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Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

McClintock 6th Grade Teacher Spends Week at Space Camp
Many of us spent our childhood dreaming about becoming astronauts and going into space. Barbara
McClintock STEM Elementary teacher Whitney
Billman had some of those same dreams, too. But
she’s just a little better than the rest of us now, and
she even has the flight suit to prove it.

from Indonesia, Malaysia, Russia, South Africa, the
Philippines and the United States. They ranged from
third grade math and science teachers to high school
physics teachers, and everything in between.
“It felt a little like summer camp. We were all there
for the same reason and we really came together as a
family that first night we were there,” Billman says.
“Now, we’ve set up a Facebook page where we all
post about things that we’re doing in class. We’re all
there to share ideas and support each other.”

Billman attended the Honeywell Space Academy for
Educators at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in
Huntsville, Alabama in early June. The week-long
camp included more than 100 teachers from around
the world, representing 35 states and 25 different
countries.

The teams were asked to complete several engineering design challenges. They also had to complete several simulated missions inside replicas of the International Space Station and the cockpit of a space shuttle.

“I never thought I would get picked,” Billman says.
“I always wanted to go to space camp as a kid, and
this really felt like I was living out one of my childhood dreams.”

Billman sent in her application last winter, which included several essays she had to write about what the
experience would mean to her, and how it would impact her teaching. The sixth grade teacher says she
tried to soak up as much information as she could
during the camp, but also drew some inspiration from
the astronauts who spoke to the group. “They kept
talking about how it was their teachers that inspired
them to pursue their dreams of becoming an astronaut
or working in the space industry,” Billman says. “I
know we’re going into summer, but I’m so excited
about the possibilities that lie ahead. I can’t wait to
get our kids back in the classroom this fall.”

The teachers were all split up into teams. Whitney
was part of Team Unity, which included teachers

Billman is also encouraging many of her colleagues
McClintock STEM Elementary teacher Whitney Billman just to apply. “It was seriously a once in a lifetime opporreturned from Honeywell’s Space Academy for Educators. tunity.”
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Pasco Teachers Spend Summer with PNNL Researchers
Summer break is a great time for teachers to recharge
their batteries, but Pasco High School teachers Molly
Tuinstra and John Weisenfeld won’t be getting
much down time this summer.
For the next several weeks, Tuinstra and Weisenfeld
will be working alongside researchers at Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory. The teachers are part
of a group of Tri-City area teachers who received
Partners in Science Grants from the M.J. Murdock
Charitable Trust. These teachers will work alongside
their mentors at PNNL, WSU Tri-Cities and WSU’s
Prosser research station over the next two summers.
Tuinstra is a biology teacher at Pasco High School,
but on June 22 she reported to PNNL to work in the
lab of Dr. Amoret Bunn and Dr. Janelle Downs, who
are performing evaluations of sagebrush-steppe environments to measure effects of pesticide applications
on human health and the ecosystem.

Pasco teachers John Weisenfeld (left) and Molly Tuinstra
(right) are working with PNNL researchers this summer.

K-12 Science Learning Standards (NGSS) in my
classroom using tools from the VAEI like Communities of Scientific Practice and their new online learning platform NexGenInquiry,” says Weisenfeld.

