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District Celebrates 19th Team Pasco Home
Pasco School District students, employees, board
members, and the community celebrated the completion of the 2017 Team Pasco Home with a dedication
ceremony and open house at the home on May 26.
A product of the Pasco Vocational Building Program,
the Team Pasco Homes project is a joint effort involving students from Chiawana, New Horizons, and
Pasco high schools. Construction Trades students
built the home under the guidance of teacher John
Weatherby with contributions from agricultur e
science, floriculture, and metals and welding technolThis is the 19th house built since the program began
ogy students.
20 years ago, which was originally called Bulldog
The students overcame many challenges to build this House. The name changed to Team Pasco Homes
year’s home, including a long, cold winter that forced when Chiawana and New Horizons students joined
the district to cancel school on several occasions. “I
the program.
nicknamed these guys the ‘Winter Warriors’ because
they were out here every day working on this house, For the students involved in the project, there is a tremendous sense of pride in knowing they’ve built
no matter how cold it was,” Weatherby says.
something that will soon become a home for a Pasco
family. “It took a lot of hard work, and a lot of teamwork for us to build this house, and we’re really proud
of the finished product,” says New Horizons senior
Eli Cardenas.
Since 1999, the Pasco Vocational Buildings Program
Board has awarded $208,250 in scholarships to Pasco
students. This year, the Board awarded $9,000 in
scholarships to seven students.
This year’s house, which is located at 4805 Pinehurst
Drive in Pasco, is listed with Century 21 Tri-Cities
Realtor Vicki Monteagudo for $324,900. Visit
www.century21tri-cities.com for more information.
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Esprit Graphic Communications Honored with “PinK” Award at Board Meeting
The Pasco School District Board of Directors presented a Partner in Kindness, or “PinK”, award to
Esprit Graphic Communications at their board
meeting on May 23.
Partner in Kindness awards are given to groups,
organizations and individuals who donate more
than $1,000 in cash, goods or services that directly benefit the students of the Pasco School District.
In February, Esprit published and delivered 75
copies of Freeway Writers, the new literary magazine at New Horizons High School. Freeway
Writers started as just a dream for a group of talented and determined New Horizons students.
Thanks to Esprit, it’s become a reality. A second
edition of the magazine is in the works now and
should be published this month, with help again
from Esprit.
A big “thank you” to Esprit for their generous
commitment to our Pasco students.

Pasco School Board President Scott Lehrman (far left)
presents a Partner in Kindness award to Esprit Graphic
Communications owners Shannon and Skip Novakovich
(center, 2nd from right). Also pictured: New Horizons HS
Principal Seth Johnson (2nd from left) and New Horizons
HS English teacher Michelle Smith (far right).

Bulldogs finish 2nd in State 4A Soccer Tournament
A tremendous season for the Pasco High School Boys Soccer team came up one win short of the state championship this spring.

The Bulldogs rolled through the State 4A tournament, defeating Mt. Rainier 3-2 in the first round, followed
by a 5-0 win over Wenatchee in the quarterfinals. In the semi-finals, the Bulldogs defeated Central Valley 3-2
in an overtime shoot-out, before falling to Todd Beamer 2-1 in the 4A Championship game at Puyallup’s
Sparks Stadium.
This is the third 2nd place finish for the Bulldogs since 2005. Great job Bulldogs! #PROUDofPASCO
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Africa Yoga Project Visits Robinson Elementary
Students at Virgie Robinson Elementary welcomed
some special visitors on May 19, a group of yoga instructors from Kenya. Kevin Ogutu and Nicole Akoth
are with the Africa Yoga Project, and their stop at
Robinson Elementary is part of their “Handstands,
Hugs & Happiness” tour through the U.S. and Canada
this spring.

3rd through 6th grade students.
The Africa Yoga Project has trained more than 200
people to become yoga instructors since the program
started in 2007 in Nairobi, Kenya. Those instructors
teach more than 300 community yoga classes in 80
locations throughout Africa, sharing their message
with more than 6,000 people every week. The group
will be visiting yoga studios in Oregon, California and
Colorado over the next six weeks. They will also
make stops in British Columbia and Alberta, Canada.
If you would like more information about the Africa
Yoga Project, visit www.africayogaproject.org.

The group travels the world promoting wellness and
the benefits of yoga. They were the featured guests at
a student assembly in the school’s gymnasium. The
instructors shared some aspects of their culture, as
well as their insights on positivity, with Robinson’s

Saluting Students
Whittier Elementary students (from left to
right) Jonathan Sanchez, Yalesvka
Hernandez, Ismael Flores, Kimberly
Rendon, Zlatan Moreno and Teegan
Wilson led the flag salute at the May 23
Board of Directors meeting.
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Mission Support Alliance Honored with “PinK” Award at Board Meeting
The Pasco School District Board of Directors presented a Partner in Kindness, or “PinK”, award to Mission
Support Alliance at their board meeting on May 23.
Partner in Kindness awards are given to groups, organizations and individuals who donate more than
$1,000 in cash, goods or services that directly benefit
the students of the Pasco School District.
In April, Mission Support Alliance (MSA) invited Superintendent Michelle Whitney to the Safety Connect
Expo at the TRAC Center and surprised her with a
$10,000 check. The money will be used for safety and
STEM-related curriculum and programs at Pasco
Schools.
MSA is committed to the cultivation of a local workforce through investment in community resources,
educational programs and local institutions that actively engage community members in safety-related
and technological disciplines.
A big “thank you” to MSA for their generous commitment to our students and the Pasco community.

4

Pasco School Board President Scott Lehrman
(left) presents a Partner in Kindness award to
Mission Support Alliance President Bill Johnson.
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2: New Hor izons HS Gr aduation: 7 p.m. - Gjerde Center (CBC)
Upcoming Events: June
June 3: Pasco HS Gr aduation: 10 a.m. - Edgar Brown Stadium
June 3: Chiawana HS Gr aduation: 6 p.m. - Edgar Brown Stadium
June 13: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

June 16: Last Day of School
June 27: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Board Notes 5-23-17
Study Session
 Joe Clark with MGT America updated the board on the information gathered at the Community Engagement meetings.
Special Recognition
 Shane Edinger presented a Partner in Kindness Award to Mission Support Alliance for their donation of $10,000 to
be used for safety and STEM-based curriculum and programs. A Partner in Kindness Award was also presented to
Esprit Graphic Communications for their donation of goods and services to help publish Freeway W riters, the new
literary magazine at New Horizons High School.
Reports/Discussions
 Michelle Whitney provided the board with the rationale, baseline benchmark data and key actions associated with
meeting the district’s Outrageous Outcome that 100% of students will graduate and have a career path.
 Suzanne Hall and the College and Career Ready Initiative Committee provided an update to the board on the committee’s efforts to meet the state’s new 24 credit requirement for high school graduation.
 Joe Clark with MGT America provided a progress report to the board on the Pasco School District long-term facilities plan, and a timeline for a possible bond election in November 2017.
Action Items
 The board approved the Curriculum Adoption Recommendations for World Language-French, Science, and Leadership.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana High School Associated Student
Body Leadership students to La Cima Leadership Camp in Randle, WA; Chiawana High School Associated Student
Body Leadership students to Mt. Baker Leadership Camp in Randle, WA; Pasco High School and New Horizons High
School Future Farmers of America (FFA) students to the FFA District IV Leadership Camp in Goldendale, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for Delta High School students to the National History Day Competition in College Park, MD.

Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed,
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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