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District Celebrates 18th Team Pasco Home
Pasco School District students, employees, board
members, and the community celebrated the completion of the 2016 Team Pasco Home with a dedication
ceremony and open house at the home on June 1.
A product of the Pasco Vocational Building Program,
the Team Pasco Homes project is a joint effort involving students from Chiawana, New Horizons, and Pasco high schools. Construction trades students built the
home under the guidance of teacher John Weatherby
with contributions from agriculture science, floriculture, and metals and welding technology students.
Dozens of community members attended the Dedication
and Open House of the 2016 Team Pasco Home on June 1.

“Today we gather to celebrate the teamwork, talent
and tenacity of our students who have worked cooperatively all year to build this beautiful home,” commented Pasco School Board president Scott
Lehrman at the dedication ceremony. “This house
also stands as a testament to what a difference community support can make in the lives of young people.”

The project continued through the winter and into the
spring, with the final work wrapping up in late May.
For the students involved in the project, there is a tremendous sense of pride in knowing they’ve built
something that will soon become a home for a Pasco
family. “Not everybody gets to come out of school to
build a house and then go back to keep doing school,
it’s a little different than just being in a classroom
learning all day,” says Chiawana High junior Juan
Castillo. “Over here, you can nail together and lift
walls and be proud of something that you built as a
team.”

This is the 18th house built since the program began
19 years ago, which was originally called Bulldog
House. The name changed to Team Pasco Homes
when Chiawana and New Horizons students joined
the program.
The project started at the beginning of the school year.
After two weeks of safety training, the students started framing up the walls of the house. “When I first
started, I had no idea what I was getting into. And
then when I came here, I thought this is pretty cool,”
says Pasco High junior Jose Garcia.
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This year’s house, which is located at 4901 Pinehurst
Drive in Pasco, is listed with Century 21 Tri-Cities
Realtor Vicki Monteagudo for $308,900.
Visit www.century21tri-cities.com for more information.
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Chiawana’s Makayla Valdez Named Gates Millennium Scholar
If you want to keep up with Makayla Valdez, you
better have a good pair of running shoes and an extra
protein bar in your pocket. The dynamic senior at
Chiawana High School is a full-time Running Start
student at Columbia Basin College, and still finds
time to volunteer at St. Patrick’s Church and hold
down a part-time job at Dutch Bros. Coffee.

and talk about who I am as a person,” Valdez adds.
“Because of this scholarship, I did a lot of thinking
about the person that I am and the person that I want
to be.”

Makayla grew up in a single-parent home and says
her mom has always been her inspiration. “She’s my
Superwoman. She taught me that no matter where I
She’s also the latest Pasco student to earn the prestig- go or what I do, I should always rely on myself and
ious Gates Millennium Scholarship. This year, 53,000 no one but myself.”
students applied for the scholarship and Valdez was
Valdez says her teachers at Chiawana were also a big
one of 1,000 students to earn the scholarship, which
influence, including her leadership teacher Sarah
will fully cover the cost of her education at the UniLeduc and her accounting
versity of Washingteacher and DECA advisor
ton where she plans
Brenda Leighty.
to study nursing.
“Makayla’s passion and
The Gates Millenniher drive for success
um Scholars Prohelped her make it to State
gram (GMS) was
in accounting in her first
established in 1999
year in DECA,” Leighty
and was initially
says. “That’s a huge acfunded by a $1 bilcomplishment for a sopholion grant from the
more! I knew she was desBill & Melinda
tined for greatness.”
Gates Foundation
Chiawana HS senior Makayla Valdez (third from right)
Valdez joins an elite “club”
with a goal of
celebrates with her family at HAAP Awards Ceremony in April. as the sixth Pasco student to
providing opportunity for outstanding minority students to reach their earn the GMS in recent years. In 2009, PHS student
highest potential. Scholarship applicants must write Yvette Gutierrez used the GMS to attend Brown University. In 2011, PHS student and Yvette’s younger
eight 10-page essays as part of their application.
brother Noel Gutierrez used the GMS to attend New
“I poured my heart and soul and everything I had into York’s Columbia University.
this scholarship,” Valdez says. “I missed some family
events and I spent most of the holidays sitting behind Also in 2011, Jose Mendoza, a member of Chiaa computer. When I got the letter saying I was a final- wana’s first graduating class, used the GMS to attend
the University of Washington. In 2013, PHS student
ist, I freaked out! I was super excited.”
Ignacio Bayardo used the GMS to attend Harvard
In addition to GPA, internships, and extra-curricular University, and in 2015, PHS student Daphne
activities, the application asks students to talk about
Gallegos used the GMS to attend Whitman College.
the hardships and obstacles they’ve had to overcome
to find success. “I knew I had to be real, to be honest,
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Congratulations Graduates!
The Pasco School District bid farewell to the 929 graduates
that make up the Class of 2016 at commencement ceremonies on June 10 and 11.
On June 10, 48 New Horizons High School graduates received their diplomas at the CBC Gjerde Center. On June
11, 470 Chiawana High School graduates basked in the
sunshine at Edgar Brown Stadium during the morning ceremony, while 383 Pasco High School graduates crossed the
stage to receive their diplomas in the evening ceremony.
At Delta High School’s graduation ceremony on Saturday,
28 Pasco students received their diplomas at CBC’s Gjerde
Center.
In total, Pasco graduates earned more
than $7.2 million in college scholarships this year!

