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Four Schools Piloting Online Registration System
Four schools in the Pasco School District are pilottesting a new system that is designed to make it easier for parents to get their students registered for
school. The district’s Information Systems department has created an online student registration system that parents can access from home or at computers located at the schools.
Whittier and Livingston elementary schools,
McLoughlin Middle School and Chiawana High
School are currently pilot-testing the program. The
goal of the new system is to make student registration more convenient for families by moving the process entirely online, in both English and Spanish.
Parents will be able to register their children using
their computers at home, or they can use computer
kiosks that will be set up in the front office areas at
each school.

The district plans to implement the program at 13
more schools this month, including Angelou, Curie,
Emerson, Franklin, Gray, Markham, McClintock,
McGee, Longfellow, Robinson and Twain elementary schools, as well as Ochoa and Stevens middle
schools.
The program will be available at all Pasco schools
this summer and ready to take registrations for the
2016-17 school year. More information is available
on the school district’s website at www.psd1.org/
register.

“It will be convenient for families and also takes the
data entry burden off of office staff,” says Mark Garrett, the district’s Director of Information Systems.

Bergstrom Earns Scholarship
Congratulations to Pasco School Board student representative Carson Bergstrom who was recently selected for a
$1,000 Quality Communities Scholarship from the AWC
Center for Quality Communities.
The Center promotes municipal leadership development and
civic engagement, and works to support students who
demonstrate community leadership and commitment to their
city. Bergstrom will be honored during the AWC’s annual
conference in Everett in June.
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Pasco Students Receive Scholarships at HAAP Ceremony
A total of $42,000 in scholarship money will be split
among 16 Pasco seniors, thanks to the Hispanic Academic Achievers Program (HAAP).

ed as a Gates Millennium Scholar, an award that will
fully cover the cost of her education at the University
of Washington where she plans to study nursing.
Valdez is the sixth Pasco student since 2009 to earn
The annual HAAP scholarship awards ceremony was the prestigious scholarship that is valued up to $1 milheld April 29 at the Toyota Center in Kennewick.
lion depending on the university and the course of
study the student selects.
Ten seniors at Pasco High School earned scholarships, including Avoree Bell ($3,000), Alexandra
Four other Chiawana seniors earned HAAP scholarCasteneda ($2,000), Sahian Cruz ($3,000), Jocelyn ship money, including Justice Aragon ($2,000),
Degadillo ($3,000), Misael Estrada ($5,000),
Josiah Cantu ($3,000), Omar Diaz ($6,500), and
Cassandra Galvez ($1,500), Yesenia Garcia
Abraham Martinez ($2,500).
($2,000), Vanessa Leon ($1,500), Karen Puente
($2,000) and Ana Tapia ($2,500).
Delta High School senior Abraham Mendoza also
earned a $2,500 scholarship. Congratulations to all of
Chiawana High School Makayla Valdez was also
these seniors on their outstanding achievements!
honored at the HAAP ceremony. Valdez was select-

This year’s HAAP scholarship winners were honored at the annual HAAP awards ceremony April 29 at
the Toyota Center in Kennewick.
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Musicians Earn High Honors at State Solo and Ensemble Contest
A group of Pasco High School musicians brought
home some serious hardware from the 2016 WMEAWIAA State Solo and Ensemble Contest at Central
Washington University on April 29-30.

“We set a goal early on to reinstate our strings program and to establish a mariachi program. It has been
such a pleasure to watch these programs expand and
excel as demonstrated by the outstanding performances by both Pasco and Chiawana high schools,” says
Superintendent
Saundra Hill.

The PHS Guitar Ensemble placed 1st in the GuitarEnsemble competition. Students in the fivemember ensemble are Ryan
Tran, Ezael
Espinoza,
Jason Teng,
Alaria Polk,
and LisaMarie
Guzman.

