabulary 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 
EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes. 

Component 2.4:  Writes for career applications.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 2 

Comp. 2.4) 

 

2.4.1 

 

 

 

 Writes own name  Writes first and last names,  

address, and phone number 

 Fills out forms with a frame 

using words and pictures 

 Writes invitations with a 

frame using words and 

pictures 

 Writes first and last names,  

address, and phone number 

 Fills out forms with a frame 

using words (e.g., library card 

application) 

 Writes first and last names,  

address, and phone number 

 Fills out forms with a frame 

using words (e.g., library 

card application) 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.4) 

 

2.4.1 

 

 

 

 

 Writes first and last name  Fills out forms using words 

and phrases 

 Writes invitations using words 

and phrases 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term writing projects 

using words and phrases (e.g., 

charts, graphs) 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term writing projects 

using words and phrases 

(e.g., data information 

derived from charts and 

graphs) 

Intermediate 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes first and last name  Collaborates with peers in 

cooperative groups on a 

writing project using simple 

sentences  

 Fills out forms using simple 

sentences 

 Writes invitations using 

simple sentences 

 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term team writing 

projects  

 

 Writes in forms associated 

with specific tasks or careers 

using simple sentences 

 

 Selects information from 

technical documents for 

inclusion in writing using 

simple sentences 

 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term team writing 

projects  

 

 Writes in forms associated 

with specific tasks or 

careers using simple 

sentences 

 Selects information from 

technical documents for 

inclusion in writing using 

simple sentences 

 

Advanced 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes first and last name, 

address, and phone number 

 Writes phone messages  

 Collaborates with peers in 

cooperative groups on a 

writing project using 

descriptive sentences  

 Writes in forms associated 

with specific tasks or careers 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term team writing 

projects 

 

 Writes technical and 

nontechnical documents for 

career audiences 

 Selects and synthesizes 

information from technical 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term team writing 

projects 

 

 Writes technical and 

nontechnical documents for 

career audiences 

 Selects and synthesizes 

information from technical 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

 

documents for inclusion in 

writing using descriptive 

sentences 

 

documents for inclusion in 

writing using descriptive 

sentences 

 

Transitional 
(EALR 2  

Comp. 2.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4.1 

 
 Writes first and last name, 

address, and phone number 

 Writes phone messages 

 Collaborates with peers in 

cooperative groups on a 

writing project using 

specialized vocabulary  

 Writes in forms associated 

with specific tasks or careers 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term team writing 

projects  

 

 Writes technical and 

nontechnical documents for 

career audiences 

 Selects and synthesizes 

information from technical 

documents for inclusion in 

writing using specialized 

vocabulary 

 

 Collaborates with peers on 

long-term team writing 

projects 

 

 Writes technical and 

nontechnical documents for 

career audiences 

 Selects and synthesizes 

information from technical 

documents for inclusion in 

writing using specialized 

vocabulary 

 

 Uses a standard reference 

style consistently when 

writing reports or technical 

documents 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 3, 

Comp. 3.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.2 

 

 Draws and labels pictures 

 

 Dictates ideas that match 

pictures to a scribe using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words and pictures to 

express ideas 

 Uses models to generate ideas 

(e.g., multicultural picture 

books) 

 

 Organizes ideas on one topic 

orally using words and 

gestures 

 Writes a story in pictures and 

words following a pattern 

from literature 

 

 Draws and label pictures 

 

 Develops ideas for topics 

orally and visually using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words and pictures to 

express ideas 

 Uses models to generate ideas 

(e.g., personal experiences, 

observations) 

 

 Organizes ideas orally (e.g., 

beginning, middle, end) using 

words and gestures 

 Writes a story in pictures and 

words following a pattern 

from literature 

 

 Draws and labels sketches, 

illustrations, and/or maps 

 Develops ideas for topics 

orally and visually using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words and pictures to 

express ideas 

 Uses models to generate ideas 

(e.g., science journal, math 

log) 

 

 Organizes ideas orally (e.g., 

beginning, middle, end) using 

words and gestures 

 Writes in pictures and words 

following a pattern across 

content areas 

 Draws and labels sketches, 

illustrations, and/or maps 

 Develops ideas for topics 

orally and visually using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words and pictures to 

express ideas 

 Uses models to generate 

ideas (e.g., science journal, 

math log) 

 

 Organizes ideas orally (e.g., 

beginning, middle, end) 

using words and gestures 

 Writes in pictures and words 

following a pattern across 

content areas 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.1) 

 

 

 

3.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.2 

 

 

 Develops ideas for topics 

orally and visually using 

words and phrases 

 Develops and chooses from a 

list of general topics for 

writing using words and 

phrases 

 Elaborate on ideas using 

words and phrases 

 

 Selects a title for a piece of 

writing 

 Uses simple conjunctions in 

phrases 

 Writes to follow the 

organization of a mentor text 

using words and phrases 

 Selects from a wide range of 

topics 

 

 Maintains focus on specific 

topic using words and phrases 

 

 

 Uses personal experience and 

observation to support ideas 

 

 Selects appropriate title for a 

piece of writing 

 Uses conjunctions in phrases 

 

 Writes to follow the 

organization of a mentor text 

using words and phrases 

 Selects from a wide range of 

topics 

 

 Maintains focus on specific 

topic using words and phrases 

 

 

 Uses personal experience and 

observation to support ideas 

 

 Selects appropriate title for a 

piece of writing 

 Uses conjunctions in phrases 

 

 Writes to follow the 

organization of a mentor text 

using words and phrases 

 Selects from a wide range of 

topics 

 

 Maintains focus on specific 

topic using words and 

phrases 

 

 Uses personal experience 

and observation to support 

ideas 

 Selects appropriate title for 

a piece of writing 

 Uses conjunctions in 

phrases 

 Writes to follow the 

organization of a mentor 

text using words and 

phrases 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Intermediate 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.2 

 Develops list of specific topics 

for writing 

 

 

 Selects from a list of specific 

topics for writing  

 Maintains focus on a specific 

topic using simple sentences 

 Includes supporting 

information (e.g., adjectives) 

 

 

 Selects appropriate title for a 

piece of writing 

 

 

 Groups related ideas using 

simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 Begins to use transitions in 

simple sentences 

 

 

 Organizes writing (e.g., 

sequential, using categories) 

using simple sentences 

 

 Selects a narrow topic from 

wide range (e.g., from „pets‟, 

to „My dog is smart‟) 

 

 Selects relevant details 

 

 Maintains focus on a specific 

topic using simple sentences 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or research 

to support opinions and ideas 

 

 Develops character, setting, 

and events within plot when 

writing a narrative 

 

