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4th Annual Districtwide ‘Project Fill the Bus’ Food Drive Delivers Again
An annual Pasco tradition continued on Dec. 19 as
three Pasco school buses rolled into the parking lot of
the Second Harvest Distribution Center off Foster
Wells Road, loaded full of non-perishable food donations for the food bank.
The annual “Project Fill the Bus” food drive was the
brainchild of PSD bus drivers Tamara Pearson and
Cheryl Ross back in 2013. “As bus drivers, we see a
lot of stuff first
hand,” says
Pearson. “We
wanted to do
something to
give back to our
community.”

donations during the Desert Plateau Luminaria celebration on Dec. 17.
Pearson says the schools really get into the competition to collect the most food. “McLoughlin Middle
School actually counted how many cans they were
donating this year. They topped 1,300 cans, which
was pretty impressive,” Pearson says.

With many families dealing
with tighter
budgets in the
winter months,
this food drive
comes at a perfect time to do
The event continthe most good.
ues to grow year
“This is a chalafter year. Donalenging time for
tions are collectthose in need,”
ed at each school
says Second
and district buildHarvest DevelThe
“Project
Fill
the
Bus”
food
drive
has
collected
more
than
30,000
pounds
ing for several
opment Manager
of food for Second Harvest over the last four years.
weeks. Then in
Jean Tucker.
mid-December, the bus drivers drive to each building “The cold winter months mean higher heating bills,
to pick up the donations and then deliver them to Sec- which leaves less grocery money for families already
ond Harvest. “There’s a group of us that has been do- struggling with hunger. The “Project Fill the Bus”
ing it for four years and we really enjoy it. We get
donation will help stock the shelves of food banks
really excited to go out and collect the food. We have and meal programs right here in Benton and Franklin
a great time,” Pearson says.
counties.”
This year, the bus drivers ventured out into the community as well, setting up a bus to collect food at the
Yoke’s Fresh Market on Road 68 on Dec. 10. They
also stationed a bus at McGee Elementary to collect

Over the past four years, Pasco bus drivers have collected close to 30,000 pounds of food for Second Harvest.
#PROUDofPASCO
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McLoughlin Science Teacher Surprised with Classroom STEM Grant
Congratulations to McLoughlin Middle
School science teacher Brandon Hoeft!
He was surprised by the Dream Builders
Foundation, that partnered with the MidColumbia STEM Foundation to award a
$1,000 grant for a STEM-based classroom
project.
Hoeft already has some big ideas for the
grant. “I would like to put the money toward a Kelvin Kit that will help students
research flight and learn how design is important in creating lift and reducing drag
for better flight,” he says. “Next year, I’m
hoping to get a few teams enrolled in the
LEAF (Lindbergh Electric Aircraft Flight)
McLoughlin Middle School science teacher Brandon Hoeft (2nd from
Challenge at the Museum of Flight in Seatright) celebrates his $1,000 Dream Builders Foundation grant with
tle.”

Click HERE to watch a video of the surprise presentation in Mr. Hoeft’s classroom.

Foundation board members (pictured left to right) Bruce Hawkins,
Russ Whitaker and Judy Reault.

‘Operation Warm’ Provides Winter Coats for Kids at Chess Elementary
A big “thank you” to the Pasco Fire Department for providing dozens of brand-new winter coats for students
at Chess Elementary.
Firefighters collected more than $3,000 at a pair of fund-raisers at the Pasco Albertsons and Roasters Coffee
locations last month. With that money, they were able to purchase more than 100 brand-new coats that were
handed out to students at Chess last week. “With colder temperatures on the way, we knew we had to get
these coats distributed as soon as possible,” says Pasco Firefighter Chris Mortensen. “It was great to see the
smiles on all of their faces.” Click HERE to watch a video of the coat giveaway. #PROUDofPASCO
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Police Help Grant Holiday Wishes for Pasco Kids
Christmas came a few days early for
23 Pasco students who joined forces
with local law enforcement to take
part in the annual “Cops and Kids
Christmas Shopping” event at the
Pasco Walmart on Dec. 17.

“It’s a great event for us and we look
forward to it every year,” says Pasco
Police Chief Bob Metzger. “It helps
us share the holiday spirit with some
great kids in our community.”

A big “thank you” to the Pasco PoThe kids and their families were
lice Department, the Franklin County
treated to breakfast, and then each
Sheriff’s Office, and the Pasco
child was given a $125 gift card to go Walmart for making this holiday seashopping. The toy aisle was a popu- son very special for our students.
lar destination, but most of the kids
spent their
money on
gifts for
their entire
family.