“I am so proud of
what our teachers
and students have
accomplished thanks
to the support of our
patrons and local
levy dollars. These
programs keep our
students engaged and
in school, and are
The Chiawana The PHS guitar ensemble celebrates their 1st place win. They are (left to also one of the reaHigh School
right) Ryan Tran, Ezael Espinoza, Jason Teng, PHS guitar teacher Matsons the District has
Guitar Quintet thew Polk, Alaria Polk and LisaMarie Guzman.
been named a Best
finished 2nd in
Communities for Muthe Guitar-Ensemble competition, just behind the Pas- sic Education nine times since 2000,” Hill added.
co High ensemble. Sergio Campos, Javier
Contreras, Edward Gutowski, Marcos Tome and
In addition, Pasco High School freshman Angelica
Destiny Towery are the five members that make up
Guzman placed 2nd in the Solo Guitar competition.
the Chiawana Guitar Quintet.

Saluting Students
Whittier Elementary 2nd grade
ASB representatives Leonardo
Mendoza, Yaretzi Guzman,
Olivia Galvez, Valeria
Sanchez, Natalia Galvez and
Rosario Mendoza led the flag
salute at the Board of Directors
meeting on May 10.
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Sixth Graders at McClintock STEM Celebrate ‘Nano de Mayo’
Many of you celebrated Cinco de Mayo last week,
but at Barbara McClintock STEM Elementary, dozens of 6th graders were celebrating “Nano de Mayo”
on May 5.
The open house and presentations inside the classrooms of Whitney Billman, Maribel Smith and
Shakell Walker marked the culmination of a threeweek program where the 6th grade teachers led students on a journey of discovery through some of the
tiniest places you can imagine.
The unit focused on how nanotechnology is used in
our world right now, and how it could be used in the
future. Students used a Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM), on loan from Heritage University, to
dissect flowers and get a close up look at mixed
grains of pollen. They also examined the leaf of a Venus fly trap plant and several other items.

Anastasia Simpson and Jesus Armenta Sainz share their
research on how nanotechnology is used in medicine.

“Our students became scientists, philosophers and
teachers, and they have taken their learning to the
next level,” says 6th grade teacher Whitney Billman.
“The SEM introduced a fantastic piece of technology
to all of our sixth graders, and they are incredibly
proud of the work they did along with it.”
Students at Marie Curie STEM elementary worked
with the SEM earlier this year. In fact, Curie students
were able to showcase some of their work during
Rep. Dan Newhouse’s visit to the school in February.
Students at Captain Gray STEM elementary will get
their chance to work with the SEM later this month.

Students share their nanotechnology research in Ms.
Billman’s class. They are (left to right) Arvind Tawana,
Malachi Suarez, Rebecca DelaRosa Millsap and Brooke
Aranda.

The students worked in small groups to conduct their
own research and create PowerPoint presentations on
how nanotechnology is being used to make some of
the products we use better, and even to fight diseases
like cancer, Ebola, and diabetes.

Edward Madrigal explains how nanotechnology is
used to study the environment.
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Chess Elementary Hosts Science and Arts Showcase
Arts and science were in the spotlight at Rowena
Chess Elementary as the school hosted a Science and
Arts Showcase on April 20. Dozens of students displayed their artwork and science projects on bulletin
boards and tables set up around the school.
The Science and Math Action team at Chess organized the event with the goal of celebrating some of
the learning the
students have
accomplished
this year.
A parent admires a Mother’s Day poetry project during
the Science and Arts Showcase at Chess Elementary.

Parents and
families were
invited to visit
the school to
check out the
student projects. “We had
more than 100
people come
through the
building during
the day and
evening
events,” says Chess Elementary principal Dora
Noble. “This was our first time hosting an event like
this and we want it to be even bigger next year!”

Chess Elementary students show off their science project during the school’s Science and Arts Showcase.

PEAK! OF THE WEEK
McLoughlin Middle School PEAK! Partner Advisor Benefits volunteered at McLoughlin’s
track meet and passed out snacks and water bottles to the athletes on a hot afternoon. They
even had a fun game set up while athletes waited for their events.
Conover Insurance provided lunch for all Rowena Chess Elementary staff to honor teachers. They are a partner that continues to support Chess all year long.
They have provided dinner for their late-night conferences, and they have also
shown support during their Super Knights celebration by bringing games and
prizes to raffle off to students.
Congratulations to all of our PEAK! of the Week partners!
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McLoughlin FCCLA Students Heading to National Conference
Three teams of students from McLoughlin Middle
School will represent Washington at the National
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA) Leadership Conference this summer in San
Diego, California.
The teams competed at the state FCCLA Leadership
Conference and earned “Gold Medals” for their projects. The team of Kenia Soto (8th grade) and
Lizbeth Flores (7th grade) earned a 2nd place finish
in the Focus on Children event. Their project included a presentation to a local preschool about dental
hygiene and healthy snacks.
The team of Crista Martinez, Emily Lopez, and
Celestine Maya (all 7th graders) placed 1st in the
National Programs in Action event. As part of their
project, the team shared a presentation with students
at Mark Twain Elementary about ways to prevent and

