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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

Chess Elementary Teacher Named 2017 Crystal Apple Winner
Chess Elementary bilingual teacher and instructional
coach Alicia Barber was treated to flowers, a video
tribute, and quite a surprise on the morning of Feb. 8.
Superintendent Michelle Whitney stopped by the
school’s staff meeting before school to announce that
Barber will be honored on March 9 as a 2017 Crystal
Apple Award
for Excellence in Education winner.

with her students and communicating with parents.
She is giving and truly cares about all students and
staff. Her warm, friendly nature and attitude help create a safe and truly fun learning environment for all.
Her genuine care of others, professional manner, wit,
integrity, and positive attitude make her a pleasure to
work with.”
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Snow Days Prompt Changes to District Calendar
Because of recent cancellations for snow days, the
Pasco School District calendar has been changed.
March 3 will be added to the calendar as an instructional day for all students.
The District is still working on plans to meet the state
requirements for school days and instructional hours
for all students. To date, the district has lost ten days
of instruction due to weather cancellations. The District appreciates the community’s patience as it works
as quickly as possible to make the best decisions for will be held June 2. Chiawana High School and Pasco
High School graduations will be held on June 3.
all Pasco students.
At their Feb. 14 meeting, the Board of Directors de- The district will work with the high schools to precided to keep the graduation dates for Chiawana High pare activities to engage seniors for several days of
instruction, either on Saturdays or after graduation, to
School, Delta High School, New Horizons High
make up for instructional time lost due to weather
School and Pasco High School as they are currently
scheduled. Delta High School graduation will be held cancellations. When details about those instructional
activities are determined, students and parents will be
June 1, while New Horizons High School graduation
notified.

Bulldog Brings Home State Title
Congratulations to Pasco High School freshman Isaiah
Gonzalez who captured the 4A State Championship in
the 113 lb. weight class at the State Wrestling tournament in
Tacoma!
Gonzalez outscored his opponents 24-0 at the 2017 Mat
Classic in the Tacoma Dome, and defeated Tahoma's Austin
Michaelski in the finals to claim the state title.
#PROUDofPASCO

Have you Seen PSD-TV?
PSD-TV is our new monthly online program
that showcases some of the great things happening in the Pasco School District, and celebrates
the outstanding students, teachers and staff
members here in Pasco Schools.

You can find PSD-TV on the district’s YouTube
channel and Facebook page.
To watch our latest episode, click HERE.
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PSD Teacher Fair Draws Strong Interest From Local Candidates
More than 70 prospective teaching candidates from
around the Mid-Columbia attended the Pasco School
District Teacher Fair at Chiawana High School on
Feb. 9, far surpassing the expectations of the district’s
Employee Services Department.
“The job fair was fantastic!” says Robin Hay, Executive Director of Employee Services. “We had more
than 70 candidates show up, and we offered 23 letters
of intent to certificated teachers. We had no idea we
would offer so many letters of intent. It really exceeded our expectations.”
Hay says they met with a wide variety of candidates,
including elementary and high school teachers, as well
as bilingual and special education teachers. Each
teacher candidate was able to meet and interview with

Employee Services Technician Laurie Shaffer helps a
teaching candidate with his paperwork at the PSD Teacher Fair on Feb. 9.

an administrator, and then completed an exit interview
with Executive Director of Teaching and Learning
Carla Lobos, or with Hay herself.
Hay says they met with a few teachers who live in the
Tri-Cities and commute to outlying areas to teach.
They told her they came to the teacher fair hoping to
secure a job in Pasco.
Hay adds that the District will continue to visit career
fairs and hold candidate days in the spring, but the
success they saw at the teacher fair really put them
ahead of schedule. “It was great to be able to interview
so many people,” Hay says. “Now we have all of their
information on file, so when teaching positions come
open for out-of-district candidates, they will be in a
great position to be considered for those jobs.”

Robinson Elementary Principal Wendi Manthei (left)
and Angelou Elementary Principal Diana Cissne (right)
interview with a teaching candidate.

