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Exemplar #1

Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

Little Piece
violin



149

2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

The rhythm stays in basic 4/4 time. The notes are
either quarter, eighth, or half notes.

The first three phrases crescendo and descrescendo
and the last two are either loud or soft

The tempo is at a steady, walking tempo.

A phrase lasts between one and two measures and
divided between two beats of rest.

These musical elements work together to create a piece that
captures ones attention with its ever-changing dynamics, yet
is soothing to listen to with its steady tempo.

Exemplar #1
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Exemplar #1

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Little Piece: a

Dynamics, tempo, rhythm.

This variation gives the piece a more upbeat, playful
quality.
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Exemplar #1

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Little Piece: B

Dynamics, temp, rhythm.

The glissandos and 16th note flourishes give a country
western feel to the piece.
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Exemplar #1

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Little Piece: C

Dynamics. Tempo

The notes are played slower and flow more together (there
are no accents) so the piece has a more haunted sound to
it.
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Exemplar #1 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 4
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the elements of music by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement, uses each of the musical elements, includes a
theme and three variations of at least eight measures, and changes the way one
musical element is used in each variation. Meeting all four task requirements
earns the performance four points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4 
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a thorough understanding of the performance process by meeting all four of the
task requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated
in the theme, the first variation, the second variation, and the third variation.
Meeting all four of the task requirements earns the performance four points on
this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 4
This response earns the score of 4 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the responding process by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student identifies the four specific musical elements in the
theme and describes the mood or style they create (rhythm, dynamics, tempo, and
phrasing are identified and explained), and identifies the specific musical
element(s) changed in the first variation (dynamics, tempo and rhythm), the second
variation (the same), and the third variation (dynamics and tempo only). Because
these elements correspond to the changes in the performance and because they are
adequately explained, each is credited. Meeting all four of the task requirements
earns the response four points on this rubric.
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Exemplar #2

Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

Twin Cities Rag
a piano (forte)
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

The bass of the rag falls evenly on the beat, where
as the melody is syncopated over the beat, as is traditional
with the style.

As was typical in Joplin's ragtime, only one
dynamic marking is given at the beginning of the section,
and generally sustained throughout.

The moderato tempo is typical of ragtime, though
not how it was played. Joplin always reminded performers
to play ragtime slow (er).

No phrasing is given, as Joplin mostly did. It is up
to the performer as to what he/she wants to connect or
leave detached.

These musical elements, along with the notes, bring a bright,
enthusiastic mood to the piece. Such was found in the
popular era of ragtime in the earlier 20th Century,
especially in the rags of Joplin.

Exemplar #2
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Exemplar #2

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Variation 1

Rhythm

Making a rag without syncopation is just a song, and
makes it seem very dinky and silly when played.
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Exemplar #2

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Variation 2

Tempo

For the sake of this assignment I made the tempo fast,
which (as evidenced by playing most music too fast)
detracts from the musicality of the piece
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Exemplar #2

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Variation 3

Dynamics

With the many varied dynamics the piece has much more
contrast, which some would say makes the piece more pleasing
to the listener. However, this is not typical of ragtime.
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Exemplar #2 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 2
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
partial understanding of the elements of music by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student does include a theme and three variations of at least
eight measures and changes the way one musical element is used in each
variation. No further credit can be awarded because the performance does not
include a time signature and because it does not use each of the musical elements
(there is no phrasing included). Meeting two of the four task requirements earns
the performance two points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4 
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a thorough understanding of the performance process by meeting all four of the
task requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated
in the theme, the first variation, the second variation, and the third variation.
Meeting all four of the task requirements earns the performance four points on
this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 4
This response earns the score of 4 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the responding process by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student identifies the four specific musical elements in the
theme and describes the mood or style they create, and identifies the specific
musical element changed in the first variation (rhythm), the second variation
(tempo), and the third variation (dynamics). Because these elements correspond to
the changes in the performance and because they are adequately explained, each is
credited. Meeting all four of the task requirements earns the response four points
on this rubric.
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Exemplar #3

Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

A World of Dreams
Piano
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

My time signature is in 2/4 with two beats per
measure and the quarter note gets the one beat.

The song starts out at mp and later changes to mf.

The tempo is 120.

The phasing is used to make the quarter notes go
from one to the other smoother. Also, each measure has
phrasing.

The rhythm combined with the tempo cause the song to have
a slight quick pace. The dynamics and phrasing make the
theme smoother and more effective. Combined these four
musical elements make the theme seem as if its floating, as
in a dream.

Exemplar #3
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Exemplar #3

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Walking the Road of Dreams

Rhythm

The added eighth notes in the top treble clef gives the
composition a mood of “going somewhere” and reaching the
destination.
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Exemplar #3

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Dancing with Dreams

Rhythm in the bass line

The change from half notes to triplets causes a dancing
style to emmerge from the song.



164

Exemplar #3

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Bidding my Dreams Farewell

Tempo is slowed, Rhythm (time
signature changed)

The changing of the time signature to 3/4 and the slowing
of the tempo gives the song a sad mood.
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Exemplar #3 Annotation

Creating — Notation Rubric Score: 4
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the elements of music by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement, uses each of the musical elements, includes a
theme and three variations of at least eight measures, and changes the way one
musical element is used in each variation. Meeting all four task requirements
earns the performance four points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 2 
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a partial understanding of the performance process by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated in
the theme and the second variation. No further credit can be awarded because she
does not perform either the first or the third variation as they are notated. Meeting
two of the four task requirements earns the performance two points on this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating an
adequate understanding of the responding process by meeting three of the four
task requirements: the student identifies the specific musical element(s) changed
in the first variation (rhythm), the second variation (the “rhythm in the bass line”),
and the third variation (“tempo is slowed” and “time signature changed”). Because
these elements correspond to the changes in the performance and because they are
adequately explained, each is credited. No further credit can be awarded because
the response does not identify four specific elements in the theme nor describe how
each helps to create a mood (credit is not given because the explanation does not
show an understanding of rhythm). Meeting three of the four task requirements
earns the response three points on this rubric.
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

March Intro
violin



167

2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

It has similar rhythms in the middle of the piece.

Dynamics start at piano and get a push of sound
at measure 3 with the crescendo. It stays a forte until the
decrescendo at the end.

The tempo is a steady moderato.

Phrasing consist of 3 parts: an intro a middle, and
a finale.

Although in 4/4 time it is an energetic march.

Exemplar #4
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Exemplar #4

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Jazz

Rythm to a swing

It makes it more jazz like. It makes the song flow
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Exemplar #4

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Minimalistic

dynamics are very soft and get even
softer at the end.

