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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

Stakeholder Groups Work to Shape District’s Plans for Future
More than two dozen interested parents, teachers and
community members joined forces with Superintendent Michelle Whitney to help shape the future of
Pasco schools at a pair of stakeholder workgroup
meetings on Nov. 7 and 9. The meetings were designed to get community input and feedback as the
district works to refresh and renew the 2016-2019
Strategic Improvement Plan.
“Our two stakeholder events really exceeded my expectations,” Whitney says. “I was hoping there would
be some genuine, authentic engagement around planning the initiatives of our district moving forward,
and that’s exactly what happened.”

District stakeholders discuss some possible options to
help implement the district’s new initiatives during their
workgroup meeting on Nov. 7 at the Booth Building.

learn more about how some of those suggestions were
implemented. At that point, the stakeholder groups
will share their thoughts on some aspects of the district’s budgeting process. “The people in the room
seemed like they were interested in being engaged in
that part of the process,” Whitney says. “We’re excited to get them involved again in the spring.”

Board Approved “Outrageous Outcomes”

Stakeholders discuss which priorities will be most important as they examine one of the five “Outrageous
Outcomes” recently adopted by the Board of Directors.

Those initiatives are centered around the “Outrageous
Outcomes” recently adopted by the Board of Directors. Whitney says some of the information the
groups identified as a priority will be moved forward
so that principals and district-level officials can take
action. The groups will meet again in the spring to
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100% of all 3rd graders will read on grade
level in their language of instruction



100% of students will pass Algebra by the
end of 9th grade



100% of students are engaged in extracurricular activities



100% of 9th graders will end the school year
on track for graduation



100% of students graduate and have a career
path
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#PROUD OF PASCO: Board of Directors Named 2016 Board of the Year

The Pasco School District Board of Directors is one of 
three Washington school boards named a 2016 Board
of the Year by the Washington State School Directors’

Association (WSSDA).
Board President Scott Lehrman, Board Vice President
Steve Christensen, and member s Sherry Lancon,
Amy Phillips, and Aaron Richardson wer e honor ed
Nov. 17 during the annual WSSDA conference in
Spokane. Pasco was named Board of the Year in the
large district category, while River View and Crescent
were honored in the medium and small district categories. The Boards of the Year were chosen from a
field of 24 school boards who were named Boards of
Distinction by WSSDA earlier this month.

Adopting a collaboratively developed district plan
focused on learning and achievement
Employing and supporting quality teachers, administrators and other staff, and providing for professional development

Applicants also discussed specific decisions their
boards had made and evidence on how they were
working to help close the opportunity gap. The applications were evaluated by an independent review
panel.

The annual Boards of Distinction program honors
school boards that demonstrate effective use of the
Washington School Board Standards. The standards,
developed and adopted by WSSDA in 2009, promote research-based governance practices that lead
to high levels of student and district achievement,
and help close the opportunity gap.
The PSD Board was also named a Board of Distinction in 2014, and in 2009 they were named a
WSSDA Board of the Year.

Saluting Students
McClintock STEM Elementary students (left to
right) Teagan Fletcher, Alexis Clark, Ivan Ceja,
Erica Morfin, Isaish Sabala, Antonio Hernandez
and Hayden Harshfield led the flag salute at the
Board of Directors meeting on November 8. The
students are members of McClintock’s robotics
teams.

Award applicants submitted essays and supporting
evidence to demonstrate how they are putting the
standards into practice. This year, applicants addressed the following:


Being accountable and open to the public, and
seeking divergent perspectives in its decision
making
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Teachers Get Jumpstart on State Standards at ‘Saturday School’
While many people spent Saturday, Nov. 5, enjoying
a day off, dozens of Pasco School District teachers
had their noses in textbooks, working to gain a deeper
understanding of the Washington State K-12 Learning
Standards.
For one Saturday a month, these teachers are gathering at the district’s administration building for a power-packed day full of instruction as part of the
Jumpstart training program. The three-part training
started in October and will wrap up with a final session on December 3.
This “Saturday School” for teachers is really an extension of the Summer Jumpstart program that the district hosted in partnership with the Pasco Association
of Educators (PAE) and the Washington Education
Association (WEA). The WEA provided the trainers
for the three-day intensive workshop in June that was
attended by about 300 Pasco teachers. On the fourth
day, the WEA trainers worked with several Pasco
teachers and instructional coaches in a “train the trainer” model, so those employees would be ready to lead
district training this fall.

New Horizons High School Instructional Coach Becky
Hitchman leads English language arts training at the
November Jumpstart session.

following sessions.

“It’s a pretty rigorous training, but the feedback that
we got from the teachers this summer was excellent.
They felt they really did have a deeper understanding
The teachers are working to deepen their understand- of the standards which helped them prepare better lesing and knowledge of the new state standards, and
sons for their kids to make sure they’re successful in
examining the “shifts” required in teaching and learn- meeting those grade-level standards.”
ing to help their students meet these new grade-level
standards.

