
Roald Dahl 

Roald Dahl once wrote, “You get bits of magic from enormous bumps on the head.” If 

you haven’t heard of Roald Dahl, he’s the author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and 

James and the Giant Peach. Dahl had a life of tragic and depressing events. He was married 

twice, and both wives died, along with a step daughter. Not only that, but he was in a major 

plane crash. Even though Dahl had a life full of rough times, he was able to use them to make 

famous children’s stories. Another reason he was able to make these stories was because after his 

plane crash, he had crazy dreams, and they became stories that are well known. One of the 

reasons they are so popular is because he is so good at using literary elements to make his stories 

interesting.  Three literary elements Roald Dahl effectively uses are mood, tone, and imagery. 

Mood is the emotion or atmosphere of a story.  One example of mood is hungry. For 

example, “They went from morning to night with horrible, empty feelings in their stomachs.” 

The fact that they do not have anything to eat shows us that they are feeling so hungry. This 

makes the characters seem like real people that you might see starving on the side of the road.  

Another example of mood is boredom. The story says, “Mr. Bucket sat all day and screwed caps 

onto toothpaste bottles.”  This is also interesting because it shows us that Mr. Bucket doesn’t like 

his job.  He is bored, and depressed, which also makes him seem like a real person.  As you can 

see, the mood at the beginning of this story is very depressing and uncomfortable. This makes 

the story interesting because we want the situation to get better, and for Charlie’s life to get 

better.  

While mood is the character’s emotions, tone is how I feel about the character. An 

example of tone is when the author describes Charlie Bucket’s house. For example, “Six 



grownups and little Charlie lived in a small wooden house on the edge of a great town.” This 

makes the story interesting because when I read about the Bucket’s house, I feel bad for the 

family. Another example is when the mom of the fat, nine year old boy, Augustus Gloop, speaks 

her thoughts on chocolate. “He wouldn’t go on eating unless he needed nourishment, would he? 

It’s all vitamins anyway,” said the mom. This is interesting to me because when the mom said 

that, it made me wonder how someone could be so stupid.  Roald Dahl wants us to sympathize 

with Charlie’s family, but wants us to not like Augustus’ family.  This makes the story 

interesting because we cheer for Charlie, and we really want him to beat Augustus and be the 

winner of the chocolate factory. 

While tone is how I feel about the character, imagery is when the author uses sentences in 

a way that creates images in your head. One example of imagery is when the author describes the 

girl, Veruca Salt. For example, “She would lie on the floor for hours, kicking and screaming in 

the most disturbing way.”  When I read this, I imagine a very spoiled little girl lying on the floor 

yelling and screaming.  She’s probably wearing nice clothes and fake crying.  This is interesting 

because I don’t like spoiled people, and reading about a girl who would do that makes me angry, 

and makes me want to slap some sense into her. Another example of imagery is when the author 

describes Agustus Gloop. The story says, “A nine year old boy so enormously fat, he looked like 

he had been blow up with a very powerful pump.” When I read that I think of my little cousing 

who eats nothing but candy.  He is round and has really chubby cheeks.  His hair is curly and he 

has chocolate all over his face.  This makes the story interesting because I’m disgusted by people 

by people who are okay with living like that.  

As I’ve proven, Roald Dahl effectively uses mood, tone, and imagery to make his stories 

interesting. Dahl uses mood to make me understand that the characters feel hungry, because 



they’re poor, and have a boring life. He uses tone to make me feel bad for the Buckets, and to 

show me that the mom of the fat, nine year old boy’s mom is an idiot. Imagery is used to show 

me Veruca Salt’s spoiled, rotten actions. Also, to show me the unbelievable size of Agustus 

Gloop. If you haven’t read any of Dahl’s books, you should try Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory. It’s a book with great mood, tone, and imagery that help make the stories more 

interesting.  

 