This makes for a tired melow song.
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Exemplar #4

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Tempo was changed to adagio

It makes it kind of solemn
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Exemplar #4 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 4
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the elements of music by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement, uses each of the musical elements, includes a
theme and three variations of at least eight measures, and changes the way one
musical element is used in each variation. Meeting all four task requirements
earns the performance four points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 2 
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a partial understanding of the performance process by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated in
the theme and the third variation. No further credit can be awarded because he
does not perform either the first or the second variation as they are notated.
Meeting two of the four task requirements earns the performance two points on
this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating an
adequate understanding of the responding process by meeting three of the four
task requirements: the student identifies the specific musical element changed in
the first variation (rhythm), the second variation (dynamics), and the third
variation (tempo). Because these elements correspond to the changes in the
performance and because they are adequately explained, each is credited. No
further credit can be awarded because the response does not identify four specific
elements in the theme nor describe how each helps to create a mood (credit is not
given because the explanation does not describe rhythm). Meeting three of the four
task requirements earns the response three points on this rubric.
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

Cha Cha
Violin
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

My theme started out in 4/4, so I changed the key
signiture to 3/4. So instead of having 4 beats in a
measure, I will have 3.

For dynamic, I made my theme mf so as a change,
I change it to mp w/some accents.

The tempo for my theme was 132 so I changed the
tempo of this piece to 72. Also I made the song to minor to
created a slow/sad mood.

Rhythm: When you hear this, you will feel like it's a waltz
even though it started out as a cha cha rhymth. The piece
gave you a sophistigated feeling of some sort.

Dynamics: Since it's mp and have accents, this piece will
give you some suspense.

Tempo: Since I change it to minor this piece is going to
sound sad.

Exemplar #5
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Exemplar #5

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Cha Cha & Waltz mix

Rhythm, I changed it from 4/4 
to 3/4.

It gave the music more of a sophisticated feeling and very
“waltzy.”
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Exemplar #5

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Cha Cha in Minor

Tempo, I changed the song from the
tempo of 132 to 72.

Since it's in minor, the song is sad and depress w/its slow
tempo and music.
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Exemplar #5

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Cha Cha Suspense

Dynamic, I changed the song from mf
to p w/accents between notes.

This will make the song suspensful because of the accents
and the quietness of it.
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Exemplar #5 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 3
This performance earns the score of 3 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating an
adequate understanding of the elements of music by meeting three of the four task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement, includes a theme and three variations of at least
eight measures, and changes the way one musical element is used in each
variation. No further credit can be awarded because the performance does not
include each of the musical elements (it does not have phrasing). Meeting three of
the four task requirements earns the performance three points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 3 
This performance earns the score of 3 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
an adequate understanding of the performance process by meeting three of the
four task requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are
notated in the theme, the first variation, and the third variation (although in each
case the last note is short one beat, they can still be credited because this rubric
assesses notation, not technique). No further credit can be awarded because the
student does not perform the second variation as notated (there is no tempo
change). Meeting three of the four task requirements earns the performance three
points on this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating an
adequate understanding of the responding process by meeting three of the four
task requirements: the student identifies the specific musical element changed in
the first variation (rhythm changes from 4/4 to 3/4), the second variation (tempo
changes from 132 to 72), and the third variation (dynamics change). Because these
elements correspond to the changes in the performance and because they are
adequately explained, each is credited. No further credit can be awarded because
the response does not identify four specific elements in the theme and describe how
each helps to create a mood (phrasing is not addressed nor how the other elements
were used in the theme). Meeting three of the four task requirements earns the
response three points on this rubric.
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

THE MUFFIN MAN
DOUBLE BASS
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

Straight, Played As Written.

None, Forte Through Whole

Allegro, Very Fast & Upbeat, Cut Time.

There Is No Real Phrasing In This Piece

These Musical Elements Create An Upbeat Theme It Gets
The Listener Awake & Attentive.

Exemplar #6
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Exemplar #6

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

MUFFIN MAN (#1)

Tempo, cut time to common time.

This made the song much slower giving it much less intrest
and liveliness.



181

Exemplar #6

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

MUFFIN MAN (SWING)

Notation style & rythm

This changed the style of the music to an older “swinger”
style of playing.
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Exemplar #6

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

MUFFIN MAN (#3)

Dynamics

Gives The Piece More Feel & Emotion
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Exemplar #6 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 2
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
partial understanding of the elements of music by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student includes a theme and three variations of at least eight
measures and changes the way one musical element is used in each variation. No
further credit can be awarded because the student does not notate the appropriate
clef, time and key signatures (the key and time signatures are transposed) nor does
the performance include each of the musical elements (it does not have phrasing or
tempo notated). Meeting two of the four task requirements earns the performance
three points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 3 
This performance earns the score of 3 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
an adequate understanding of the performance process by meeting three of the
four task requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are
notated in the theme, the first variation, and the third variation. No further credit
can be awarded because the second variation is not played as notated (the swing
tempo change is not performed). Meeting three of the four task requirements earns
the performance three points on this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating an
adequate understanding of the responding process by meeting three of the four
task requirements: the student identifies the specific musical element changed in
the first variation (tempo), the second variation (“notation style and tempo”), and
the third variation (dynamics). Because these elements correspond to the changes
in the performance and because they are adequately explained, each is credited. No
further credit can be awarded because the response does not identify four specific
elements in the theme nor describe how each helps to create a mood (phrasing is
vaguely mentioned but not in describing the mood or style). Meeting three of the
four task requirements earns the response three points on this rubric.
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

nur drei
Klavier
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

Added a few lengths to notes and then made
following notes in the measure shorter creating a swing
feeling

Just used normal piano dynamics.

Fast tempo to go with the swing feeling

2 phrases, first one moves to its repeating 2nd
phrase, and end of 2nd gives a finished feeling.

I think that it creates the theme jingle idea, and creates
an old-time sport show mood.

Exemplar #7
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Exemplar #7

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

traurig

Changed to minor

Makes it traurig! (sad)
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Exemplar #7

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Drillinge

less beats per measure and triplets.

Upbeat feeling, a little more jazzy.
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Exemplar #7

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Tonart Verwandel

Key change

Same mood, just a different color!
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Exemplar #7 Annotation

Creating — Notation Rubric Score: 2
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
partial understanding of the elements of music by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time, and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement, and includes a theme and three variations of at
least eight measures. No further credit can be awarded because the performance
does not use each of the musical elements (there are no dynamics, tempo, or
phrasing) and does not change the way one musical element was used in each
variation (the third variation is largely unchanged). Meeting two of the four task
requirements earns the performance two points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4 
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a thorough understanding of the performance process by meeting all four of the
task requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated
in the theme, the first variation, the second variation, and the third variation.
Meeting all four of the task requirements earns the performance four points on
this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 2
This response earns the score of 2 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating
partial understanding of the responding process by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student identifies the four specific musical elements in the
theme and describes the mood or style they create, and identifies the element(s)
changed in the second variation (“less beats per measure and triplets”). No further
credit can be awarded because the response does not identify the elements changed
(rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing) in either the first or third variation (noting
key changes is insufficient). Meeting two of the four task requirements earns the
response two points on this rubric.