 Organizes ideas into logical 

chunks of information (e.g., 

paragraphs and tables) using 

simple sentences 

 Constructs recognizable 

introduction and conclusion 

using simple sentences 

 Uses transition words to make 

connections (e.g., 

chronological and ordinal) 

using simple sentences  

 Organizes writing clearly 

(e.g., comparisons and 

narratives) 

 

 Narrows topic with controlling 

idea (e.g., thesis statement) 

using simple sentences 

 

 Select details relevant to the 

topic to extend ideas and 

develop elaboration using 

simple sentences 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or research 

to support conclusions 

 

 Varies method of developing 

character and setting in simple 

sentences 

 

 Writes in unified, cohesive 

paragraphs using simple 

sentences 

 

 Constructs compelling 

introduction and conclusion 

using simple sentences 

 Uses transitions to show 

relationships among ideas in 

simple sentences (e.g., if-then) 

 

 Uses organizational patterns as 

determined by purpose using 

simple sentences 

 Narrows topic with 

controlling idea (e.g., thesis 

statement) using simple 

sentences 

 Select details relevant to the 

topic to extend ideas and 

develop elaboration using 

simple sentences 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or 

research to support 

conclusions 

 Varies method of 

developing character and 

setting in simple sentences 

 

 Writes in unified, cohesive 

paragraphs using simple 

sentences 

 

 Constructs engaging 

introduction and conclusion 

using simple sentences 

 Uses transitions to show 

logical relationships among 

ideas in simple sentences 

(e.g., „In fact,…‟) 

 Selects and uses 

organizational patterns as 

determined by purpose 

using simple sentences 

Advanced 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Develops list of specific topics 

for writing 

 

 

 Selects from a list of specific 

topics for writing  

 

 Maintains focus on a specific 

topic using descriptive 

sentences 

 Narrows topic with controlling 

idea (e.g., „football‟ to „The 

Seahawks went to the Super 

Bowl‟) 

 Selects relevant details and 

elaborates using descriptive 

sentences 

 Maintains focus on a specific 

topic using descriptive 

sentences 

 Presents a central idea, theme, 

and manageable thesis using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 Select specific details relevant 

to the topic to extend ideas 

and develop elaboration using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 

 Presents a central idea, 

theme, and manageable 

thesis using descriptive 

sentences 

 Select specific details 

relevant to the topic to 

extend ideas and develop 

elaboration using 

descriptive sentences 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.2 

 

 

 Includes supporting 

information (e.g., examples, 

personal experiences) 

 

 

 Selects appropriate title for a 

piece of writing 

 

 

 Groups related ideas using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 

 

 

 Uses transitions in descriptive 

sentences 

 

 

 

 Organizes writing (e.g., 

sequential, using categories) 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or research 

to support opinions and ideas 

 

 

 Varies method of developing 

character and setting in 

narratives using descriptive 

sentences 

 Writes in logically organized 

progression of unified 

paragraphs 

 Develops interesting 

introduction and conclusion 

using descriptive sentences 

 Uses transitional words and 

phrases and sequences ideas to 

link events (e.g., order of 

importance) using descriptive 

sentences  

 Organizes writing clearly 

(e.g., explanation and 

persuasion) using descriptive 

sentences 

 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or research 

to support conclusions 

 

 

 Varies method of developing 

character and setting in 

descriptive sentences 

 

 Writes in unified, cohesive 

paragraphs using descriptive 

sentences 

 Composes an effective 

ending/conclusion using 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses transitional words and 

phrases to show relationships 

among ideas in descriptive 

sentences (e.g., meanwhile,…) 

 

 Uses organizational patterns as 

determined by purpose using 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or 

research from a variety of 

sources to support opinions 

and ideas 

 Develops elements of 

character, setting, and plot 

in descriptive sentences 

 

 Writes in unified, cohesive 

paragraphs using descriptive 

sentences 

 Composes an effective 

ending/conclusion using 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses transitional words and 

phrases to show 

relationships among ideas in 

descriptive sentences (e.g., 

as a result of,…) 

 Selects and uses 

organizational patterns as 

determined by purpose 

Transitional 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Develops list of specific topics 

for writing 

 

 

 Selects from a list of specific 

topics for writing  

 

 Maintains focus on a specific 

topic using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Includes supporting 

information (e.g., descriptions) 

 

 Selects appropriate title for a 

piece of writing 

 

 Narrows topic with controlling 

idea (e.g., „football‟ to „The 

Seahawks went to the Super 

Bowl‟) 

 Selects relevant details and 

elaborates using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Maintains focus on a specific 

topic using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or research 

to support opinions and ideas 

 Varies method of developing 

character and setting in 

narrative using specialized 

 Presents a central idea, theme, 

and manageable thesis using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Select specific details relevant 

to the topic to extend ideas 

and develop elaboration using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or research 

to support conclusions 

 

 

 Varies method of developing 

 Presents a central idea, 

theme, and manageable 

thesis using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Select specific details 

relevant to the topic to 

extend ideas and develop 

elaboration using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Uses personal experiences, 

observations, and/or 

research from a variety of 

sources to support opinions 

and ideas 

 Integrates the  elements of 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

 

 

3.1.2 

   

 

 

 Groups related ideas using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 

 

 

 Uses transitions frequently 

 

 

 

 

 Organizes writing (e.g., 

sequential, using categories) 

using descriptive sentences 

 

vocabulary 

 

 

 Writes in logically organized 

progression of unified 

paragraphs 

 Develops interesting 

introduction and conclusion 

using specialized vocabulary 

 Uses transitional words and 

phrases and sequences ideas to 

link events (e.g., order of 

importance) using specialized 

vocabulary  

 Organizes writing clearly 

(e.g., problem-solution-

outcome) using specialized 

vocabulary 

 

character and setting using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Writes in unified, cohesive 

paragraphs using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Composes an effective 

ending/conclusion using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Uses transitional words and 

phrases to show relationships 

among ideas in descriptive 

sentences (e.g., meanwhile,…) 

 

 Uses organizational patterns as 

determined by purpose using 

descriptive sentences 

character, setting, and plot 

using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Writes in unified, cohesive 

paragraphs using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Composes an effective 

ending/conclusion using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Uses transitional words and 

phrases to show 

relationships among ideas in 

descriptive sentences (e.g., 

as a result of,…) 

 Selects and uses 

organizational patterns as 

determined by purpose 

 

 Emphasizes key ideas 

through appropriate use of 

text features 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 3, 

Comp. 3.2) 

3.2.1 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 

 

 Uses detail and color in 

drawings 

 Listens for voice in 

multicultural read-alouds 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

labels) 