stop any bullying that students see on the playground
or in the classroom.
Seventh graders Ana Babalau and Anna Mo also
placed 1st in the Interpersonal Communications competition. For their project, the students visited a local
elementary school and shared a presentation on bullying prevention using conflict resolution.
“These girls have a tremendous work ethic,” said Maria Bice, FCCLA advisor at McLoughlin. They do so
much work behind the scenes before they even get to
the competition.”
The National FCCLA Leadership Conference will be
held July 3-7. McLoughlin’s FCCLA will hold a raffle to raise money to help the students pay for the trip.
Tickets are $5 and will be sold until June 6. Prizes
include four Tri-City Dust Devils tickets and a $100
gift card to Men Zone.

McLoughlin’s FCCLA is headed to Nationals! They are (front row, left to right): Ana Babalau, Emily Lopez, Lynda
Brisa Hernandez, Celestine Maya, Anna Mo, (Back row, left to right): Abigail Hickman, Lizbeth Flores, Kenia Soto,
and Crista Martinez
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Chiawana Stage Company Presents “Acting Out!”
A montage of teenage fears, fantasies, dreams and yearnings come
to life in the Chiawana Stage
Company production of “Acting
Out!” with performances May 12,
13, 19 and 20 at 7 p.m. in the
Chiawana High School black box
theatre.
This comedic drama by Paul H.
Johnson focuses on a group of
teens who decide to practice their
final scenes and monologues when
their theatre teacher doesn't show
up. Presented with humor, honesty
and emotion, the scenes reveal the
varied personalities of their authors, from the popular cheerleader to the former runaway. The students explore the pain of break ups, the ups and
downs of life with (and without) parents, and more.

The lines between reality and acting become blurred when theatre
gives these students the freedom
to "act out."
“Acting Out!” is directed by Advanced Drama student Ally
Gocus. Costume Advisor is
Verna Schwillke and CHS Drama
Teacher Todd Westendorf serves
as the producer. Stage Manager
for the production is Aaliyah
Tabor.
Tickets can be purchased in advance for $4 at the Chiawana High
School ASB office, which is open,
7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Tickets can also
be purchased at the door for $6, but seating is limited.
For more information call 509-543-6786 ext. 5605.

Downtown Pasco
Cinco de Mayo Festival!
#WeArePasco
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8th Graders get First Look at Delta HS During Freshmen Fly-Up
Dozens of 8th graders from across the Tri-Cities got
their first taste of life as a Delta High School student
last month. The science, technology, engineering and
math, or STEM-focused school hosted their annual
Freshmen Fly-Up Day for the school’s 130 incoming
freshmen.
The 8th graders hail from the ten middle schools in
Pasco, Kennewick, and Richland, as well as from several private schools and homeschool. Delta’s student
ambassadors took the incoming freshmen on tours of
the classrooms, explaining the Delta program of study
and the freshmen courses available.
“The goal of Freshmen Fly-Up Day is to help students feel welcome at our campus and get a taste of
life as a Delta student,” says Delta High School principal Jenny Rodriquez. “It can be a bit scary to
leave your friends, and in many cases, your
hometown, to attend a high school that you may have
never seen before. By spending a half-day on our

Delta HS student ambassador Faith Follett gives instructions to incoming freshmen as part of a team-building
challenge during Freshmen Fly-Up Day.

The 8th graders also participated in some team building challenges with a focus on the Delta Habits of
Mind. These habits prepare students to be successful
at Delta, as well as their future college and career experiences. The challenges focus on building skills in
these areas, including communication, collaboration,
and perseverance.