Proud of Pasco

Click HERE to watch a
holiday video message
from Superintendent
Michelle Whitney.

New Horizons’ Art Club Hosts Downtown ‘One Day Art Show’
The New Horizons High School Art Club hosted their first-ever
“One Day Art Show” inside the historic downtown Post Office on
Dec. 16. The event was a joint effort between the Art Club and the
Downtown Pasco Development Authority (DPDA) and attracted
more than 70 visitors.
A total of 14 students participated in the event and many of them
helped to organize the art exhibit. “The students were ecstatic about
the turnout and all the positive interactions they had with the visitors,” says New Horizons High School art teacher Saul Martinez,
who also serves as the Art Club’s advisor.
Martinez says the old Post Office building was an ideal venue for
the event, thanks to its high ceilings, and vintage appeal and ambience. The Art Club plans to continue to work with the DPDA to
help bring the arts to life downtown through more art shows and
other community events.
#PROUDofPASCO
3

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Board of Directors Recognized as 2016 ‘Board of the Year’
The Pasco School District Board of Directors
was recognized at the Dec. 13 board meeting
for being named the 2016 Board of the Year by
the Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA). The honor was originally
announced at the annual WSSDA conference in
Spokane on Nov. 17.
It’s the second time Pasco’s school board has
been named Board of the Year by WSSDA.

Chess Students Get Some New Wheels in ‘Bikes for Books’ Contest
Congratulations to Rowena Chess
Elementary 4th graders Marisol
Madrigal and Johnathan Rojas!
They were the big winners in the
school’s ‘Bikes for Books’ reading contest in December. For every 100 minutes
of reading they completed, students
earned a ticket into the drawing for two
brand-new bicycles, which were donated by the Pasco Masonic Lodge. Both Marisol and Johnathan are students in Elizabeth Wierenga Lee’s 4th
grade classroom at Rowena Chess.
A big “thank you” to the Pasco Masonic Lodge for donating such an awesome prize to encourage kids to keep
up with their reading! #PROUDofPASCO

Saluting Students
Markham Elementary students
(from left to right) Sydney
Leavens, Steele Shumway
and Cecily Kuhn led the flag
salute at the Board of Directors
meeting on Dec. 13. The students are all ASB officers at
Markham Elementary.

4

Positively Pasco

NEWS

5

Upcoming Events:

Dec. 21-Jan. 3: Winter Br eak: NO SCHOOL
Jan. 1-31: School Boar d Recognition Month
Jan. 10: Boar d of Dir ector s meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 16: Mar tin Luther King, J r . Day: NO SCHOOL
Jan. 24: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 26: VIP Day: Twain Elementar y: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jan. 27: PHS vs. CHS Tr iple-Header @ Chiawana HS
Girls Basketball/Wrestling/Boys Basketball: 5 p.m. start

Board Notes 12-13-16
Study Session
 Randy Nunamaker and Carla Lobos provided an update on the district’s plans for portable classrooms in the 201718 school year.
Special Recognition
 Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to Pasco School District Board members Scott Lehrman, Steve Christensen, Sherry Lancon, Amy Phillips and Aaron Richardson for being named the 2016 Board of the Year by the
Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA).
Election of Board Officers:
 The Board re-elected Scott Lehrman to serve as President for a one-year term, elected Amy Phillips to serve as Vice
President for a one-year term, and elected Aaron Richardson to serve as WIAA Representative for a one-year term.
Reports/Discussions:
 Erich Bolz provided the board with an update on graduation rates for the Pasco School District, which have significantly improved over the last five years. The presentation highlighted the positive practices responsible for the results and provided recommendations for future growth.
 Student Board Representatives Misty Lace, Jesus Mendoza and Evan Naef provided the board with a recommendation to create a Student Advisory Council with member representatives from all four PSD high schools.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Lease Agreement between Pasco School District and Columbia Basin College to Relocate New Horizons High School; Approval of Use of Readiness to Learn (RTL) Provision of Learning Assistance Program (LAP); Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Pasco High School Chicano Literature Class to attend the 2017 Latino/a Educational Achievement Program (LEAP) Conference and Legislative Day in Tacoma and
Olympia, WA; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Speech and Debate Team to competition at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High
School Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) to Pro Sports and Entertainment Career Conference in Mt.
Hood and Portland, OR; Approval of Out of Country Overnight Student Travel to Pasco High School Students Education First Educational Tour to Spain, France and Italy.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco
Schools.

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
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