 Uses color and size words 

 

 Listens to different sentence 

structures in read-alouds 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 

 Uses detail and color in 

drawings 

 Listens for voice in 

multicultural read-alouds 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, personal 

dictionaries) 

 Uses descriptive words 

 

 Listens to different sentence 

structures in read-alouds 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 

 Uses detail and color in 

drawings 

 Listens for voice in 

multicultural read-alouds 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

words and gestures 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, personal 

dictionaries) 

 Uses descriptive words 

 

 Listens to different sentence 

structures in read-alouds 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 

 Uses detail and color in 

drawings 

 Listens for voice in 

multicultural read-alouds 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, 

and language activities 

using words and gestures 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, personal 

dictionaries) 

 Uses descriptive words 

 

 Listens to different sentence 

structures in read-alouds 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.2) 

 

 

 

3.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 

 

 

 Uses detail and color in 

drawings 

 Listens for and discusses voice 

of author in read-alouds using 

words and phrases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

words and phrases 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., 

color words, size words) in 

phrases 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

personal dictionaries) 

 

 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

read-alouds using words and 

phrases 

 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 

 

 

 Listens for and discusses voice 

of author in read-alouds using 

words and phrases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

words and phrases 

 

 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., 

color words, size words) in 

phrases 

 Selects interesting and 

effective words from various 

resources (e.g., environmental 

print, word wall, personal 

dictionaries, cultural 

background) 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

read-alouds using words and 

phrases 

 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 

 

 Uses word choice to show 

emotional interest using words 

and phrases 

 Uses book language (e.g., 

mimics voice of character) 

 Adjusts voice for different 

audiences and purposes using 

words and phrases 

 

 Selects specific content area 

vocabulary in shared writing 

  

 

 

 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., 

texture) in phrases 

  

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

personal dictionaries) 

 

 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

shared reading and read-

alouds using words and 

phrases 

 Participates in shared literary 

and content reading/writing 

  

 Writes simple sentences (e.g., 

beginnings, lengths, structures, 

and types) 

 Writes song lyrics with 

rhythm 

 

 

 

 Uses word choice to show 

emotional interest using 

words and phrases 

 Uses book language (e.g., 

mimics voice of character) 

 Adjusts voice for different 

audiences and purposes 

using words and phrases 

 

 Selects specific content area 

vocabulary in shared writing 

  

 

 

 

 Uses descriptive words 

(e.g., texture) in phrases 

 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name 

charts, personal 

dictionaries) 

 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures 

in shared reading and read-

alouds using words and 

phrases 

 Participates in shared 

literary and content 

reading/writing  

 Writes simple sentences 

(e.g., beginnings, lengths, 

structures, and types) 

 Writes song lyrics with 

rhythm 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Intermediate 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 

 

 

 Uses word choice to show 

emotional interest in simple 

sentences 

 Uses book language (e.g., 

Once upon a time,…) 

 Listens for and discusses voice 

of author in read-alouds using 

simple sentences 

 

 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

simple sentences 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., 

color words, size words, 

sensory words) in simple 

sentences 

 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

personal dictionaries) 

 

 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

read-alouds using simple 

sentences 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 Writes a variety of simple 

sentences 

 

 Writes poetry with a pattern 

 

 Uses word choice to show 

emotional interest in simple 

sentences 

 Uses book language (e.g., 

mimics voice of character) 

 Adjusts voice for different 

audiences and purposes using 

simple sentences 

 

 

 

 Selects specific words (e.g., 

hollered vs. said) 

 

 

 

 

 Uses interesting and effective 

words from various sources 

(e.g., multicultural literature, 

cultural background) in simple 

sentences 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

personal dictionaries) 

 Uses literary devices (e.g. 

similes, onomatopoeia) 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

read-alouds using simple 

sentences 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 Writes a variety of simple 

sentences (e.g., beginnings, 

lengths, structures, and types) 

 Writes free verse with 

repeated sentence beginnings 

 Writes in own voice in 

personal narrative 

 

 

 

 Adjusts voice in narrative, 

informational, and persuasive 

writing (e.g., informal vs. 

formal) using simple sentences 

 

 

 Selects and uses precise and 

specific vocabulary in content 

writing using simple sentences 

 

 

 

 Selects and uses persuasive 

and informational language in 

simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses literary and poetic 

devices (e.g., rhyme, 

repetition) 

 

 Writes using a variety of 

simple sentence beginnings 

and structures 

 

 Writes with a rhyme pattern 

using simple sentences 

 Writes in own voice in 

personal narrative 

 

 

 

 Adjusts voice in narrative, 

informational, and 

persuasive writing (e.g., 

informal vs. formal) using 

simple sentences 

 

 Selects and uses precise and 

specific vocabulary in 

content writing using simple 

sentences 

 

 

 Selects and uses persuasive 

and informational language 

in simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses literary and poetic 

devices (e.g., 

personification, analogies) 

 

 Writes using a variety of 

simple sentence beginnings 

and structures 

 

 Writes with a rhyme pattern 

using simple sentences 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Advanced 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 

 

 

 Uses word choice to show 

emotional interest in 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses book language (e.g., In a 

faraway land,…) 

 Listens for and discusses voice 

of author in read-alouds using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., 

color words, size words, 

sensory words) in descriptive 

sentences 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

personal dictionaries) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

read-alouds using descriptive 

sentences 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 Writes a variety of descriptive 

sentences (e.g., different 

beginnings, structures, and 

types) 

 

 Writes poetry with a pattern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Adjusts voice for different 

audiences and purposes using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through language activities 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 

 

 Uses precise words (e.g., vivid 

verbs, specific nouns, sensory 

words) in descriptive 

sentences 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, charts, 

dictionaries) 

 

 Uses literary devices (e.g. 

metaphors, alliteration) 

 

 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose(e.g. 

writer workshop) 

 Writes a variety of descriptive 

sentences (e.g., declarative. 

exclamatory) 

 Writes with a rhythm pattern 

 

 Writes in appropriate and 

consistent voice in narrative, 

informational, and persuasive 

writing 

 

 Writes from more than once 

point of view or perspective 

 

 

 Selects and uses specialized 

vocabulary relevant to a 

specific content area 

 

 

 

 Selects and uses precise 

language to persuade or 

inform using descriptive 

sentences 

 Selects and uses precise 

language in poetic and 

narrative writing using 

descriptive sentences 

 Selects and uses literary and 

sound devices in prose and 

poetry 

 

 Writes using a variety of 

sentence structures and lengths 

 

 

 Writes with a variety of line 

lengths and rhythms for effect 

in narrative poems 

 

 