Proud of Pasco

“They’re also building in time during the training so
teachers can apply what they’re learning,” says Curriculum and Professional Development Director
LeAnn Nunamaker. “They can look at a lesson
they’re preparing and say, ‘Where am I seeing shifts
and how do I make sure that the rigor of the standards
is being addressed in my work?’”
Nunamaker says it’s a big time commitment for the
teachers because they’re working through a series of
three training modules where the learning expands
and builds on each session. If a teacher misses one of
the sessions, they miss out on learning that content
and gaining the knowledge that will be needed for the
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Canadian Students to Join Enterprise Week This Year, Judges Needed
Enterprise Week, the Pasco School District’s 17th
annual business simulation event for high school seniors, is coming soon and will feature some special
guests this year. Three students from Nakusp, British
Columbia will be joining Student Board Representatives Jesus Mendoza, Misty
Lace and Evan Naef for the fiveday event Nov. 28-Dec. 2 at the
TRAC in Pasco.

company of 14 to 15 students to mentor through the
business operating cycle. Advisors are needed daily
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Company advisor duties can also be shared if it is not possible to be at the event for all of the required hours.
Judges are needed on Dec. 1 and 2 to
review the work of student companies in the areas of marketing, human
resources, and digital story board,
and to judge stockholder presentations and the culminating tradeshow.
Shifts are two hours or less, times
vary, and no experience is necessary.

Cam Olson, Carmen Larder and
Rhys McLeod have been involved in a very exciting entrepreneurial experience in Nakusp
and have invented a product
called the “EZ Lite Fire Starter
Kit.” They will present their
concept to Pasco students on
Thursday of Enterprise Week.

Volunteers do not need any business
experience to play a meaningful part
in Enterprise Week. All materials,
such as scoring sheets, will be provided.

The weeklong program provides
seniors from Chiawana, New Horizons, and Pasco
high schools the opportunity to experience the business world by developing a new product and working
as a company team to build a supporting business for
that product.

Enterprise Week provides students
the opportunity to work as a team, to think critically,
to build leadership skills, and to learn about business
ethics and the free enterprise system.

To sign up or for more information, please contact the
Enterprise Week office at 543-6727 or visit the EnterVolunteers are still needed to serve as company advi- prise website at http://www.psd1.org/enterprise.
sors and judges to continue to make this valuable program a success. Company advisors are assigned a

Donate Food, Help Families With 4th Annual ‘Project Fill the Bus’
You can help make sure everyone in our community has food on the table this winter with a donation of non-perishable food items to the 4th annual
“Project Fill the Bus” food drive.
Donations can be dropped off at any Pasco School
or District building until Dec. 9. This year Pasco
will be competing with the Kennewick and Richland school districts to see who can gather the
most food! Let’s show our neighbors how it’s
done! #PROUDOFPASCO

All donations will be delivered to the Second Harvest food bank. Help us fill the Bus!
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Angelou Elementary Welcomes Parents, Community at VIP Day

More than two dozen Very Important Patrons and
Very Interested Parents got up bright and early on
Nov. 15 to see Very Innovative Pasco in action at
Angelou Elementary’s VIP Day. Each guest spent
the morning with an Angelou student, engaging in
classroom activities and experiencing the exceptional qualities that make Pasco an exciting place to
work and learn. The guest list included local dignitaries like Franklin County Commissioners Rick
Miller and Brad Peck, Franklin County Prosecutor
Shawn Sant, and State Representative Joe Schmick.
More than two dozen Angelou students served as
tour guides for the guests, showing off some of the
great things that students are learning and doing at
Angelou Elementary.
Click HERE to watch some video highlights from
Angelou’s VIP Day.
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Orchestra Students Write Holiday Letters for Sailors Overseas
About 200 fifth and sixth grade orchestra students are
working together to make the holidays a little brighter
for a group of Navy reservists serving overseas.
Colleen Spadoni is the or chestr a teacher at Emer son, McGee and Twain elementary schools. Last
week, her students wrote holiday letters for the sailors
who are serving alongside her son, Petty Officer 2nd
Class Brian Spadoni Freshley.
“They’re way out in the backcountry and living in
tents,” Spadoni says. “They’ll be away from their
families over the holidays, and we just wanted to let
them know somebody is thinking about them.”

Twain orchestra students (from left to right) Steven
Vinson, Maritza Velazquez and Emily Pena help prepare
holiday gift packages for a group of Navy reservists
serving overseas.