Exemplar #8
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

violin



191

2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

I used a couple tripletto    , mostly quarter notes  ,
and few half notes

There are many crecendos cres. < & decrecendos
>. Most start at mf & end at p. I did use an accent.

I used a 3/4 time and I thought that it should be
sort of a march.

hmmm in a phrase there was 3 tripletts and 4
quarter notes and 1 quarter tied to another (half note)

This little piece of music creates a mood that gives energy,
even though it is soft, it is strong

Exemplar #8
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Exemplar #8

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

I changed rythem. There are more
triplettes.

This is more upbeat and quick mood
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Exemplar #8

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

The tempo is slower

This may make the mood sad or deppressing...is depressing
the right word?
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Exemplar #8

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

I changed the dynamics

This made it start and end with a bang
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Exemplar #8 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 4
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the elements of music by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement (in key of C with written accidentals), uses each of
the musical elements, includes a theme and three variations of at least eight
measures, and changes the way one musical element is used in each variation.
Meeting all four task requirements earns the performance four points on this
rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 0 
This performance earns the score of 0 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
no understanding of the performance process. The student does not perform either
the theme or any of the three variations as notated (rhythm is not played as
notated in any of them, although he does play more slowly in the third variation
and changes dynamics in the fourth). Meeting none of the four task requirements
earns the performance no points on this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 2
This response earns the score of 2 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating
partial understanding of the responding process by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student identifies the element changed in the first (rhythm) and
second variations (tempo). No further credit can be awarded because the response
does not identify the four musical elements in the theme (phrasing is not
mentioned) and it does not identify the elements changed in the third variation
(how “dynamics” affect the mood or style is not addressed). Meeting two of the four
task requirements earns the response two points on this rubric.



Exemplar #9
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

The twins
the piano
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

There are four beats in each measure and there
are eight measures in the song.

I pushed the notes fairly hard.

The tempo is fast and upbeat

Right now the song has four phrases

The mood created is upbeat and the fast tempo makes it
fun and energetic. It also has a playfull tone which is good
for a funny tv show.

Exemplar #9
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Exemplar #9

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

The Vikings

Phrasing

I changed the phrasing by choosing different notes. Now
that the notes are different I play the second staff
differently from the first.
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Exemplar #9

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

The Timbervolves

Rythm

This time I had three beats per measure. Because of this
the song is very different. It is sad and would be when
something sad happens in the senes.
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Exemplar #9

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are 
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

The Wild

Dynamics

The mood is the same but the song is different because I
will be pushing harder on the keys
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Exemplar #9 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 2
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating a
partial understanding of the elements of music by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student notates the appropriate clef, time, and key signatures
and uses correct bar placement, and includes a theme and three variations of at
least eight measures. No further credit can be awarded because the performance
does not use each of the musical elements (there are no dynamics, tempo or
phrasing) and does not change the way one musical element was used in each
variation (the first variation is unchanged). Meeting two of the four task
requirements earns the performance two points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 2 
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a partial understanding of the performance process by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated in
the theme and the first variation. No further credit can be awarded because she
does not perform either the second variation (a beat is missing in measure 5) or the
third variation as they are notated. Meeting two of the four task requirements
earns the performance two points on this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 1
This response earns the score of 1 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating
minimal understanding of the responding process by meeting one of the four task
requirements: the student identifies the element changed in the second variation
(rhythm). No further credit can be awarded because the response does not identify
how the specific elements of the theme affect the mood or style, and does not
identify how the changes in the first (phrasing) and third (dynamics) variations
affect their mood or style. Meeting one of the four task requirements earns the
response one point on this rubric.



Exemplar #10
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Theme Song

Title:

This theme song will be performed using ____________________________________.

1) Use the staff paper below to compose or notate the theme song.

Distant bell’s
piano
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2) Identify how you used the following musical elements in the theme song.

Rhythm:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

Phrasing:

3) Describe the mood or style these musical elements create in the theme.

In this song, there is a steady rythem. It has all
quarter notes exept the last note to end the song with a
half note.

This song doesn't have a loudness or softness it is
pretty steadily at a medium Dynamic.

I used a fast tempo to liven up the song. With a
slower ending to wrap up the song.

The is a couple different phases in this song. There
are repeating note patterns but different notes.

This song is a upbeat song it brings a happier mood to it.
It has a steady beat so the listener does not have to
really pay attention to each note and it brings out the mood
the song is supposed to bring out.

Exemplar #10
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Exemplar #10

Variation #1

Title:

4) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #1 of your theme song.

5) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

6) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

7) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Distant Bell’s II

Rhythm, tempo; this song is slow in the
begging and the Rhythm changes through the song.

It brang the mood down alot from happy to a little less
happy
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Exemplar #10

Variation #2

Title:

8) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #2 of your theme song.

9) Using a pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are different 
from the theme song.

10) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

11) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Distant Bell’s III

Phrasing, I used different note
patterns on the end of the song with a little slower pace.

It made the ending not as upbeet and happy as the other
song
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Exemplar #10

Variation #3

Title:

12) Use the staff paper below to compose Variation #3 of your theme song.

13) Using a colored pencil, place a box around the specific notated areas that are
different from the theme song.

14) Identify how you changed one of the following musical elements in this 
variation from your theme song: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, or phrasing.

Changed musical element:

15) Describe how this change affected the mood or style.

Distant Bell’s IV

tempo there is a little tempo fast slow
changes.

It is still a happy up beat song.
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Exemplar #10 Annotation

Creating Rubric Score: 1
This performance earns the score of 1 on the Creating Rubric for demonstrating
minimal understanding of the elements of music by meeting one of the four task
requirements: the student includes a theme and three variations of at least eight
measures. No further credit can be awarded because the performance does not
notate the appropriate clef, time and key signatures (no time signature), the
performance does not use each of the musical elements (there are no dynamics,
tempo, or phrasing), and does not change the way one musical element was used in
each variation (the second variation has a pitch change but not a phrasing change).
Meeting one of the four task requirements earns the performance one point on this
rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 2 
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Performing Rubric for demonstrating
a partial understanding of the performance process by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student performs the musical elements as they are notated in
the theme and the first variation. No further credit can be awarded because she
does not perform either the second variation or the third variation as they are
notated. Meeting two of the four task requirements earns the performance two
points on this rubric.

Responding Rubric Score: 1
This response earns the score of 1 on the Responding Rubric for demonstrating
minimal understanding of the responding process by meeting one of the four task
requirements: the student identifies the element changed in the first variation
(rhythm and tempo). No further credit can be awarded because the response does
not identify how the phrasing of the theme affects the mood or style, and does not
correctly identify the changes made to the second variation (“phrasing” is identified
but the changes are actually to pitch) or the third variation (“tempo” is identified
but that is not accurate, as the note values change rhythm but not the tempo).
Meeting one of the four task requirements earns the response one point on this
rubric.
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Directions for Administering the 
Washington Classroom-Based Performance Assessment (WCBPA)

Arts Performance Assessment
Grade 10 Music

Festival Time

Introduction

This document contains information essential to the administration of the Washington
Classroom-Based Performance Assessment (WCBPA) Arts Performance Assessment of Music,
Grade 10, Festival Time. Prior to administration, all students should have received
instruction in the skills and concepts being assessed. Please read this information carefully
before administering the performance assessment.