 Writes in appropriate and 

consistent voice in narrative, 

informational, and 

persuasive writing 

 

 Writes from more than once 

point of view or perspective 

 

 

 Selects and uses specialized 

vocabulary relevant to a 

specific content area 

 

 

 

 Selects and uses precise 

language to persuade or 

inform using descriptive 

sentences 

 Selects and uses precise 

language in poetic and 

narrative writing using 

descriptive sentences 

 Selects and uses literary and 

sound devices in prose and 

poetry 

 

 Writes using a variety of 

sentence structures and 

lengths 

 

 Writes with a variety of line 

lengths and rhythms for 

effect in narrative poems 

 

 Writes short sentences and 

phrases in technical writing 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Transitional 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 

 

 Uses word choice to show 

emotional interest using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Uses book language (e.g., In a 

faraway land,…) 

 Listens for and discusses voice 

of author in read-alouds using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through talking, listening, and 

language activities using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Uses words from 

environmental print 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., 

color words, size words, 

sensory words)  

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, name charts, 

personal dictionaries) 

 

 

 

 

 Listens to and discusses 

different sentence structures in 

read-alouds using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose 

 Writes a variety of descriptive 

sentences (e.g., different 

beginnings, structures, and 

types) using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Writes poetry with patterns 

 

 Writes with a clear defined 

voice appropriate to audience 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 Adjusts voice for different 

audiences and purposes using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Builds a rich vocabulary 

through language activities 

using specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 

 Uses precise language (e.g., 

powerful verbs, specific 

descriptors) 

 Uses classroom resources 

(e.g., word wall, charts, 

dictionaries) 

 Uses literary devices (e.g. 

similes) 

 Selects words for effect 

 

 

 

 

 

 Participates in shared 

reading/writing of poems, 

songs, chants, and prose(e.g. 

writer workshop) 

 Writes a variety of sentences 

using specialize vocabulary  

sentences (e.g., imperative, 

interrogative) 

 Writes with a rhythm pattern 

 

 Writes in appropriate and 

consistent voice in narrative, 

informational, and persuasive 

writing 

 

 Writes from more than once 

point of view or perspective 

 

 

 Selects and uses specialized 

relevant vocabulary across 

content areas 

 

 

 

 Selects and uses precise 

language to persuade or 

inform  

 Selects and uses precise 

language in poetic and 

narrative writing  

 Selects and uses literary and 

sound devices in prose and 

poetry 

 

 Writes using a variety of 

sentence structures and lengths 

to create a cadence appropriate 

to audience, purpose, and form 

 

 

 

 

 Writes with a variety of line 

lengths and rhythms for effect 

in narrative poems 

 

 

 Selects appropriate point of 

view for technical writing 

and/or specific content areas 

 

 

 Writes from more than once 

point of view or perspective 

 

 

 Selects and uses specialized 

relevant vocabulary across 

content areas 

 

 

 

 Selects and uses precise 

language to persuade or 

inform  

 Selects and uses precise 

language in poetic and 

narrative writing  

 Selects and uses literary and 

sound devices in prose and 

poetry 

 

 Writes using a variety of 

sentence structures and 

lengths to create a cadence 

appropriate to audience, 

purpose, and form 

 

 

 

 Writes with a variety of line 

lengths and rhythms for 

effect in narrative poems 

 

 Writes short sentences and 

phrases in technical writing 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies writing conventions appropriate for grade level.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Beginning 
(EALR 3, 

Comp. 3.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2 

 

 

 

 

3.3.3 

 

 

 

 

3.3.4 

 

 Writes uppercase and 

lowercase letters and applies 

directionality (left to right, top 

to bottom) 

 

 

 

 Copies own name and some 

high-frequency words 

 Copies words using classroom 

resources (e.g., picture cues) 

 

 Capitalizes first letter in first 

and last name 

 

 

 Observes and discusses use of 

ending punctuation in shared 

writing 

 

 Writes uppercase and 

lowercase letters and applies 

directionality (left to right, top 

to bottom) 

 Uses spaces between words 

and sentences 

 

 Copies own name and some 

high-frequency words 

 Copies words using classroom 

resources (e.g., picture cues) 

 

 Capitalizes first letter in first 

and last name 

 Capitalizes pronoun “I” 

 

 Observes and discusses use of 

ending punctuation in shared 

writing 

 

 Writes uppercase and 

lowercase letters and applies 

directionality (left to right, top 

to bottom) 

 Uses spaces between words 

and sentences 

 

 Includes beginning, middle, 

and ending sounds in phonetic 

spelling 

 

 

 Capitalizes first letter in first 

and last name 

 Capitalizes pronoun “I” 

 

 Observes and discusses use of 

ending punctuation in shared 

writing 

 

 Writes uppercase and 

lowercase letters and 

applies directionality (left to 

right, top to bottom) 

 Uses spaces between words 

and sentences 

 

 Includes beginning, middle, 

and ending sounds in 

phonetic spelling 

 

 

 Capitalizes first letter in 

first and last name 

 Capitalizes pronoun “I” 

 

 Observes and discusses use 

of ending punctuation in 

shared writing 

3.3.5 

 

 

 

 

3.3.6 

 

3.3.7 

 

3.3.8 

Teachers should emphasize 

written production, not correct 

usage, for beginning ELL students. 

 

 

At the beginning level, English 

learners will not be producing 

much text; there will not 

necessarily be evidence of 

sentences and paragraphs. 

 

Teachers should emphasize 

written production, not correct 

usage, for beginning ELL students. 

 

 

At the beginning level, English 

learners will not be producing 

much text; there will not 

necessarily be evidence of 

sentences and paragraphs. 

 

Teachers should emphasize 

written production, not correct 

usage, for beginning ELL students. 

 

 

At the beginning level, English 

learners will not be producing 

much text; there will not 

necessarily be evidence of 

sentences and paragraphs. 

 

Teachers should emphasize 

written production, not correct 

usage, for beginning ELL 

students. 

 

At the beginning level, English 

learners will not be producing 

much text; there will not 

necessarily be evidence of 

sentences and paragraphs. 