Class of 2016

Check out more graduation
photos HERE:
http://bit.ly/2016Graduations

Clockwise from top right: Chiawana’s Mac Graff leads his classmates onto
the track; A New Horizons graduate shows off her diploma; Pasco graduates walk into Edgar Brown Stadium; New Horizons graduates walk into
CBC’s Gjerde Center; Delta graduate Abraham Mendoza celebrates with
his family; Chiawana graduates proudly display their diplomas; Pasco’s
Jalayne Martinez gets a hug from Pasco High School principal Raul Sital.
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State Champions Crowned in Spring Sports
Congratulations to a trio of Pasco School District ath- in any event
letes who captured WIAA state championships in their and she would
respective sports this spring.
excel because
she works so
Pasco High School’s Jalayne Martinez led from start hard and has
to finish to win the State 4A girls golf tournament at
such a strong
Sun Willows Golf Course in Pasco on May 24-25. The work ethic.”
Bulldog senior posted a two-round score of 142 to finish two strokes ahead of the rest of the field. “It’s pret- Chiawana High
ty much a senior’s dream come true,” Martinez says. School’s
Roman Ruiz
also captured a
state champiPasco’s Jalayne Martinez (left) celeonship at the
state track meet brates her State golf championship with
Pasco HS golf coach Cesar Martinez.
on May 27.
Ruiz finished
1st in the 4A Boys pole vault competition, clearing 15
feet, 6 inches to claim the title. Ruiz has accepted a
scholarship to compete with the track team at Utah
State University next year. Congratulations to all three
Pasco’s Angela Cardon (lane 5) wins the Girls 4A 100of these athletes for their outstanding accomplishmeter dash at the State Track & Field Championships.
ments.
Photo: WIAA

Chiawana’s Roman
Ruiz clears 15’6” to
capture the State 4A
Boys Pole Vault title.

“Winning a state championship on your home turf is
the best feeling ever.” Martinez has accepted a scholarship to play golf at Boise State University next year.
A few days later, Pasco High senior Angela Cardon,
captured her own state title at the State 4A Track &
Field Championships in Tacoma. Cardon won the 4A
Girls 100-meter dash with a winning time of 12.36
seconds. “I got a lot of texts from friends and family
while I was still there at the meet,” Cardon says.
Cardon set new school records in the 100 meters and
200 meters during her senior season. She’s earned a
full-ride scholarship to run track at Utah Valley University next year. “To have an athlete who is so good
in so many events is very rare,” says Mara Alldredge,
the Girls Track coach at PHS. “We could put Angela
4
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District Hosts Summer Food Service Program
The Pasco School District will once again host the
Summer Food Service Program. This is a federallymandated program, and meals will be made available
at no charge to attending children 18 years of age and
younger. No meals will be served on July 4.

•Pasco High School, 1108 N. 10th Avenue
June 27-July 15, 7:30-8 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
July 11-July 13, 8-8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Aug. 10-Aug. 12 (Breakfast only), 8:30-9 a.m.
Aug. 15-Aug. 23, 8:30-9 a.m., 12-12:45 p.m.

Meals (breakfast and lunch) will be provided Monday •Captain Gray Elementary, 1102 N. 10th Avenue
through Friday (unless otherwise noted) at the follow- July 18-Aug. 4 (Mon-Thur), 8-8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.ing sites and times:
12 p.m.
•New Horizons High School, 3110 W. Argent Road
June 27-July 15, 7:30-8 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
•Curie STEM Elementary, 715 California Avenue
June 27-July 1, 7:30-8 a.m., 11-11:30 a.m.
July 18-Aug. 4 (Mon-Thur), 8-8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
-12 p.m.
Aug. 8-Aug. 19, 8-8:30 a.m., 12-12:30 p.m.
•Memorial Park, 1520 Shoshone Street
June 27-July 29, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
•McClintock STEM Elementary, 5706 Road 60
July 18-Aug. 4 (Mon-Thur), 8-8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
-12 p.m.
Hundreds of Pasco families take advantage of the Summer
•Ochoa Middle School, 1801 E. Sheppard Street
July 11-Aug. 4 (Mon-Thur), 7:30-8 a.m., 11-11:30 Food Service Program every year.
a.m.
•Franklin STEM Elementary, 6010 Road 52
June 22-Aug. 12, 8:30-9 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
•Chiawana High School, 8125 W. Argent Road
June 27-July 15, 7:30-8 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
For additional questions on the Summer Food Service
Aug. 11-Aug. 16, 7:15-8 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Program, please contact the Pasco Nutrition Services
Office, (509) 546-2836.