Test Administration Expectations

• This assessment item is to be incorporated into classroom instruction.
• This assessment item is to be administered in a safe, appropriately supervised

environment following district policy and procedures.
• Accommodations based upon student IEP or 504 plan determine the administration

of this assessment.

Description of the Performance Assessment

Students taking this performance assessment will respond to a performance task and a series
of short-answer questions.

• Performance tasks ask the students to individually create and perform a solo
performance based on the criteria outlined in the task. All performances must be
recorded by videotape to facilitate scoring and to document each student’s
performance.

• Response sheets are provided for student work. All written work must be completed
on these student response sheets.

• Short-answer questions ask the students to supply a response that may be written or
verbal. All verbal responses must be recorded to facilitate scoring and to document
each student’s performance.

Materials and Resources

Students will need the following materials and resources to complete this performance
assessment:

• classroom set of reproduced student tasks, including the glossary of terms,
• classroom set of reproduced student response sheets,
• pencils and erasers,
• photocopy of solo music approved by the teacher,
• variety of piano/keyboard, band, orchestra, and barred instruments,
• access to research materials or a library,
• private rehearsal space(s),
• private performance space, and
• video recorder and tape.
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Teacher Preparation Guidelines

• This assessment is a solo/individual performance.
• Reproduce a classroom set of student task directions, glossary of terms, and student

response sheets found in the Student Task Booklet.
• Provide and/or approve appropriate solo music for the student skill level

before the assessment begins.
• Provide access to research materials or a library. Computer research must be

monitored.
• Students may perform using their voice or any instrument of their choice. The

musical composition must be able to be played by this instrument or sung.
• Provide a variety of piano/keyboard, band, orchestra, and barred instruments.
• Students should practice the introduction and solo independently.
• The student performances must be videotaped for this assessment.
• As an option to a written response, video or audio recording may be used at the

teacher’s discretion. Students being recorded need to be coached to face the recording
device when responding. Students must have a copy of the response sheet when being
recorded.

• Students may dictate response sheet answers for the teachers to scribe.
• The teacher’s role during taping is to read questions. Students may use resources

that are visible in the testing classroom, but the teacher may not prompt or coach
students during the assessment.

• Video setup needs to be in a defined space so that the performer can be seen at all
times.

• Students should be prompted to clearly say their name/number and their current
grade level into the recording device before they begin their performance.

• Students who respond in writing must include their name/number on the response
sheet.

Recommendation for Time Management

Teachers may administer the task in the way that is most practical for their classroom and the
allotted time periods. The following seven-day model is an example of how to
administer the task. This task should be administered in 6 to 7 days. The time frame is based
on a 45–60 minute class session for specialist and classroom teachers. Each individual
instructor should tailor the administration of the task to his/her available class time
and schedule.

Day One Estimated Time:
• 15 minutes: The teacher provides the class with the task and reads it aloud.

The students may ask questions. The teacher answers any questions asked
and distributes all materials.

• 25 minutes: The students start researching the musical piece.

• 5 minutes: The teacher collects all materials.



212

Day Two Estimated Time:
• 5 minutes: The teacher distributes all materials to the students.

• 20 minutes: The students complete their research.

• 25 minutes: The students write the introduction to their solo.

• 5 minutes: The teacher collects all materials.

Days Three–Five Estimated Time:
• 5 minutes: The teacher distributes all materials to the students.

• 25 minutes: Students will have 25 minutes on three different days to practice
their introduction and solo before performing.

• 5 minutes: The teacher collects all materials at the end of each day.

Day Six Estimated Time:
• 45 minutes: The teacher must videotape the performances and collect the

student responses and musical selections after each performance.

Day Seven Estimated Time:
• 45 minutes: The teacher videotapes the remaining performances.

Test Administration

Students may have as much time as they need to complete the task. All students who
remain productively engaged in the task should be allowed to finish their work. In some cases, a
few students may require considerably more time to complete the task than most students;
therefore, you may wish to move these students to a new location to finish. In other cases, the
teacher’s knowledge of some students’ work habits or special needs may suggest that students
who work very slowly should be tested separately or grouped with similar students for the test.

Provide the class with the reproduced student tasks prior to beginning the task. The students
will receive the task that follows. Instruct the students to look at the task. Have the students
read the directions to themselves as you read them aloud. Answer any questions the students
may have before you instruct them to begin.

Say: Today you will take the Grade 10 Washington Classroom-Based
Performance Assessment (WCBPA) Arts Performance Assessment of Music
entitled “Festival Time.”
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Festival Time

Your music teacher explains that you should meet the following task requirements during the
performance of your solo:

• Select a musical piece to perform with the approval of your music teacher.
• Use your voice or the instrument of your choice.
• Demonstrate appropriate performance skills and audience conventions:

• keep eye contact with the audience during the introduction,
• introduce yourself,
• perform without noticeable interruption,
• perform the composition as notated,
• use proper posture,
• maintain focus on your performance, and
• bow or nod to the audience at the end of the performance.

Your music teacher explains that you must meet the following task requirements in your
introduction:

• Introduce the musical piece:
• Say the name of the composer of the musical piece.
• Say the title of the piece of music.
• Identify three facts about the composer.
• Identify the historical period of the piece you selected (e.g., medieval, renaissance,

baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century, etc.).

It’s music festival time. Students come to the festival to share information about
musical composers who created unique works or musical artists who perform unique
works. Your class will be involved in the festival, and your music teacher is giving your
class time to rehearse. You have decided to select a piece of music to perform as a solo
for the music festival. Because this event is two weeks away, you need to begin
preparing for the event now.

Your music teacher requires that you select a musical piece on your own. The festival
requires that you introduce the piece by demonstrating an understanding of the
composer, historical period, and the expressive musical elements within the piece. Your
introduction and solo should be between 3 and 4 minutes long. Your music teacher will
give you time to practice your introduction and solo before performing.

GoOn
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• Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in the
musical piece, are representative of the historic period:
• dynamics,
• pitch,
• phrasing,
• rhythm,
• style, and
• tempo.

Your music teacher has given you 45 minutes to research the musical piece using the student
response sheet to guide you. You will have 25 minutes to write the introduction to your solo.
You will have an additional 25 minutes on three different days to practice the introduction
and solo before performing for your teacher. Your performance will be recorded.