 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.3) 

 

3.3.1 

 

 

3.3.2 

 

 Uses spaces between words 

and sentences 

 

 Uses classroom resources to 

find and check known words 

 Uses legible writing 

 

 

 Uses classroom resources to 

find and check known words 

 Uses legible writing 

 

 

 Uses spelling resources to 

find and check known words 

 Uses legible writing 

 

 

 Uses spelling resources to 

find and check known 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.4 

 

 

 

3.3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.6 

 

 

 

3.3.7 

 

 

3.3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes pronoun “I” 

 Identifies capital letters during 

shared reading and writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Observes and discusses use of 

ending punctuation in shared 

writing 

 

 Uses pronouns as substitutes 

for nouns orally 

 

 Uses singular and plural 

nouns orally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Includes beginning, middle, 

and ending sounds in phonetic 

spelling 

 Develops a personal spelling 

list/word bank with teacher 

support 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes first word in a 

sentence 

 Capitalizes names of people 

 Capitalizes days of the week 

and months of the year 

 

 

 

 Selects end marks correctly 

(periods and question marks) 

 

 

 Uses pronouns as substitutes 

for nouns orally 

 

 Uses singular and plural 

nouns orally 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies complete sentences 

in shared writing and/or text. 

 

 

 Identifies paragraphs in 

shared writing and/or text. 

 

 Spells high-frequency words 

used orally by student 

 

 Develops a personal spelling 

list/word bank with teacher 

support 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes first word in a 

sentence 

 Capitalizes names of people 

 Capitalizes days of the week 

and months of the year 

 

 

 

 Selects end marks correctly 

(periods, question marks, 

exclamation points) 

 

 Uses pronouns as substitutes 

for nouns orally and in writing 

 

 Uses singular and plural 

nouns orally and in writing 

 Begins to use subject/verb 

agreement with „to be‟ and 

regular first and third person 

(e.g., I am, you are; I walk, he 

walks) 

 Identifies complete sentences 

in shared writing and/or text. 

 

 

 Identifies paragraphs in 

shared writing and/or text. 

 
 Cites sources (e.g., lists titles 

and authors) 

words 

 Spells high-frequency 

words used orally by 

student 

 Develops a personal 

spelling list/word bank with 

teacher support 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes first word in a 

sentence 

 Capitalizes names of people 

 Capitalizes days of the 

week and months of the 

year 

 Capitalizes abbreviations 

correctly 

 Selects end marks correctly 

(periods, question marks, 

exclamation points) 

 

 Uses pronouns as 

substitutes for nouns orally 

and in writing 

 Uses singular and plural 

nouns orally and in writing 

 Begins to use subject/verb 

agreement with „to be‟ and 

regular first and third 

person (e.g., I am, you are; I 

walk, he walks) 

 Identifies complete 

sentences in shared writing 

and/or text. 

 

 Identifies paragraphs in 

shared writing and/or text. 

 

 Cites sources (e.g., lists 

titles and authors) 
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Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

  

 

Intermediate 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.1 

 

3.3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses legible writing   

 

 Includes beginning, middle, 

and ending sounds in phonetic 

spelling (grades 1-2) 

 

 Develops a personal spelling 

list/word bank with teacher 

support 

 Uses classroom resources to 

find and check known words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes first word in a 

sentence 

 Capitalizes names of people 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Selects end marks correctly 

(periods, question marks, 

exclamation points)  (grades 

1-2) 

 Uses colon when writing time 

(grade 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Spells high-frequency words 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 

 Uses resources to correct 

spelling for words identified 

as misspelled 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and attempts 

corrections 

 Recognizes and uses spelling 

patterns (e.g., blends, 

digraphs, short and long 

vowels, regular plurals) 

inconsistently 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes abbreviations 

correctly 

 Capitalizes local geographic 

names 

 Capitalizes first word in 

greeting and closing of a letter 

 

 

 

 Uses comma between month 

and year 

 Uses comma between city and 

state 

 Uses comma in numbers 

greater than four digits 

 

 

 

 

 

 Spells high-frequency words 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 

 Uses resources to correct 

spelling for words identified 

as misspelled 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Recognizes and uses spelling 

patterns (e.g., unusual vowel 

patterns, CVVC words, 

affixes) inconsistently 

 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes abbreviations 

correctly 

 Capitalizes local geographic 

names  

 Capitalizes first word in 

greeting and closing of a letter  

 

 
 

 Uses comma between month 

and year 

 Uses comma between city and 

state 

 Uses comma in numbers 

greater than four digits 

 

 

 

 

 

 Spells high-frequency 

words 

 Maintains a personal 

spelling list/word bank 

 Uses resources to correct 

spelling for words identified 

as misspelled 

 Recognizes words that may 

be misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Recognizes and uses 

spelling patterns (e.g., 

visual patterns, 

homophones) inconsistently 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes local geographic 

names  

 Capitalizes first word in 

greeting and closing of a 

letter  

 Capitalizes the title of a 

specific course 

 Uses comma between 

month and year 

 Uses comma between city 

and state 

 Uses comma in numbers 

greater than four digits 
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3.3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.6 

 

 

3.3.7 

 

 

 

3.3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses pronouns as substitutes 

for nouns orally and in writing 

 Uses singular and plural 

nouns orally and in writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes complete simple 

sentences (grades 1-2) 

 Uses commas in a series 

 Uses periods in abbreviations 

 

 Uses hyphen in numbers 

(grade 5) 

 

 Uses pronouns as substitutes 

for nouns orally and in writing 

 Uses singular and plural 

nouns orally and in writing 

 

 

 Uses correct prepositions 

inconsistently (e.g., on the 

desk, in your backpack) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes complete simple 

sentences 

 

 Indents paragraphs 

 

 

 Cites sources (e.g., lists titles 

and authors) 

 

 Uses commas in a series 

 Uses periods in abbreviations 

 

 Uses hyphen in numbers 

 Uses apostrophe in possessive 

nouns  

 

 

 Uses single/plural agreement 

between nouns and modifiers 

(e.g., one child, two children) 

 

 Uses correct prepositions 

inconsistently (e.g., on the 

desk, in your backpack) 

 Uses correct placement of 

pronouns (subject and object) 

 Uses appropriate homonym 

 Uses comparative and 

superlative adjectives 

 

 

 

 Writes complete simple 

sentences 

 

 Indents paragraphs 
 

 Cites sources according to 

prescribed format 

 Uses commas in a series 

 Uses periods in 

abbreviations 

 Uses hyphen in numbers 

 Uses apostrophe in 

possessive nouns  

 

 

 Uses single/plural 

agreement between nouns 

and modifiers (e.g., one 

child, two children) 

 Uses correct prepositions 

inconsistently (e.g., on the 

desk, in your backpack) 

 Uses correct placement of 

pronouns (subject and 

object) 

 Uses appropriate homonym 

 Uses comparative and 

superlative adjectives 

 Maintains verb tense 

inconsistently 

 Writes complete simple 

sentences 

 

 Indents paragraphs 

 

 Cites sources according to 

prescribed format 

 