Got Legos?
Are you cleaning out your child's closet this summer and
you don't know what to do with those thousands of legos?
You can donate them to Pasco's STEM elementary schools!
The Makerspaces at McClintock, Franklin, Captain Gray
and Curie STEM Elementary schools all need more legos.
If you have some legos you would like to donate, contact
us at 546-2686 and we'll give you all the details.
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Captain Gray STEM Elementary Hosts “Carnival 4 Congo”
Sixth graders at Captain Gray STEM Elementary celebrated
the end of the school year by helping their pen pals in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The school held a
fundraising “Carnival 4 Congo” on June 10 to raise awareness about the water crisis there, and to help build a water
tank for their pen pals.
It all started when students in Brooke Lamberson’s 6th
grade class at Captain Gray read the book A Long Walk to
Water as a class. Then Lamberson had an idea. “It just came
to me one night,” Lamberson says. “We can read the book
Capt. Gray 6th grade teacher Rachel Joiner
and just go through the motions, or we can do something.”
wipes her goggles after taking several whipped

The students have spent the school year researching the water
cream pies to the face at the Carnival 4 Congo.
crisis in Congo, and they’ve prepared several multi-media
presentations highlighting what they’ve learned. As part of the year-long project, the students have also exchanged letters with students in Congo and learned about their struggles with drinking water.
The after-school carnival was a tremendous success, raising more than $3,000 that will help their pen pals
build a new tank for drinking water in their village.

Four Mark Twain Elementary students will have new bikes and helmets this summer thanks to PEAK! partner Bill and
Debbie Robertson Nissan. Twain held a Read for the Record assembly on June 10 and gave away three of the bikes and
the final bike was given away on June 17. The lucky students were picked in a drawing that included every student who
turned in their monthly reading log. Congratulations to PEAK! partner Bill and Debbie Robertson Nissan for being this
week’s PEAK! of the WEEK!
Congratulations to all of our PEAK! of the Week partners!
6

NEWS

Positively Pasco

McGee Elementary Earns Washington Achievement Award
McGee Elementary School employees celebrated the school’s third straight Washington Achievement Award on June 2.
ESD 123 Superintendent Bruce Hawkins
presented the school with the 2015 award,
which recognizes mathematics growth.
The school also earned the honor in 2013
and 2014. The students had to show significant growth over three years.
“Two years ago, I needed directions to get
here,” Hawkins says. “But I’ve got the
route down pretty good now. It’s great to be Teachers at McGee Elementary gather to celebrate their third
here at McGee once again. Less than 5% of straight Washington Achievement Award for Math Growth.
the schools in ESD 123 received this recognition. You folks are doing some great work.”
McGee Elementary is one of 258 schools statewide to earn an Achievement Award from the Washington State
Board of Education for 2015. The awards use the State Board of Education Revised Achievement Index and
are based on statewide assessment data for the three previous years. The Achievement Index measures school
performance, emphasizing improvement and recognition.
“We’re very proud of the schools recognized for their performance on the index,” says Randy Dorn, the State
Superintendent for Public Instruction. “Each school shows sustained growth or excellence, or both. I congratulate each and every school for the hard work they’ve done.”

Saluting Students
Maya Angelou Elementary Robotics Club students (from left to
right) Alexia Fabian, Afton
Bagley, Alex Aung and Romeo
Murgia led the flag salute at the
Board of Directors meeting on
June 14.
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District Says Goodbye to 2015-2016 Retirees

Some of the retirees honored at the June 14 Board of Directors meeting are pictured. Back row from left, Saundra
Hill, Cynihia Maltos, Francisco Segura, Betty Scott, Nancy Sawyer, John Sapp, Carmen Rodriguez, Luis Ramos,
Linda Maxwell. Front row from left, Monica Lamb, Donnabelle LaBonte, Doug Hughes, Audrey Howard, Karen
Griffith, Marty Froelich, Richard Freitag, Patricia Campbell, Debra Ayde.