GoOn
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1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:

GoOn
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3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:

GoOn
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Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:

STOP
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Washington Classroom-Based Performance Assessment (WCBPA)
Arts Performance Assessment

Grade 10
Festival Time 

Music Glossary

dynamics—the loudness and quietness of sound

expression—the use of the elements of music (such as dynamics, style, phrasing, and tempo)
to create a mood or feeling

harmony—sounding two or more tones at the same time

key signature—the sharps or flats (or lack of) appearing on the left side of each staff to
show the scale in which the music is written

melody—a series of musical notes arranged one after another

music elements—the basic components that make up musical work: beat/rhythm,
expression (dynamics, style, tempo, phrasing), form, harmony, melody, notation, pitch, texture,
timbre/tone color

phrase—a natural division of the melodic line, comparable to a sentence of speech

pitch—the highness or lowness of a tone

rhythm—the pattern of musical movement through time

style—the unique manner of a piece of music created by a combination of musical elements
such as melody, harmony, and rhythm

tempo—the pace at which a piece of music is performed

timbre—the tone quality or tone color of a singing voice or a musical instrument: soprano,
alto, tenor, bass



Scoring Guide

Grade 10

Music

Festival Time (2005)



4 A 4-point response: The student shows a thorough understanding of 
communicating for a specific purpose by meeting all of the four task 
requirements listed below:
• identifies the title and the name of the composer/musician of the

musical piece,
• identifies three facts about the composer,
• identifies the historic period of the musical piece, and
• provides examples of how four musical elements (dynamics, pitch,

phrasing, rhythm, style, or tempo), as expressed in the piece, are 
representative of the selected historic period.

3 A 3-point response: The student shows an adequate understanding of 
communicating for a specific purpose by meeting three of the four task 
requirements listed above.

2 A 2-point response: The student shows a partial understanding of 
communicating for a specific purpose by meeting two of the four task 
requirements listed above.

1 A 1-point response: The student shows a minimal understanding of 
communicating for a specific purpose by meeting one of the four task 
requirements listed above.

0 A 0-point response: The student shows no understanding of communicating 
for a specific purpose by meeting none of the five task requirements listed 
above.

Introduction to the Scoring Guide

This booklet includes a training set of exemplar student responses. The responses will be used
to instruct teachers how to score student responses using the rubrics provided.

Rubrics

Responding Rubric (3.2)

4 A 4-point response: The student shows a thorough understanding of 
performance skills by meeting all of the four task requirements listed below:
• uses appropriate audience conventions throughout the performance,
• performs the entire solo without noticeable interruption,
• demonstrates appropriate performance skills with the voice or 

instrument of choice, and
• maintains focus on the performance.

3 A 3-point response: The student shows an adequate understanding of 
performance skills by meeting three of the four task requirements listed 
above.

2 A 2-point response: The student shows a partial understanding of 
performance skills by meeting two of the four task requirements listed above.

1 A 1-point response: The student shows a minimal understanding of 
performance skills by meeting one of the four task requirements listed above.

0 A 0-point response: The student shows no understanding of performance 
skills by meeting none of the four task requirements listed above.

Performing Rubric (2.2)

220
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Scoring Notes

The following scoring notes should be used as guidelines when scoring this item.

• In order to receive the points for correct notations with a variety of notes and rests, bar 
lines cannot extend beyond the staff lines.

• Only the final version of the notation should be scored.

• A “variety” of notes and rests would be considered at least two or more note values/rest 
values.

• The notation may include one minor error (providing that it does not impede the 
reading of the music).

• Students may make one minor error in performance (in comparison to the notated music) 
before credit is lost.

• Students should demonstrate appropriate performance techniques by playing the chosen 
instrument at the proper benchmark level. For example, a chorus member should use 
his/her voice unless he/she has had formal keyboard instruction.

• If the melodies used are not original in part or in entirety, the score is an automatic zero.
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Exemplar Responses and Annotations

Student Samples Scoring Note

Some of the samples include student work that illustrates how students interpreted the
directions. Student responses are authentic and may contain spelling errors in order to
demonstrate the type of response a teacher would see and score. Authentic work during
scoring training allows scorers to see that grammar and spelling are not considered
when a score is given, unless the scorer is unable to interpret its meaning.

Purpose of Exemplar Set
The set of exemplar papers is made up of examples of student responses that
represent each score point. Each exemplar paper has been previously scored and includes 
an annotation that provides an explanation about the rationale for scoring.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #1

Danny Boy or Also known as Londonerry Air

Frederic Edward Weatherly (1848-1929)

He was an English lawyer, song writer, and radio
entertainer

Wrote words + music to unsuccessful song he
called Danny Boy, then his sister sent him a tune called
Londonerry Air and he put the tune to his words and
published revisted version in 1913

Weatherly never sent Foot in Ireland

Miss Jane Ross heard the tune playing by pipers and then went to write it down.
Then his (Weatherly) sister heard the tune and sent it to him many years later and
he added his words to the tune and published his revised versian of Danny Boy.



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #1

Romantic Era

Miss Jane Ross - wrote tune to
Londonerry Air/Danny Boy

dynamics - Romantic Composers extended range of loudness
and softness in their music. They did not go further then
piano or forte but used scores with fff, ffff and ppp
markings They changed dynamics alot and sometimes
changes were unexpected.

tempo was used and had a great range.
In the romantic era they used tempo rubato, they could
adjust rythm slightly within a range to slow it down or to
speed it up but would balance it in the end.



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #1

phrasing were short and occured in
regular patters to make balance and proportion together
since it was very important to them. These phrases were
made in the classical era

-Dynamic range is wider and larger range of sound.
Melodies are longer, more dramatic and emotional. Tempos
are more extreme. Formal Structure are expanded.

-Composers found ways to make their musical ideas/lyrics
represent people, things, and dramatic situations as well
as emotional states and even philosophical ideas.

style for the romantic involves more
complex harmonies but with the same principles as in
Classical Styles. Tempos are more radically varied then
previous period styles. The romantics gave their music more
emotions than with the classical styles. And used functional
harmony that continues to become rich, more complex,
dissonart and chromatic. They also have a wide usage of
extended tertian chords.
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Exemplar #1 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 4
This response earns the score of 4 on the Responding Rubric for showing a
thorough understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting all
four of the task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“Danny Boy,” by F.E. Weatherly), identifies three
facts about the composer (Weatherly was an English lawyer, he never set foot in
Ireland, and he merged the words of “Danny Boy” to the tune of “Londonderry
Air”), identifies the historic period of the piece (the Romantic Era), and provides
examples of how four of the piece’s musical elements are representative of the
selected period (in this case, dynamics, tempo, phrasing and style are identified
and explained). Meeting all four of the task requirements earns the response four
points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4 
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for showing a
thorough understanding of performance skills by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student uses appropriate audience conventions throughout her
presentation, sings without noticeable interruption, demonstrates appropriate
skills with her voice, and maintains focus on the performance. Meeting all four
task requirements earns the performance four points on this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #2

Bourree

Georg Friedrich Handel

Handel is known as one of the greatest composers
of the Baroque age, both in vocal and instrumental music.

He drew impartially on German, Italian, French
and English traditions

Primarily a composer for the theatre.

..



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #2

The historical period of Handel's Bourree is the Baroque
age.

This pieces style fits that of a chorale
prelude because its entire melody is represented just once
in recognizable Form.