The students wrote individual letters for the 210 sailors in her son’s unit. Along with the letters, they’re

sending the sailors packages with Santa hats and candy canes. “The kids are really excited about the letters,” Spadoni says. “They’re putting a lot of time and
thought into them. They want these brave men to
know that they appreciate the sacrifice they’re making for their country.”
Spadoni plans to mail the letters out this month because it often takes three to four weeks for mail to
reach her son’s unit. “We want to make sure they get
them before the holidays,” Spadoni adds.

Learn More About Pasco Schools on Superintendent’s Bus Tour
The Pasco School District invites you to spend the morning with Superintendent Michelle Whitney on a Superintendent’s Bus Tour. The next bus tour event is scheduled for Nov. 30 and you’ll get a personalized tour
of Delta High School and Enterprise week, the district’s annual business simulation event for high school seniors at the TRAC Center. The bus tour with
Superintendent Whitney starts at 8 a.m. at the Booth Building and continental
breakfast and lunch will be provided. Translation services are available but
seating is limited.
Registration is required and you can do that by calling (509) 546-2686 or
emailing PublicAffairs@psd1.org.
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Photos (clockwise from top left): Angelou Elementary Cub Scouts prepare to present the colors for
the school’s Veterans Day Assembly. Whittier elementary 2nd graders sing patriotic songs for the
crowd during the school’s Veterans Day assembly.
Angelou Elementary 4th graders show off their
Red, White and Blue during their Veterans Day
assembly. An Emerson Elementary student presents the Navy flag during their Veterans Day assembly. Capt. Mike Baddley shares some inspirational words with the students at Robinson Elementary during their Veterans Day assembly.
Capt. Baddley is the brother of Heather Baddley
who is a sixth grade teacher at Robinson.
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Opinions Wanted: Share Your Thoughts on Curriculum Materials
This year, eight committees made up of teachers, specialists, administrators, parents, and community members are meeting as part of the district's ongoing curriculum materials review process. Each committee
meets weekly with a common goal to provide the most
up-to-date, research-based and appropriate materials
for our students.
The committees are seeking input from the community
as they choose new curriculum materials for science,
social studies, technology, leadership, music, physical
education, visual arts and world languages.
Please follow the link below to complete a short survey. There are separate surveys for elementary, middle
school, and high school parents. You can take the survey HERE: http://bit.ly/PSDCurriculumSurvey

Name Suggestions Needed for New Early Learning Center
The Pasco School District is seeking nominations from the
public on the name for the new Early Learning Center which
will open in 2017.
Names most likely to be forwarded to the Board of Directors
for consideration will honor the contributions of individuals
to the development of young children or reflect early learning concepts. Nominations can be emailed
to Names@psd1.org.
With your suggestion, please include the reason(s) why you
are proposing the name. All suggestions will be reviewed by
the School Naming Committee, which will then recommend
a list of possible names to the district’s Board of Directors.
The Board will select the name for the new Early Learning Center.
The following criteria will be used in the selection process:
 The names shall be known to, and significant to, the people of the Pasco School District
 The names shall not conflict with the names of other schools in our area
 Names of living persons shall be avoided unless circumstances warrant
In order for names of living persons to be considered, the person or persons must:
 Be representative of Pasco’s community
 Have strong connections to the Pasco community
 Have served as an inspiration to others
 Have overcome obstacles to achieve success
The district is also seeking community members to serve on the Naming Committee. The committee will meet
Dec. 1 and Dec. 15 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the district’s administration building.

Applications for the Naming Committee are available on the District website at www.psd1.org. Community
members can also call 543-6703 or email kdocken@psd1.org for more information.
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Upcoming Events:
Nov. 22: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 24-25: Thanksgiving Br eak - NO SCHOOL
Nov. 28-Dec. 2: Enter pr ise Week: TRAC Center
Nov. 30: Super intendent’s Bus Tour: Delta High School and
Enterprise Week - 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Dec. 13: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 21-Jan. 3: Winter Br eak - NO SCHOOL

Board Notes 11-8-16
Study Session
 Randy Nunamaker led a discussion with MGT of America reviewing the long range master planning process for
facilities.
Reports/Discussions:
 Mark Garrett provided the board an overview of the district’s Technology Plan, including the process used to develop the plan, the format of the plan, and some initiatives within the plan.
 Tracy Wilson provided the board an update on the special education community roundtable discussion outcomes
from the Oct. 6, 2016 workshop. She also shared an overview of the recommendations, implementation, and action
items completed.
Action Items:
 The Board approved the Board of Directors 2017 legislative priorities.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Out of Country Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Ski
Club to Red Mountain Ski Resort in Rossland, British Columbia; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for
Chiawana High School Ski Club to Schweitzer Ski Resort in Sandpoint, ID; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for
Delta High School Student Innovation Challenge Team to the Washington State School Directors’ Association
(WSSDA) Annual Conference in Spokane, WA.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
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