Delta HS student ambassadors show off some student woodworking projects while giving incoming freshmen a classroom tour during Freshmen Fly-Up Day.

campus, future Deltonians meet upperclassmen and
bond with new friends from across the Tri-Cities,
which ensures they see some friendly faces on their
first day of school in August,” Rodriquez says.
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Pasco HS Alumni Honored with Golden Footballs from NFL
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Super Bowl
in 2016, the National Football League delivered golden footballs to the high schools of the 3,000 players
who have played in the Super Bowls since 1966. On
April 22, Pasco High School honored two former
Bulldogs who played in the NFL’s biggest game.
Ron Howard graduated from Pasco High in 1970,
and was a tight end with the Dallas Cowboys when
they played the Pittsburgh Steelers in Super Bowl X
in 1976. Howard spent six seasons in the NFL including time with Buffalo and three years with the
Seahawks. Ron now serves as the assistant principal
at Aki Kurose Middle School in Seattle.

Bowl Bulldogs. Legendary basketball Coach Don
Monson described Ron’s athletic and personal journey, and Greg Davis (Anthony’s brother) and Kevin
Pederson described Anthony’s path. Both Ron and
Anthony attributed their success to teachers and
coaches in Pasco who taught them how to be successful men. It was a Friday evening filled with Purple
Pride in the PHS gym.

Anthony Davis graduated from PHS in 1987, and
was a linebacker with the Baltimore Ravens when
they defeated the New York Giants in Super Bowl
XXXV in 2001. Davis spent nine years in the NFL,
including time with Seattle, Green Bay, and Kansas
City. Anthony currently owns a successful real estate
business in Kansas City, Missouri.
PHS Athletic Director Jake Davis hosted the April 22
program honoring Ron and Anthony. Current and
former Pasco coaches paid tribute to these Super

PHS grads Ron Howard and Anthony Davis show off
their Super Bowl 50th anniversary golden footballs
from the NFL.

Interested in STEM?
Be sure to check out Family STEM Night at Chiawana
High School on May 18. Chiawana’s STEM program
will have several hands-on activities set up that will
help students explore and understand principles of
math, science, technology and engineering.
Family STEM Night runs from 5:30-7:30 p.m. inside
the Student Mall at Chiawana High School, which is
located at 8125 West Argent Road in Pasco.
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May 12: “Acting Out!” CHS: 7 p.m.

Upcoming Events:

May 13: Teacher Assistant Appreciation Day
May 13: “Acting Out!” CHS: 7 p.m.
May 15: AAAS 40th Anniversary Banquet: 2 p.m. Pasco Red Lion
May 16-20: National Educational Bosses Week
May 19: “Acting Out!” CHS: 7 p.m.
May 20: “Acting Out!” CHS: 7 p.m.
May 24: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
May 30: Memorial Day — NO SCHOOL

School Board Notes 05-10-16
Study Session
 Randy Nunamaker presented additional information on potential bond proposals.
Reports/Discussions:
 Jose Hernandez presented a transportation department update, including student ridership numbers, efficiency ratings, safety programs, and future plans.
 Michelle Whitney presented a draft comprehensive curriculum management system and a draft curriculum renewal
cycle.
Action Items:
 The Board approved expanding the Community Eligibility Provision to include Gray, Chess, Curie, Frost, Longfellow, Robinson and Whittier elementary schools, Ochoa Middle School and New Horizons High School.
 The Board approved the Legislative Proposals for the WSSDA Legislative Platform for the 2017 legislative session.


Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Washington Interscholastic Activities Association School Board Resolution
and School Enrollment for the 2016-17 School Year; Approval of Suggested School Lunch Price Increase 2016-17;
Overnight student travel - McLoughlin Middle School Family, Career and Community Leaders (FCCLA) State Officer
Leadership Training and Planning in Stanwood, WA; Overnight student travel - Chiawana High School Mathematics,
Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) to Washington State MESA Day in Redmond, WA; Overnight student
travel - Chiawana High School Associated Student Body Leadership to La Cima Leadership Camp in Randle, WA;
Overnight student travel - New Horizons High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) to the FFA District IV Leadership Camp in Goldendale, WA; Overnight student travel - Pasco High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) to the
FFA District IV Leadership camp in Goldendale, WA; Approval of the 2016-17 School Calendar; Approval of Agile
Mind Agreement.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco
School
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday evening prior to the meeting.
Agendas, packets and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24
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