Advanced 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Includes beginning and 

ending sounds in phonetic 

spelling (grade K) 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 Uses classroom resources to 

find and check known words 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 Uses resources to correct 

spelling for words identified 

as misspelled 

 

 

 

 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 Uses resources to correct own 

spelling 

  

 

 

 

 

 Maintains a personal 

spelling list/word bank 

 Uses resources to correct 

own spelling 
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3.3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and attempts 

corrections (grade 2) 

 Recognizes and uses spelling 

patterns (e.g., blends, 

digraphs, short  vowels) 

inconsistently 

 

 Capitalizes days of the week 

and months of the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses comma after greeting 

and closing of friendly letter 

(grade 2) 

 

 

 

 

 Applies subject/verb 

agreement inconsistently 

 Uses possessive and subject 

pronouns 

 Uses contractions correctly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Recognizes and uses spelling 

patterns (e.g., CVVC words, 

affixes) inconsistently 

 

 

 Capitalizes first word inside 

quotation marks 

 Capitalizes all proper nouns 

 Capitalizes important words 

in a title of a book or article 

(grades 4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses apostrophe in possessive 

nouns  

 

 Uses resources to check 

punctuation (grade 5) 

 Uses quotation marks in 

dialogue correctly 

 Applies subject/verb 

agreement inconsistently 

 Uses possessive and subject 

pronouns 

 Uses contractions correctly 

 Uses correct placement of 

pronouns (subject and object) 

 Uses appropriate homonym 

 Does not use double negatives 

 

 Applies verb tense 

inconsistently 

 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Uses multiple strategies to 

spell (e.g., visual patterns, 

homophones)  

 
 

 Capitalizes first word inside 

quotation marks 

 Capitalizes all proper nouns 

 Capitalizes important words 

in a title of a book or article  
 Capitalizes languages, races, 

nationalities, and religions 

correctly 

 Uses resources to correct 

capitalization 

 Capitalizes the title of a 

specific course (grade 8) 

 

 

 

 Uses resources to check 

punctuation 

 Uses quotation marks in 

dialogue correctly 

 Uses parentheses correctly 

 Applies subject/verb 

agreement inconsistently 

 Uses possessive and subject 

pronouns 

 Uses contractions correctly 

 Maintains consistent person 

 Uses comparative and 

superlative adjectives 

 Does not use double negatives 

 

 Applies verb tense 

inconsistently 

 Recognizes words that may 

be misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Uses multiple strategies to 

spell (e.g., Greek and Latin 

roots)  

 

 

 Capitalizes first word inside 

quotation marks 

 Capitalizes all proper nouns 

 Capitalizes important words 

in a title of a book or article  
 Capitalizes languages, 

races, nationalities, and 

religions correctly 

 Uses resources to correct 

capitalization 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses resources to check 

punctuation 

 Uses quotations marks in 

dialogue correctly 

 Uses parentheses correctly 

 Applies subject/verb 

agreement inconsistently 

 Uses possessive and subject 

pronouns 

 Uses contractions correctly 

 Maintains consistent person 

 Uses comparative and 

superlative adjectives 

 Does not use double 

negatives 

 Applies verb tense 

inconsistently 

 Shows agreement of 
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3.3.6 

 

3.3.7 

 

 

 

3.3.8 

 

 

 

 

 Writes complete descriptive 

sentences (grades 1-2) 

 Identifies paragraphs in 

shared writing and/or text 

(grade 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writes complete descriptive 

sentences  

 Indents paragraphs 

 

 

 

 Cites sources in research 

using a bibliographic format 

(grade 5) 

 Shows inconsistent agreement 

of pronoun and its referent  

 Does not use fragments or 

run-together sentences  

 Indents paragraphs 

 Provides detailed labeling, 

captions,  headings, and 

subheadings 

 Cites sources according to 

prescribed format 

 

pronoun and its referent 

 

 Does not use fragments or 

run-together sentences  

 Indents paragraphs 

 Provides detailed labeling, 

captions,  headings, and 

subheadings 

 Cites sources according to 

prescribed format 

 

Transitional 
(EALR 3  

Comp. 3.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.4 

 

 

 Includes beginning and 

ending sounds in phonetic 

spelling (grade K) 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 Uses classroom resources to 

find and check known words 

 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and attempts 

corrections (grade 2) 

 Recognizes and uses spelling 

patterns (e.g., blends, 

digraphs, short  vowels) 

inconsistently 

 

 Capitalizes local geographic 

names (grade 2) 

 Capitalizes first word in 

greeting and closing of a letter 

(grade 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses apostrophes correctly in 

contractions 

 

 

 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 Uses resources to correct 

spelling for words identified 

as misspelled 

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Recognizes and uses spelling 

patterns (e.g., CVVC words, 

affixes) inconsistently 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Capitalizes brand names 

 Capitalizes geographic 

regions 

 Uses resources to correct 

capitalization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maintains a personal spelling 

list/word bank 

 Uses resources to correct own 

spelling 

  

 Recognizes words that may be 

misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Uses multiple strategies to 

spell (e.g., visual patterns, 

homophones) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses consistent capitalization 

when formatting technical 

documents 
 
 Places commas and periods 

inside quotation marks (grade 

 

 

 

 Maintains a personal 

spelling list/word bank 

 Uses  resources to correct 

own spelling 

  

 Recognizes words that may 

be misspelled and makes 

corrections 

 Uses multiple strategies to 

spell (e.g., Greek and Latin 

roots) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses consistent 

capitalization when 

formatting technical 

documents 

 Places commas and periods 

inside quotation marks 
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3.3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.6 

 

 

3.3.7 

 

 

 

3.3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maintains subject/verb 

agreement  

 Uses possessive and subject 

pronouns 

 Uses contractions correctly 

 Uses verb tenses 

inconsistently 

 Uses complete sentences in 

writing (grades 1-2) 

 

 Explains that paragraphs 

begin with indentation (grade 

2) 

 

 

 

 Uses italics, underlining, or 

quotation marks for titles 

(grade 4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maintains consistent verb 

tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 Does not use fragments or 

run-together sentences 

 

 Uses new paragraphs to 

change speakers in dialogue 

(grade 5) 

 

 Cites sources in research in 

bibliographic format (grade 5) 

8) 

 Uses italics, underlining, or 

quotation marks for titles 

 Uses commas in appositives 

(e.g., Bob, the dog, was fun) 

 

 Uses comma after 

introductory phrase 

 

 Maintains consistent verb 

tense 

 Shows agreement of pronoun 

and its referent 

 

 

 

 Does not use fragments or 

run-together sentences 

 

 Uses new paragraphs to 

change speakers in dialogue 

 

 

 Cites sources according to 

prescribed format 

 

 

 

 Uses italics, underlining, or 

quotation marks for titles 

 Uses commas in appositives 

(e.g., Bob, the dog, was 

fun) 

 Uses comma after 

introductory phrase 

 

 Maintains consistent verb 

tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 Does not use fragments or 

run-together sentences 

 

 Uses new paragraphs to 

change speakers in dialogue 

 

 

 Cites sources according to 

prescribed format (e.g., 

MLA, APA) 
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WASHINGTON STATE ELD WRITING STANDARDS 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.   