The phrasing Fits the baroque period
because it has the A-A-B-A structure of a dance.

..



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #2

The capped dynamics represent the
baroque period because they show emotion. (< >)

The repetatre slur-ur-tongue
tongue rhythm is very common in the baroque period
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Exemplar #2 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 4
This response earns the score of 4 on the Responding Rubric for showing a
complete understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting all
four of the task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“Bourrée,” by Georg Friederich Handel), identifies
three facts about the composer (Handel was one of the greatest composers of the
Baroque Age, he drew on German, Italian, French, and English traditions, and he
was primarily a composer for the theatre), identifies the historic period of the piece
(the Baroque Age), and provides examples of how four of the piece’s musical
elements are representative of the selected period (in this case, style, phrasing,
dynamics, and rhythm are identified and explained). Meeting all four of the task
requirements earns the response four points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4 
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for showing a
complete understanding of performance skills by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student uses appropriate audience conventions throughout his
presentation, plays without noticeable interruption, demonstrates appropriate
skills with the clarinet (although occasional “squeaks” can be heard, they do not
detract from the student’s obvious understanding of performance technique), and
maintains focus on the performance. Meeting all four task requirements earns the
performance four points on this rubric.

..



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #3

The lovely song my Heart is Singing.

Edmund Goubling

Born in Middlesex England, 1889.

During world war one, he was injured as a 
British soldier, so he emigrated to the U.S. in 1921.

Not only was he a composer, he was an actor, a
playwrite, and director in London.



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #3

The music selected is in the twentieth century musical
period.

The pitch of the Twentieth Century was
jumpy, which affected. The melody. Systems of the twentieth
century music were odd + unpredictable. Often sounding
clashy, and creating dissonance, melodies + pitch clashed
with accompanyment. In this piece, there are some selected
notes that are naturals, that create an odd balance of
tone

Rythm in the Twentieth Century was
sporadic. Changing from a 3/4 to a 5/4 suddenly was a
very common occurance in this time period, though it is not
so apparent in my piece.



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #3

Dynamics of the Twentieth Century often
emphasized the emotion in pieces. In my selection, dynamics
highlight what the composer was feeling at the time.

Style, broad + free in the Twentieth
Century, was able to change + be unique. My song, a flowy
emotional piece, is romantic + Lovely. The elements of a
song make its style, as do the dynamics, pitch, melody, +
phrasing do in mine.
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Exemplar #3 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 4
This response earns the score of 4 on the Responding Rubric for showing a
thorough understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting all
four of the task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“The Lovely Song My Heart is Singing,” by Edmund
Golding), identifies three facts about the composer (Golding was born in Middlesex,
England in 1889, he emigrated to the United States after being injured in the
British Army during World War I, and he was a composer, actor, playwright, and
director), identifies the historic period of the piece (the “Twentieth Century” is
acceptable), and provides examples of how four of the piece’s musical elements are
representative of the selected period (in this case, melody, rhythm, dynamics and
style are identified and explained). Meeting all four of the task requirements earns
the response four points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 3 
This performance earns the score of 3 on the Performing Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of performance skills by meeting three of the four task
requirements: the student uses appropriate audience conventions throughout her
presentation, sings without noticeable interruption, and demonstrates appropriate
skills with her voice. No further credit can be awarded because the singer does not
maintain focus during the performance (she looks into the audience on occasion
and smiles a big grin at one of her miscues). Meeting three of the four task
requirements earns the performance three points on this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #4

A Legend

Pytor Ilyich Tchaikovsy

Born in Kamsko-votkinsk the 7th of May 1840.

-Tried to kill himself after 9 weeks of being married to
Antonina Milyckmia one of his pupils, but his brother 
saved him

In 1850 he began attending the St. Petersburg of
Jurisprudence, and became a clerk in the Ministry of
Justice.

He was terrified of conducting fearing his head
would fall off. For this reason he conducteted with his left
hand under his chin to keep it attached.



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #4

Romantic period

dynamics - Romantic composers greatly
extended the range of loudness and softness in their music.
The dynamics changed much more often and the changes are
unexpected.

tempo - the tempo was often adjustible
and the singer or pianist could speed up or slow down
during a phrase then balance it out at the end. Rubato
witch means “robbed” or “borrowed” was applied to almost
every song written during the Romantic period.



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #4

Style - Romantic composers marked their
works with many indications of the way they wanted their
music played. The music in the Romantic period were often
made very expressive by the composers.

Pitch - the sound quality was as
important as the other elements.
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Exemplar #4 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting three
of the four task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“A Legend,” by Tchaikovsky), identifies three facts
about the composer (Tchaikovsky was born in Russia in 1840, he tried to kill
himself after nine weeks of marriage, and he was a clerk in the Ministry of Justice
who was scared of conducting), and identifies the historic period of the piece (the
“Romantic period”). No further credit can be awarded because the response does
not provide four examples of how the piece’s musical elements represent the
selected time period. Only three of the piece’s musical elements are identified and
explained (dynamics, tempo, and style), but the fourth (pitch) is not accepted
because its explanation is too vague. Meeting three of the four task requirements
earns the response three points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4 
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for showing a
thorough understanding of performance skills by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student uses appropriate audience conventions throughout her
presentation, sings without noticeable interruption, demonstrates appropriate
skills with her voice, and maintains focus on the performance. Meeting all four
task requirements earns the performance four points on this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #5

Centaurus

Vander Cook

He was so talented and sucsesful that he founded
the famous VanderCook colledge

Began composing at age 16 after only playing with
bands for two years.

He retired from active participation in the school
he had founded. He developed interests in farming, nature,
and animals, but he retained his love for circus music and
the school untill his death on October 16, 1949



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:

240

Exemplar #5

twentieth century

tempo - The tempo is very typical in the
twentieth Century period. In this piece, the tempo goes
every where from modretly slow, to fast, and everything
between.

style - The style of this piece is a March
- very solid and bold, - also very typical for the twentiath
centuary time period.



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #5

Pitch - The pitch in this piece always
stays on the staff. It is a comfortable range for the
musigian, with few accidentials, which give it a sound to fit
in with other twentieth Centuary Marches. This piece is in
the key of (7, then later in the key of C. 