The Murdock Partners in Science Program is designed to help high school science teachers work with
a mentor doing cutting-edge research over the course
of two summers. After the first summer, partners develop a brief pictorial poster showing their research to
date for presentation at a regional meeting in August
“I am thrilled to be able to get some hands on reand again at a national meeting in January. After the
search experience and I am ecstatic to share this expe- second year working with their mentors, partners rerience with my students. I hope to be able to better
turn to the conferences with an oral presentation on
engage my students in the Next Generation Science
their progress. The purpose of these grants is to bring
Standards (NGSS) content standards by using this
the knowledge from the research lab back into the
experience as a springboard,” says Tuinstra.
high school science classroom, promoting hands-on
science education.
The teachers also traveled to Vancouver, WA on June
26 for three days of training with other grant winners Four other Pasco School District teachers also refrom around the Northwest. The training was provid- ceived the Murdock grants, including Kentin Alford,
ed by the Van Andel Education Institute (VAEI),
Frederick Burke and Emily Jordan from Chiawana
which is a Murdock partner.
High School, and Devin Olson from New Horizons
High School.
“I’m really looking forward to learning more about
how I can better address the new Washington State
Meanwhile, Weisenfeld, who is a physics teacher at
Pasco High, will be working for Dr. Xiao-Ying Yu
studying liquid time-of-flight secondary ion mass
spectrometry at the Environmental Molecular Sciences Laboratory.
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District Bids Farewell to 2015-16 Student Representatives
Carson Bergstrom, Abraham
Mendoza and Juan Mojica took
their seats as student representatives on the Pasco School District
Board of Directors for the final
time on June 28. The freshly minted graduates will be heading off in
different directions this fall after
spending the last 12 months working together as part of the school
board.
Bergstrom attended McGee Elementary and McLoughlin Middle
School before graduating from Pasco High School earlier this month. Left to right: Student Representatives Carson Bergstrom, Abraham Mendoza and
He was president of the National Juan Mojica attended their final Board of Directors meeting on June 28.
Honor Society and was a four-time
Student of the Year winner for
tunity to serve my student body,
ious WSU Crimson Award, which
which he earned the coveted Gold- school, and community for the past is renewable for four years.
en Bulldog. He also earned more
school year. This position has
than $91,000 in scholarships,
made me want to run for a position “Being a Student Board Reprewhich he will use to pursue a major on the school board when I am old- sentative for the past year has been
in chemistry with an emphasis in
er and serve our community when I such an incredible journey that has
biochemistry and biology at Pacific am done with my own education.” shaped me into a better human beLutheran University starting this
ing,” Mendoza says. “It helped me
fall.
Mendoza attended Frost and Twain become more of a professional perElementary schools and Stevens
son that can present ideas to a
“To say being a Student RepreMiddle School and was a member group of people, and serve as a
sentative on the school board has
of the first class to graduate from
voice for the ideas and opinions of
been a great experience does not do Delta High School’s new permaothers. Throughout the year I was
it justice,” Bergstrom says. “This
nent home in Pasco. He was an
able to notice the contributions of
experience has really changed my ASB representative and vicemany staff members of the Pasco
perspective of not only public edu- president of the debate club. He’ll School District. Teachers, adminiscation but politics, academics and be staying closer to home and will trators and other staff sacrifice very
life in general. It has shown me
attend WSU Tri-Cities this fall
much for the students. They push
how hard people work for our edu- where he can both earn his degree for change and innovation and they
cation and has given me yet anoth- and launch his career as an entrealways put their students first. The
er level of respect for teachers, ad- preneur. He earned $16,000 in
board members are wise and caring
ministrators, and elected officials. I scholarships, including the prestig- individuals dedicated to making
was so blessed to have this oppor3
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Farewell to Student Representatives continued:
sure the school district operates to the best of its abili- one day open his own real estate development compaties. I am honored and delighted to have been a part of ny.
something so much greater than often seen.”
“Throughout my journey as
Mojica attended Emera student board representason and Whittier Eletive, I have developed an
mentary Schools and
extreme gratitude towards
Ochoa Middle School
our board members and also
before graduating from
all the amazing teachers in
Chiawana High School
our district,” Mojica says.
this month. When he
“I'm thankful that these peowasn’t busy taking AP
ple have given up their own
classes or working parttime from their families to
time, he served both his
provide for the district and
school and the commustudents. I also want to
Left
to
Right:
Juan
Mojica,
Carson
Bergstrom
and
Abraham
nity as a volunteer, parthank my Chiawana
Mendoza share a moment together at Pasco High School’s
ticipating in Key Club,
peers for trusting in me
graduation.
the Buddy Club and
and giving me the reNatural Helpers. He also earned six varsity letters in
sponsibility of being their voice. I would honestly reccross country and track.
ommend this position to all our students.”
He’ll be attending the University of Washington this
fall, also with the help of several scholarships, to pursue degrees in civil engineering and finance so he can

Congratulations to these three outstanding young men
and best of luck in the adventures that await you!

New Student Board
Representatives Selected
Three new student representatives were
selected last week after an intensive interview process. A total of 14 students
submitted applications. Evan Naef (left)
from Chiawana High School, Misti Lace
(center) from Pasco High School and
Jesus Mendoza (right) from New Horizons High School will be sworn in during
the next Board of Directors meeting on
July 26.
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Chiawana HS Student Competes in National Debate Tournament
Baylee Easterday just wrapped up her sophomore year at Chiawana
High School, but she’s already excited about what’s in store for her
junior year. Easterday traveled to Salt Lake City, Utah in early June
to compete in the prestigious National Speech and Debate Association Tournament.
Easterday is just the third Pasco student to ever qualify for the national tournament. She competed in Original Oratory, which involved a
ten-minute persuasive speech. Her topic was audism, which is the
prejudice against the deaf and the hard-of-hearing community. She
researched and wrote the speech, and with the help of Chiawana ASL
teacher Jenny Henn, she used sign language to deliver much of the
speech as she spoke.
“Most of the semi-finalists were seniors, so I know I have some
growing to do,” Easterday says. “Watching the final round was really
helpful. I’m already looking for next year’s topic so I can do this
again.”
Easterday also competed in Poetry Reading and Prose Reading, two
events she had never competed in before, as well as the Impromptu
Speaking competition.
Also at the tournament, Chiawana’s debate team coach Vicky Hyde
received her Diamond Coach award which recognizes a professional career that combines excellence and longevity.
Each year the tournament draws more than 5,000 students, coaches and parents from across the nation.