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates others‟ and own writing.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

Beginning 
(EALR 4, 

Comp. 4.1) 

4.1.1 

 

 

 

 

4.1.2 

 

 

 

 Participates in group 

discussion about preferred 

stories and authors using 

words and gestures 

 

 Participates in group 

discussion to develop 

classroom criteria (e.g., color 

words, action words) using 

words and gestures 

 Participates in group 

discussion about authors‟ 

styles and techniques using 

words and gestures 

 

 Chooses written work for a 

portfolio (e.g., selects best 

piece from each grading 

period) 

 Participates in group 

discussion about authors‟ 

styles and techniques using 

words and gestures 

 

 Chooses written work for a 

portfolio (e.g., selects best 

piece from each grading 

period) 

 Participates in group 

discussion about authors‟ 

styles and techniques using 

words and gestures 

 

 Chooses written work for a 

portfolio (e.g., selects best 

piece from each grading 

period) 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 4, 

Comp. 4.1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.2 

 

 

 Participates in group 

discussion to identify criteria 

for preferred authors and 

stories using words and 

phrases 

 

 Participates in group 

discussion to develop 

classroom criteria (e.g., 

descriptive details) using 

words and phrases 

 Participates in group 

discussion about authors‟ 

styles and techniques using 

words and phrases 

 

 

 Chooses written work for a 

portfolio (e.g., selects best 

piece from each grading 

period) and justifies the 

decision with criteria using 

words and phrases 

 

 Identifies aspects of author‟s 

craft (e.g., purpose, character, 

voice) using words and 

phrases 

 

 

 Uses criteria to choose a piece 

of writing for inclusion in a 

portfolio 

 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

according to criteria (e.g., 

checklist) using words and 

phrases 

 Identifies aspects of 

author‟s craft (e.g., purpose, 

character, voice) using 

words and phrases 

 

 

 Uses criteria to choose a 

piece of writing for 

inclusion in a portfolio 

 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

according to criteria (e.g., 

checklist) using words and 

phrases 

Intermediate 
(EALR 4  

Comp. 4.1 ) 

 

 

 

4.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies criteria for why 

stories/authors are preferred 

using simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies professional 

authors‟ styles and techniques 

(e.g., use of details, word 

choice, voice) using simple 

sentences 

 Critiques a peer‟s writing and 

supports the opinion using 

established criteria using 

simple sentences 

 

 

 Identifies aspects of the 

author‟s craft (e.g., plot 

development, sentence 

variation, word choice) using 

simple sentences 

 Identifies persuasive elements 

in peer‟s writing and critiques 

the effectiveness in simple 

sentences 

 

 

 Identifies aspects of the 

author‟s craft (e.g., plot 

development, sentence 

variation, word choice) 

using simple sentences 

 Identifies persuasive 

elements in peer‟s writing 

and critiques the 

effectiveness in simple 

sentences 
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4.1.2  Compares own writing to 

checklist (grades 1-2) 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of writing using 

criteria (e.g., checklist) using 

simple sentences 

 

 Selects written work for a 

portfolio and justifies decision 

with criteria using simple 

sentences 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

using criteria (e.g., 6-trait 

writing scoring guides) using 

simple sentences 

 Uses criteria to choose and 

defend choices for a writing 

portfolio  

 Rereads own work for the 

craft of writing (e.g., point of 

view, citations) as well as the 

content (e.g., relevant 

information) 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., selects 

pieces that demonstrate 

growth) 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

using criteria (e.g., WASL 

or 6-trait rubrics) using 

simple sentences 

 Uses criteria to choose and 

defend choices for a writing 

portfolio  

 Rereads own work for the 

craft of writing (e.g., point 

of view, citations) as well as 

the content (e.g., relevant 

information) 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., selects 

pieces that demonstrate 

growth) 

Advanced 
(EALR 4  

Comp. 4.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies criteria for why 

stories/authors are preferred 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies specific strengths in 

writing (grades 1-2) 

 

 

 

 Compares own writing to 

anchor papers and rubrics 

(grades 1-2) 

 Identifies professional 

authors‟ styles and techniques 

(e.g., word choice, 

introductions, endings, point 

of view) using descriptive 

sentences 

 Critiques a peer‟s writing and 

supports the opinion using 

established criteria using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 Explains accuracy of content 

and vocabulary for specific 

curricular areas using 

descriptive sentences (e.g., 

looking for conclusions drawn 

from text) (grade 5) 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

according to criteria (e.g., 

WASL rubric, anchor papers) 

using descriptive sentences 

 Selects written work for a 

portfolio and justifies decision 

 Critiques work, independently 

and in groups, according to 

scoring guide, developed 

collaboratively 

 

 

 Identifies persuasive elements 

in peer‟s writing and critiques 

the effectiveness in descriptive 

sentences 

 

 Explains accuracy of content 

and vocabulary for specific 

curricular areas (e.g., math 

specific words) using 

descriptive sentences 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

using criteria (e.g., 6-trait 

writing scoring guides) using 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses criteria to choose and 

defend choices for a writing 

 Critiques work, 

independently and in 

groups, according to scoring 

guide, developed 

collaboratively 

 

 Identifies persuasive 

elements in peer‟s writing 

and critiques the 

effectiveness in descriptive 

sentences 

 Explains accuracy of 

content and vocabulary for 

specific curricular areas 

(e.g., math specific words) 

using descriptive sentences 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

using criteria (e.g., WASL 

or 6-trait rubrics) using 

descriptive sentences 

 Uses criteria to choose and 

defend choices for a writing 
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4.1.2  with criteria using descriptive 

sentences 

 

 

 

 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., „My word 

choice has improved because I 

use more describing words‟)  

portfolio  

 Rereads own work for the 

craft of writing (e.g., point of 

view, citations) as well as the 

content (e.g., relevant 

information) 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., selects 

pieces that demonstrate 

growth) 

portfolio  

 Rereads own work for the 

craft of writing (e.g., irony, 

tone) as well as the content 

(e.g., relevant information) 

 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., selects 

pieces for culminating 

exhibition) 