Phrasing - The phrasing in this piece, like
most other twentieth century pieces, has the same, bold,
basic rythum. Then later in the piece, the music adds more
detail and excitement to the same rythum as the first. Each
phrase gradually gets faster and more exciting.
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Exemplar #5 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 4
This response earns the score of 4 on the Responding Rubric for showing a
thorough understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting all
four of the task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“Centaurus,” by VanderCook), identifies three facts
about the composer (he founded VanderCook College, began composing at age 16,
and retired from composing to take up interests in nature, animals, and farming),
identifies the historic period of the piece (the “20th Century” is acceptable), and
provides examples of how four of the piece’s musical elements are representative of
the selected period (in this case, tempo, style, pitch, and phrasing are identified
and explained). Meeting all four of the task requirements earns the response four
points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 3 
This performance earns the score of 3 on the Performing Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of performance skills by meeting three of the four task
requirements: the student uses appropriate audience conventions throughout her
presentation, plays without noticeable interruption, and maintains focus
throughout the performance. No further credit can be awarded because the student
does not consistently use appropriate performance skills (rhythmic errors occur,
and a key change is missed during the trio section). Meeting three of the four task
requirements earns the performance three points on this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:
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Exemplar #6

The Wild Mountain Thyme

Francis Mcpeak - Conflicting Opinions On This

Conflicting information on weather or not He
actually wrote this. Ireland the songs, Vol 2 Pub 1993
Walton Music Inc. says, “He learned it from his uncle,
which gives it definite ulster credentials.”Eric Winter
writes”....This is an elegant variant of a Scottish song by
Robert Tannahill (1774 - 1819), ‘The Braes of Balquidder.’
The senior member of the Mcpeak family of Belfast,
Francis I, wrote this version (the tune is markedly
different from Tannahill’s) and dedicated it to his first
wife. Long after she died, he married again and his son,
Francis II, wrote an extra verse to celebrate the
marriage.



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #6

Dynamics - V. simple, only one creshendo
@ the climax of the song, and a single decreshendo @ the
end.

Style - Written in the style of a
traditional Scottish peice, and the fact that there are many
arrangements of this peice



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:

245

Exemplar #6
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Exemplar #6 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting three
of the four task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“The Wild Mountain Thyme,” by Francis McPeak),
identifies three facts about the composer (a plethora of historical information about
the genesis of the song leading to many more than three facts), and identifies the
historic period of the piece (the “Medieval style”). No further credit can be awarded
because the response does not provide four examples of how the piece’s musical
elements represent the selected time period. Two of the piece’s musical elements
are identified and explained (dynamics and style), but a third or fourth are not
provided. Meeting three of the four task requirements earns the response three
points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 3 
This performance earns the score of 3 on the Performing Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of performance skills by meeting three of the four task
requirements: the student sings without noticeable interruption, demonstrates
appropriate skills with her voice, and maintains focus throughout the performance.
No further credit can be awarded because the singer does not use appropriate
audience conventions (she ends without acknowledging the audience). Meeting
three of the four task requirements earns the performance three points on 
this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #7

Concert Etude

Alexander Goedicke

1877-1957 (20th Century Composer)



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:

248

Exemplar #7



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:

249

Exemplar #7
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Exemplar #7 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 2
This response earns the score of 2 on the Responding Rubric for showing a partial
understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting two of the four
task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece and the
name of its composer (“Concert Etude,” by Alexander Goedicke) and identifies the
historic period of the piece (the 20th Century). No further credit can be awarded
because the response does not identify any facts about the composer (the response
is left blank) and does not provide any examples of how the piece’s musical
elements represent the selected time period. Meeting two of the four task
requirements earns the response two points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 4
This performance earns the score of 4 on the Performing Rubric for showing a
thorough understanding of performance skills by meeting all four of the task
requirements: the student uses appropriate audience conventions throughout her
presentation, plays without noticeable interruption, demonstrates appropriate
skills with the trumpet, and maintains focus on the performance. Meeting all four
task requirements earns the performance four points on this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #8

Centaurus

H. A Vander Cook

Hale A. VanderCook was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan
in September 3, 1864 and died in 1949 and lived for 85 years.
He was performing in bands by the age of 14, and became
conductor of the J. H. LaPearl circus Band in 1891. He settled
in Chicago and founded VanderCook Cornet School in 1909. 

The purpose of the school was to train musicians as
performers, directors, and teachers. Vander Cook composed over
70 Marches. Among the most famous are American Stride, Olevihe,
Pacific Fleet, Pageant of Columbia, and SS. Theodore Roosevelt.
He published his coarse in band and orchestra directing in 1916.

VanderCook studied cornet with Frank Holton and 
A. F. Weldon. He published Modern Method of Cornet Playing in
20 Lessons in 1922.



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #8

The historical period was 20th century

dynamics - Through out this piece there
are alot of dynamic changing key from loud to quiet.

Pitch - The pitch varies from each section
of the piece, like soft, mello.



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #8

Phrasing - The Phrasing in this piece is
so put together at fits pretty well. 

Rythm - in this piece is well thought out it sounds pretty
nice and nice tempo.

Style - in this piece has a very good quality.

Tempo - The tempo is not to fast and not
to slow but it goes really well in the piece
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Exemplar #8 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting three
of the four task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“Centaurus,” by H.A. VanderCook), identifies three
facts about the composer (he was born in Michigan in 1864, started the
VanderCook Cornet School, and published the “Modern Method of Cornet Playing”
in 1922), and identifies the historic period of the piece (the 20th Century). No
further credit can be awarded because the response does not provide four examples
of how the piece’s musical elements represent the selected time period. (The
examples provided are not connected to the selected time period.) Meeting three of
the four task requirements earns the response three points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 2 
This performance earns the score of 2 on the Performing Rubric for showing a
partial understanding of performance skills by meeting two of the four task
requirements: the student plays without noticeable interruption and maintains
focus throughout his performance. No further credit can be awarded because the
student does not use appropriate audience conventions (he ends without
acknowledging the audience) and does not use appropriate performance skills (he
does not play as notated). Meeting two of the four task requirements earns the
performance two points on this rubric.
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Exemplar #9

1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:

Note: Student responded verbally.
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Exemplar #9

3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #9

Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #9 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting three
of the four task requirements: the student identifies (verbally) the title of the
musical piece and the name of its composer, three facts about the composer, and
the historic period of the piece. No further credit can be awarded because the
response does not provide four examples of how the piece’s musical elements
represent the selected time period, these elements are not addressed verbally, nor
does it include written work. Meeting three of the four task requirements earns the
response three points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 1 
This performance earns the score of 1 on the Performing Rubric for showing
minimal understanding of performance skills by meeting one of the four task
requirements: the student does use appropriate audience conventions throughout
his French horn performance. No further credit can be awarded because the
student does not perform without interruption (he mutters during the
presentation), does not use appropriate performance skills (slouching, poor
posture), and does not maintain focus throughout the performance (looking at the
camera a number of times, stopping). Meeting one of the four task requirements
earns the performance one point on this rubric.



1) Identify the title and composer:

Title:

Composer:

2) List three facts about the composer:

First fact:

Second fact:

Third fact:
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Exemplar #10

Se tu mami, se sospiri

Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710, 1736)

Pergolesi produced many opera’s orratoris,
studied with Santin, Studied with Durante, and did some
short sacred music.

Best remembered for “Stabat Mater” two part
choir + stringed orchestra & organ. He also wrote for
Minorite monasting of San Luigi Napales shortly after his
death.

Died at the age of 26 due to tuberculosis. He was
born in 1710, died in 1736.



3) Identify the historical period of the musical piece you selected (medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic, impressionistic, twentieth century,
etc.).