SAVE THE DATE!
First day of school for 2016-17
Grades K-7 and 9: August 30
Grades 8 and 10-12: August 31
Find the complete 2016-17 calendar online at
www.psd1.org/calendars
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Chiawana’s Ford Powers Selected for WIAA LEAP Committee
Chiawana High School’s Ford Powers is one of eight incoming juniors around
the state of Washington who were recently selected to join the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association’s Leadership through Education Activities and
Personal Development (LEAP) Committee.
Powers is a member of Chiawana’s football team, as well as the school’s speech
and debate team. He’s also a Leadership student at Chiawana. As a member of
the WIAA LEAP Committee, Powers will have the unique opportunity to represent the voice of Washington’s 225,000 high school student participants.
The students selected for the committee completed a thorough application process that included an online application, a short essay explaining why athletics
and activities are important, three letters of recommendation, and a video personal statement about their school and why they should be selected. This year more
than 110 students applied to be part of the committee.
The group will meet five times during the 2016-17 school year. In addition to attending those five meetings,
each student is required to write a blog about their school which will be featured on the WIAA’s website and
social media pages while they are on the committee. The students also plan and implement the Coins for a
Cause Fundraiser that raises money for Special Olympics Washington and InvestED at the State Basketball
tournaments and the State Football Championship games at the Tacoma Dome.

Congratulations to this week’s PEAK! of the WEEK! Ag Association Management provided dinner at the New Horizons High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) banquet. They have been a great partner all year and have always
been willing to support different events and activities on campus. Thank you Ag Association Management for always
showing your utmost support to New Horizons High School.
Congratulations to all of our PEAK! of the Week partners!
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Upcoming Events:

July 1: Summer Music Concert: 12:30 p.m. Curie Elementary
July 4: Independence Day
July 4-8: Booth Building Closed
July 26: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 9: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Board Notes 06-28-16
Study Session
 Public Disclosure Commission training
Special Recognition
 Leslee Caul recognized the 2015-16 student board representatives Carson Bergstrom, Abraham Mendoza and Juan
Mojica.
Reports/Discussions:
 Kristi Docken presented an update on the progress the district is making to provide a continuum of service for
Pasco’s preschool children.
 Glenda Cloud presented an update on the graduating class of 2016, which totaled 929 students, including 470 from
Chiawana High School, 383 from Pasco High School, 48 from New Horizons High School and 28 from Delta High
School.
Action Items:
 The Board re-elected Steve Christensen to serve as the school board’s legislative representative for a two-year term
ending July 2018.
 The Board approved Resolution No. 926, which establishes maximum expenditure limits in each of the Pasco
School District’s five funds for school year 2016-17.
 The Board approved Resolution No. 927, appointing Michelle Whitney and Glenda Cloud as agents authorized to
receive notice of claims for damages.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Overnight Student Travel: Chiawana HS Dance Team to United Dance Association Summer Team Camp in Centralia, WA; Chiawana HS Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) to the 2016 Student Ambassador Summer retreat in Pullman, WA; Chiawana HS Yearbook club to Inland Northwest Yearbook camp in Spokane, WA; Pasco HS Yearbook club to Inland Northwest Yearbook camp in Spokane, WA; Pasco HS Cheer team to Washington State University Summer Cheer camp in Pullman,
WA; Pasco HS Volleyball team to Eastern Washington University Volleyball Team camp in Cheney, WA; Chiawana
HS Wrestling team to Washington Intensive Wrestling camp in Chehalis, WA; Pasco HS Wrestling team to Summer
Duals Wrestling tournament in Cashmere, WA; Chiawana HS Cheer team to Summer Team camp at Great Wolf Lodge
in Centralia, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel: Pasco HS Dance team to the Hip Hop International USA/World competition in Las Vegas, NV; Chiawana HS Volleyball team to University of Idaho Summer Team
camp in Moscow, ID; Approval of 2017 Graduation Dates; Approval of 2016-17 School Calendar (revised); Approval
of Purchase of City of Pasco Senior Center; Approval of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) agreement.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco
School.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m. Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at
www.psd1.org/domain/24.
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