Transitional 
(EALR 4  

Comp. 4.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies criteria for why 

stories/authors are preferred 

using specialized vocabulary 

(e.g., description, word 

choice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identifies specific strengths in 

writing using specialized 

vocabulary (e.g., ideas, 

organization, word choice) 

(grades 1-2) 

 Compares own writing to 

anchor papers, checklists, and 

rubrics (grades 1-2) 

 

 Identifies professional 

authors‟ styles and techniques 

(e.g., word choice, 

introductions, endings, point 

of view) using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Critiques a peer‟s writing and 

supports the opinion using 

established criteria using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Explains accuracy of content 

and vocabulary for specific 

content areas using specialized 

vocabulary (e.g., looking for 

conclusions drawn from data) 

(grade 5) 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

according to criteria (e.g., 6-

traits scoring guides) using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Selects written work for a 

portfolio and justifies decision 

with criteria using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., „My 

sentence fluency has improved 

because I use more transition 

 Critiques work, independently 

and in groups, according to 

scoring guide, developed 

collaboratively 

 

 

 Identifies persuasive elements 

in peer‟s writing and critiques 

the effectiveness using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Explains accuracy of content 

and vocabulary for specific 

curricular areas (e.g., accurate 

scientific terms) using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

using criteria (e.g., 6-trait 

writing scoring guides) using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Uses criteria to choose and 

defend choices for a writing 

portfolio  

 

 Rereads own work for the 

craft of writing (e.g., point of 

view, citations) as well as the 

content (e.g., relevant 

  Critiques work, 

independently and in 

groups, according to scoring 

guide, developed 

collaboratively 

 

 Identifies persuasive 

elements in peer‟s writing 

and critiques the 

effectiveness using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Explains accuracy of 

content and vocabulary for 

specific curricular areas 

(e.g., accurate scientific 

terms) using specialized 

vocabulary 

 

 Explains strengths and 

weaknesses of own writing 

using criteria (e.g., WASL 

or 6-trait rubrics) using 

specialized vocabulary 

 Uses criteria to choose and 

defend choices for a writing 

portfolio  

 

 Rereads own work for the 

craft of writing (e.g., irony, 

tone) as well as the content 

(e.g., quotations to support 
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4.1.2 words‟) 

 

information) 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., selects 

pieces that shows complex 

organizational structure) 

 

contentions) 

 Provides evidence that goals 

have been met (e.g., selects 

pieces for culminating 

exhibition) 
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EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.   

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement.  W 

 

Proficiency 

Level 

GLE K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 

Beginning 
(EALR 4, 

Comp. 4.2) 

4.2.1 

 

 

 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals (e.g., add color or detail 

to drawing) 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals 

Advanced 

Beginning 
(EALR 4, 

Comp. 4.2) 
 

 

4.2.1 

 

 

 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals (e.g., add details to 

drawing or writing) 

  

 Monitors progress on a goal 

sheet (e.g., T-chart, „I can…, I 

am learning‟) using words or 

phrases 

 Selects pieces that 

demonstrate new learning 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals (e.g., add details to 

drawing or writing) 

 

 Monitors progress on a goal 

sheet (e.g., T-chart, „I can…, I 

am learning‟) using words or 

phrases 

 Selects pieces that 

demonstrate new learning 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 Writes reflection about growth 

in writing and creates an 

improvement plan using a 

frame 

 Monitors progress on a goal 

sheet (e.g., T-chart, „I can…, I 

am learning‟) using words or 

phrases 

 

 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 

 Writes reflection about 

growth in writing and 

creates an improvement 

plan using a frame 

 Monitors progress on a goal 

sheet (e.g., T-chart, „I 

can…, I am learning‟) using 

words or phrases 

 

 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of 

work 

Intermediate 
(EALR 4  

Comp. 4.2) 

 

 

 

4.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals (e.g., add details to 

drawing or writing) 

 

 Sets goals based on own 

writing and anchor or model 

papers (grade 2) 

 Selects pieces that 

demonstrate new learning 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals  

 

 

 Sets goals comparing own 

writing to rubric and anchor 

papers (e.g., WASL rubric) 

 Selects pieces that 

demonstrate new learning 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work  

 Writes reflection about growth 

in writing and creates an 

improvement plan in simple 

sentences 

 Monitors progress and adjusts 

goals over time  

 

 Analyzes and evaluates goals 

 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 

 Writes reflection about 

growth in writing and 

creates an improvement 

plan in simple sentences 

 Monitors and analyzes 

progress toward goals over 

time 

 Analyzes and evaluates 

goals 

 Maintains a written log of 

long-term goals and a 

portfolio of work 

Advanced 
(EALR 4  

Comp. 4.2) 

 

 

 

 

4.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals (e.g., add details to 

drawing or writing) 

 Sets goals based on own 

writing and anchor or model 

papers (grade 2) 

 Selects pieces that 

 Writes reflection about growth 

in writing and creates an 

improvement plan 

 

 Sets goals comparing own 

writing to rubric and anchor 

papers (e.g., WASL rubric) 

 Writes reflection about growth 

in writing and creates an 

improvement plan in 

descriptive sentences 

 Monitors progress and adjusts 

goals over time  

 

 Writes reflection about 

growth in writing and 

creates an improvement 

plan in descriptive sentences 

 Monitors and analyzes 

progress toward goals over 

time 
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 4.2.1 demonstrate new learning 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals (grade 2) 

 Evaluates own use of writing 

process  

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 Analyzes and evaluates goals 

 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 

 Analyzes and evaluates 

goals 

 Maintains a written log of 

long-term goals and a 

portfolio of work 

Transitional 
(EALR 4  

Comp. 4.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2.1 

 

 

 

 

 Confers with teacher to set 

goals (e.g., add details to 

drawing or writing) 

 Sets goals based on own 

writing and anchor or model 

papers (grade 2) 

 Selects pieces that 

demonstrate new learning 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals (grade 2) 

 Writes reflection about growth 

in writing and creates an 

improvement plan  

 Sets goals comparing own 

writing to rubric and anchor 

papers (e.g., WASL rubric) 

 

 

 Evaluates own use of writing 

process  

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 Writes reflection about growth 

in writing and creates an 

improvement plan using 

specialized vocabulary 

 

 Monitors progress and adjusts 

goals over time  

 

 Analyzes and evaluates goals 

 

 Maintains a written log of 

goals and a portfolio of work 

 

  Writes reflection about 

growth in writing and 

creates an improvement 

plan using specialized 

vocabulary 

 Monitors and analyzes 

progress toward goals over 

time 

 Analyzes and evaluates 

goals 

 Maintains a written log of 

long-term goals and a 

portfolio of work 

 

 

 