Saluting Students
Chiawana High School students (from
left to right) Meg Nelson, Ivan Perez,
Kaitlyn Roy, Kayleigh Ellsworth and
Victor Silva led the flag salute at the
Board of Directors meeting on Feb. 14.
The students are members of Chiawana’s American Sign Language Class,
Club and Deaf Education program.
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Spring Lecture Series Continues March 7

Proud of Pasco

The Pasco School District’s Special Services Department will host a lecture series with Sherry Mashburn from the Partnership for Action, Voices
for Empowerment (PAVE).
The first session was held on Feb. 21 and focused on what to do if your
child has a 504 plan or an IEP (individual education program). Attendees
learned about what role Evaluations and Student Records play in these
programs.
A second session is scheduled for March 7 from 6-7:30 p.m. and will focus on how to use an IEP to determine if your child is making progress. It
will include a down-to-earth discussion about IEPs, what they are and
what can be done to support students in Special Education.
The third session is scheduled for March 21 from 6-7:30 p.m. and will
include lots of information, ideas and supports about behavior, discipline,
communication and advocacy.

All three sessions will be held at the Booth Administration Building, and
Spanish translation will be provided.

Click HERE to watch a
video of Superintendent
Michelle Whitney visiting kindergartners at
Livingston Elementary.

If you have any questions, or if you need more information, contact
Amber Burrows at 543-6703 or aburrows@psd1.org.

Bill & Debbie Robertson Nissan provided all the snacks for Twain Elementary’s “Donuts with Dads” event. Students
were able to bring their dads (or male role models) and spend time together at the event. Thanks to Bill & Debbie
Robertson Nissan for being an awesome PEAK! Partner!
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PSD Winter Carnival Offers Food and Fun for Pasco Families

Hundreds of Pasco School District students, employees
and their families filled the Student Mall at Chiawana
High School on Feb. 23 for the 2nd annual PSD Winter
Carnival. Several PEAK! Partners set up booths with
giveaways and prizes for the whole family. Leadership
students from the district’s high schools and middle
schools also hosted carnival games for children. Food
truck vendors were also set up outside the mall to serve
tasty treats to the guests.
The event also featured the unveiling of the new school
-branded VISA debit cards from Gesa Credit Union.
Gesa members can now show their “Pasco Pride” with
a Chiawana, New Horizons, or Pasco High branded
debit card. The new program earns money for high
school student activities in the Pasco School District
each time a cardholder swipes their Gesa VISA debit
card.
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Chiawana Speech & Debate Team Captures Regional Title
Congratulations to the Chiawana High
School Speech & Debate team! The
Riverhawks won the regional competition on Feb. 11 at Southridge High
School. Three team members also captured individual regional titles: Baylee
Easterday in Original Oratory,
Isaiah Moore in Interpretive Reading
and Ilaria Vanzanelli in Expository
Speaking. Easterday and Moore also
teamed up to win the regional title in
Dual Interpretation.
A total of 17 Riverhawks have qualified
to compete in the State Speech & Debate Tournaments in March.
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Upcoming Events:

Feb. 28: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 2: VIP DAY - Capt. Gray STEM Elementary: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Mar. 12: Daylight Saving Time Begins
Mar. 13-17: Classified School Employees Week
Mar. 13-17: K-8 Early Release - Conferences
Mar. 14: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 20: Fir st Day of Spr ing

Special Board Meeting Notes 2-21-17
Reports/Discussion
 Michelle Whitney provided the board with a follow-up on the February Bond Election results and the district’s long
-term facilities planning. The Board also heard comments from members of the audience.

Board Notes 2-14-17
Reports/Discussions
 Michelle Whitney provided the board an update on the rationale, baseline benchmark data and key actions associated with meeting the district’s outrageous outcome that 100% of students will pass algebra by the end of 9th grade.
Action Items
 The board decided to leave the graduation dates for Chiawana High School, Delta High School, New Horizons High
School and Pasco High School as they are currently scheduled. Delta High School’s graduation ceremony will be
held June 1. New Horizons High School’s graduation ceremony will be held June 2. Chiawana High School and
Pasco High School graduations will be held on June 3.
 The board approved relocating one double classroom portable to Frost Elementary School and one double classroom portable to McClintock STEM Elementary School.

Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Resolution No. 934 - Diversity Assurance for Elementary No. 16 Project;
Approval of Out of State/Overnight Student Travel for: Pasco High School Key Club to the Pacific Northwest District
Convention in Portland, OR; Chiawana High School Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) to Pro Sports
and Entertainment Career Conference in Portland and Mt. Hood, OR; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Pasco
High School Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) to the DECA State Career Development Conference in
Bellevue, WA; McLoughlin Middle School FCCLA Students to attend State Leadership Conference in Kennewick,
WA.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or
physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated
youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642
compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-546-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA
99301, 509-546-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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