4) Give an example of how four of the following musical elements, as expressed in 
the musical piece, are representative of the historic period: dynamics, pitch,
phrasing, rhythm, style, tempo.

First musical element:

Second musical element:
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Exemplar #10

Baroque era was the historical period of the piece I
selected.

Dynamics were used to create a soft +
loving effect to the piece of work. It just is really used to
add the effect of sadness in the song to capture the
audience's emotions through the music, and not just by
words.

Pitch; its in the minor key of E The key
of E is kind of low to further more draw out the effect of
sadness.



Third musical element:

Fourth musical element:
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Exemplar #10

Phrasing is parallel to the theme of the
piece which sad. So its slow + drawn out

Tempo is 2/4 which is fast giving the
piece a fast delivery with a sad effect



262

Exemplar #10 Annotation

Responding Rubric Score: 3
This response earns the score of 3 on the Responding Rubric for showing an
adequate understanding of communicating for a specific purpose by meeting three
of the four task requirements: the student identifies the title of the musical piece
and the name of its composer (“Se tu m’ami, se sospiri,” by Giovanni Pergolesi),
identifies three facts about the composer (he produced many operas, is remembered
for “Stabat Mater,” and died at only 26 years old), and identifies the historic period
of the piece (the Baroque Age). No further credit can be awarded because the
response does not provide four examples of how the piece’s musical elements
represent the selected time period. (The examples provided are not, in fact,
connected to the selected time period.) Meeting three of the four task requirements
earns the response three points on this rubric.

Performing Rubric Score: 1 
This performance earns the score of 1 on the Performing Rubric for showing
minimal understanding of performance skills by meeting one of the four task
requirements: the student does maintain focus on her performance. No further
credit can be awarded because the student does not use appropriate audience
conventions (she does not acknowledge the audience at the end), does not perform
without interruption (she does not sing the entire solo), and does not use
appropriate performance skills (leaning against the piano as she sings). Meeting
one of the four task requirements earns the performance one point on this rubric.



263

Appendix:  Revised Rubrics

The following rubrics reflect changes made by teachers participating in the January 2005
Rangefinding. These are optional rubric choices used for the training set when the tasks
are used as a classroom performance assessment.



4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
rhythm by meeting four or five of the five task requirements listed below:
• uses three different body percussion sounds,
• plays the entire rondo with its correct rhythmic value,
• plays the entire rondo with a steady beat,
• has a smooth transition between each section of the rondo, and
• performs the entire rondo without interruption.

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
rhythm by meeting three of the five task requirements listed above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of 
rhythm by meeting two of the five task requirements listed above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
rhythm by meeting one of the five task requirements listed above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of rhythm by
meeting none of the five task requirements listed above.

Grade 5
What a Find!

Rubrics

Performing—Rhythm Rubric (1.1.2)

4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
the creative process by meeting all of the four task requirements listed below:
• arranges the sections in rondo form (ABACA),
• labels the tablets with the corresponding pattern sequence,
• performs in rondo form (ABACA), and
•    uses three different body percussion sounds with its associated pattern.

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
the creative process by meeting three of the four task requirements listed 
above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of the 
creative process by meeting two of the four task requirements listed above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
the creative process by meeting one of the four task requirements listed 
above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of the 
creative process by meeting none of the four task requirements listed above.

Creating—Form Rubric (1.2)

264
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4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
notation by meeting four or five of the five task requirements listed below:
• notating a composition of at least eight measures on staff paper,
• choosing the appropriate clef (treble clef, bass clef, C clef) for voice or 

instrument,
• using the correct number of beats in each measure based on the 

chosen time signature,
• writing the dynamic markings under the rhythmic notation, and
• using one tempo marking.

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
notation by meeting three of the five task requirements listed above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of 
notation by meeting two of the five task requirements listed above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
notation by meeting one of the five task requirements listed above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of notation 
by meeting none of the five task requirements listed above.

Creating—Notation Rubric (1.1.2)

4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
the performance process by meeting four or five of the five task requirements 
listed below:
• maintaining eye contact with the audience while introducing him/herself,
• performing without noticeable interruption,
• using proper posture,
• maintaining focus on the performance, and
• bowing or nodding to the audience at the end of the performance.

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
the performance process by meeting three of the five task requirements listed
above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of the 
performance process by meeting two of the five task requirements listed 
above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
the performance process by meeting one of the five requirements listed above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of the 
performance process by meeting none of the five task requirements listed 
above.

Performing—Arts Skills and Techniques Rubric (2.2)

Grade 8
Roller Coaster Fanatic

Rubrics



266

4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
the elements of music by meeting four or five of the five task requirements 
listed below:
• notating the appropriate clef (treble clef, bass clef, C clef) for the

identified voice or instrument(s),
• notating the composition in the correct location with a time signature,
• using the correct number of beats in each of the measures,
• demonstrating correct bar placement between each of the measures, and
• creating four compositions of at least 8 measures (one for the theme and 

one for each of the variations).

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
the principles of organization by meeting three of the five task requirements 
listed above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of the 
principles of organization by meeting two of the five task requirements listed 
above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
the principles of organization by meeting one of the five task requirements 
listed above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of the 
principles of organization by meeting none of the five task requirements 
listed above.

Creating—Notation Rubric (1.1.2)

4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
the performance process by meeting all four of the task requirements listed 
below:
• performing the musical elements as they are notated in the theme song,
• performing the musical elements as they are notated in the first 

variation,
• performing the musical elements as they are notated in the second 

variation, and
• performing the musical elements as they are notated in the third 

variation.

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding 
of the performance process by meeting three of the four task requirements 
listed above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of the 
performance process by meeting two of the four task requirements listed 
above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
the performance process by meeting one of the four task requirements listed 
above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of the 
performance process by meeting none of the four task requirements listed 
above.

Performing Process Rubric (2.2)
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4 A 4-point response: The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 
the responding process by meeting all four of the task requirements listed 
below:
• identifying correctly the four specific musical elements in the theme 

and describing the mood or style these elements create in the theme,
• identifying correctly, with a box around the musical notation and a 

written response on the student response sheet, the specific musical 
element changed in the first variation, and describing the mood or style 
the four elements create in the first variation,

• identifying correctly, with a box around the musical notation and a 
written response on the student response sheet, the specific musical 
element changed in the second variation, and describing the mood or style
the four elements create in the second variation, and

• identifying correctly, with a box around the musical notation and a 
written response on the student response sheet, the specific musical 
element changed in the third variation, and describing the mood or style 
the four elements create in the third variation.

3 A 3-point response: The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
the responding process by meeting three of the four task requirements listed 
above.

2 A 2-point response: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of the 
responding process by meeting two of the four task requirements listed above.

1 A 1-point response: The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of 
the responding process by meeting one of the four task requirements listed 
above.

0 A 0-point response: The student demonstrates no understanding of the 
responding process by meeting none of the four task requirements listed 
above.

Responding Rubric (2.3)
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