The Pasco School District honored  Kay Carlisle, braille translator,
38 retiring employees at the Board
2001-2016
of Directors meeting on June 14.
 Lucio Cobian, custodian, 2005
Those retirees represent a com-2015
bined total of 908 years of service
to Pasco students and families.
 Bernard Daos, teacher, 19902016
 Debra Ayde, bus driver, 19962016
 Robert Dresdow, teacher,
2006-2016
Elizabeth Blake, school nurse,
2013-2016
 Liz Flynn, Asst. Superintendent of Instructional Services,
 Amy Brown, teacher, 20041984-2016
2016



Marty Froelich, teacher, 19922016



Karen Griffith, teacher, 19812016



Diana Hall, teacher, 19862016



Saundra Hill, Superintendent,
1982-2016



Debbie Hodge, teacher, 19912016



Allen Hovland, teacher, 19922016



Audrey Howard, teacher,
1987-2016







Roy Brown, custodian, 19832015



Lila Fort, nutrition services,
1992-2016

Patricia Campbell, paraeduca-  Richard Freitag, teacher, 1993
-2016
tor, 2006-2016
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2015-2016 Retirees Continued:


Rose Hubschman, paraeducator, 1989-2015



Linda Maxwell, nutrition services, 2010-2016



Doug Hughes, teacher, 19792016



Karen Nevious, teacher, 1978-  Betty Scott, bus attendant,
2016
2005-2016



Donnabelle LaBonte, nutrition  Kathy Parks, teacher, 1993services, 1983-2015
2016



Monica Lamb, secretary, 1968  Linda Prudhomme, secretary,  Judi Yearout, teacher, 1975-2015
1977-2016
2016



Rosatina Lee, paraeducator,
1993-2016



Cynthia Maltos, teacher, 1991  Carmen Rodriguez, paraedu-2016
cator, 1991-2016



Tami Matsumoto, teacher,
2012-2016







Nancy Sawyer, bus driver,
1987-2015

Francisco Segura, teacher,
1986-2016

Luis Ramos, bus driver, 2000-  Dr. Vida Zuljevic, teacher,
2016
2000-2016

If you’d like to read more about the
distinguished careers of the district’s 2015-2016 retirees,
 John Sapp, teacher, 1992-2015
CLICK HERE:
http://bit.ly/2015-2016Retirees

Summertime Hoops
The PHS summer basketball camp is
coming soon! The Bulldogs will host two
camp sessions June 27-29 at the Pasco
High School gyms. The morning session
is for kids in grades 4-6 from 8 a.m. to 12
p.m. The afternoon session is for kids in
grades 7-8 from 1-3 p.m.
Cost is $30 per camper and that includes
a camp t-shirt. For more information,
contact PHS boys basketball coach Mike
Guajardo at 521-1132.
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Upcoming Events:
June 28: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
July 4: Independence Day
July 4-8: Booth Building Closed
July 26: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Board Notes 06-14-16
Study Session
 Howard Roberts presented an update on the 2016-17 school district budget.
Special Recognition
 Leslee Caul recognized the 38 Pasco School District employees who are retiring or have retired during the 2015-16
school year.
Reports/Discussions:
 Carla Lobos presented an update on professional development for both the English Language Arts and Math instructional materials at both elementary and secondary levels, including an overview of the trainings and supports
that will be offered throughout the summer and into the following school year.
 Sarah Thornton presented an overview of a revision to board policy that would permit up to four student representatives to serve on the board at one time. The Board declined to act on it.
Action Items:
 The Board approved a proposal to move forward with the purchase of the Pasco Senior Center in the amount of
$1,235,000. The final cost including all applicable fees and closing costs will be presented to the board at their June
28 meeting.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of changes to Policy 5334, Vacations and Policy 7251, Disposal of Surplus
Equipment or Materials; Approval of Educational Specifications for New Horizons High School Relocation Project;
Approval of A/E Recommendation for Architecture and Engineering for Elementary #16; Overnight Student Travel Chiawana High School Boys Basketball Team to a Basketball Team Camp at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA;
Overnight Student Travel - Chiawana High School Girls Basketball Team to a Basketball Team camp at Eastern Washington University in Cheney, WA; Overnight Student Travel - Chiawana High School GEAR UP Western Washington
College Tour, August 2016; Overnight Student Travel - Pasco High School Associated Student Body Leadership to
Chewelah Peak Leadership camp in Chewelah, WA; Overnight Student Travel - Delta High School Yearbook Club to
Washington Journalism Education Association Summer Workshop in Bellingham, WA; Overnight Student Travel Delta High School Associated Student Body Leadership to Mt. Rainier Summer Leadership Camp in Randle, WA;
Overnight Student Travel - Pasco High School Boys Basketball Team to a Basketball Team Camp at Eastern Washington University in Cheney, WA; Authorization for President Lehrman to Submit Request to Richland School District;
Approval of Superintendent’s Employment Contract.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco
School
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m. Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at
www.psd1.org/domain/24.
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