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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

District Says Goodbye to 2016-2017 Retirees
The Pasco School District honored
41 retiring employees at the Board
of Directors study session on June
14. Those retirees represent a combined total of 964 years of service
to Pasco students and families.
Cha Amack, custodian, 19912017: Keeping our schools clean
and operating smoothly has been a
top priority for Cha Amack for the
last 26 years.
She started her career with the Pasco School District in 1991 spending
several years at Twain Elementary
working as the night custodian. In
2001, she moved to Livingston Elementary and was a fixture there for
16 years.
Ina Ames, teacher, 1982-2016:
Ina Ames spent 32 years as a math
teacher at Pasco High School, long
enough to teach a generation of students who were the sons and
daughters of students she taught a
generation before.

Some of the retirees honored at the June 13 Board of Directors study session
are pictured. Back Row from left: Randy Bjur, Judy Church, Susan Clapper,
Glenda Cloud, Marilyn Davis, Andy Eads, Diane Hart, Pam Johnston. Middle
row from left: Robin Ryan, Sharae Reeser, Marcy Miller, Virginia McLeod,
Nancy McKever, Blanca Martinez, Mary Lopez. Front row from left: Diana
Baker, Cha Amack, Pam Wheatley, Karen Van Klaveren, Sandi Smith.

she truly enjoyed teaching.

James Arel, custodian, 20042016: James Arel came to the Pasco School District after a 25-year
career in the U.S. army and several
years in the world of retail sales.
Ames was proficient in all levels of Arel worked as a custodian at
high school math courses and often Markham Elementary, Pasco High
challenged her students to aspire to School, New Horizons High School
and Ochoa Middle School.
take and complete the high-level
math courses like calculus, courses James was often earned praise for

his years of experience, his easygoing nature, and his flexibility
when it came to schedule adjustments or location assignments.
Diana Baker, teacher/librarian,
2006-2017: Diana Baker joined the
Pasco School District in 2006 after
a 14-year career in the U.S. Army,
and several years as an adjunct professor for Regis University.
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Diana spent nine years at
McLoughlin Middle School, teaching computer classes for 7th and
8th graders before transitioning into
8th grade English Language Arts
and History classes. In 2015, Diana
moved to McClintock STEM Elementary, where she served as a librarian and Tech teacher.
Rosalva Bogart, paraeducator/
secretary, 1987-2017: Rosalva Bogart started her PSD career in 1987
as a bilingual paraeducator at
Twain elementary. She spent three
years there before finding her home
at Pasco High School. At PHS, Bogart served as a guidance secretary
and registrar, and later as the athletic department secretary.
In 2012, Bogart moved to Chiawana High School where she
served as the secretary to Assistant
Principal Phil Koestner.

1986. After spending some time at
Twain Elementary and McLoughlin
Middle School, Laurine discovered
that her true calling was at the high
school level.

Glenda Cloud, Deputy Superintendent, 1986-2017: Doing what’s
best for our students. That’s the
guiding principle that Glenda
Cloud has followed for the last 31
years here in the Pasco School DisLaurine spent 18 years at Pasco
trict. From that very first class of
High, serving as a vice-principal’s first graders at Livingston Elemensecretary. In 2009, she moved to
tary, through her years as an assisChiawana High School, where she tant principal, and then through her
has been a vital part of the B Wing two decades of service as a district
student support team, working with administrator, doing what’s best for
Assistant Principal Brian Baker for the students has always come first.
the last eight years.
Her strongest connections with her
Judy Church, teacher, 1991-2017: colleagues may have come when
Judy Church has spent the last 26
she took on the roles of Assistant
years teaching 3rd and 4th graders, Superintendent of Instructional Serthe first nine years at Captain Gray vices, Assistant Superintendent of
Elementary and the last 17 years at Teaching and Learning, and finally
Chess Elementary.
as Deputy Superintendent. In those
Current Robinson Elementary prin- roles, Glenda served as a supervisor
and evaluator for many of the principal Wendi Manthei once shared
this thought about Judy. “Watching cipals who now lead our elementary, middle and high schools.
Judy teach is inspiring each and

Randy Bjur, music teacher, 20092017: Randy Bjur has led the band
program at Pasco High since his
arrival in 2009 and has served as
the chair of the visual and performing arts department for several
years.

every time I see her. She is undoubtedly the most dedicated, enthusiastic and focused teacher I
have ever worked with.”

He’s also been an active leader of
the summer music program, and
has helped to nurture blossoming
young musicians at Robinson,
McGee, Chess and Twain elementaries over the years. In 2015, Bjur
was honored with a Crystal Apple
Award.

Davis wound up spending 26 years
Clapper worked at McGee Elemen- at Longfellow, teaching 1st graders,
3rd graders, 4th graders and 5th
tary for 26 years and was praised
for her work in the resource room graders along the way.
and the care that she took with
Kelleen Doyle, teacher, 1990those students. She also spent sev- 2017: For Kelleen Doyle, Pasco’s
eral years helping out with playlittlest learners have always been
ground duty and working as a
her top priority. Her tenure with the
crosswalk guard.
Pasco School District started in

Laurine Carey, secretary, 19862017: Laurine Carey’s career with
the Pasco School District started in

Susan Clapper, paraeducator,
1988-2017: Susan Clapper has
spent nearly three decades helping
students in Pasco Schools.

Marilyn Davis, teacher, 19912017: Marilyn Davis is a Longfellow Longhorn through and through.
Her career with the Pasco School
District started in 1991, when she
accepted an offer to teach 1st grade
at Longfellow.

1990 when she accepted an offer to
teach kindergarten at Emerson.
2

Positively Pasco

NEWS

2016-2017 Retirees Continued:
Over the years, she has also taught
1st and 2nd graders at Frost, Longfellow, Chess and Livingston elementary schools. She has spent the
last two years as a Leveled Literacy
Interventional specialist at Robinson Elementary.

years before moving over to
McLoughlin Middle School to
teach math and science to students
there. Lynn is wrapping up her PSD
career by teaching 6th grade alongside her husband at Livingston elementary.

Andy Eads, photography teacher,
2002-2017: Andy Eads has been
teaching Pasco students the secrets
behind capturing moments and documenting history for the last 15
years, after spending more than 20
years as a professional photographer.

Cindy Gallegos, teacher, 20082017: Cindy Gallegos has spent her
nine-year career with PSD teaching
6th graders, first at Ochoa Middle
School, and then for the last two
years at Twain Elementary.

Cindy has been described by her
colleagues as a life-long learner
Over the years, Andy’s classes
who is always eager and willing to
have always been popular and full share the new things she has
of students. In fact, many of his stu- learned with her teammates and
dents have entered photography
other staff members.
contests and won big awards, a sure
sign that Andy was definitely doing Sarah Garth, bus driver/food service, 1999-2016: Sarah Garth has
something right.
spent the last 17 years making sure
Hugh Fulton, teacher, 1995-2017: Pasco Students get to school safely,
Hugh Fulton spent 20 years teach- and that they also get a welling students at McLoughlin Middle balanced meal so they can focus on
School before wrapping up his PSD their learning.
career with two years teaching 6th
graders at Livingston Elementary, She’s been a bus driver during her
entire PSD career. For nine years,
alongside his wife, Lynn.
she also worked as a food service
Hugh and Lynn also spent several assistant at Frost Elementary and
years coaching the tennis team at
Ochoa Middle School.
McLoughlin.
Rosa Gonzalez, translator/
Lynn Fulton, teacher, 2004-2017: interpreter, 2001-2017: Rosa
Lynn Fulton joined the Pasco
Gonzalez has always played a vital
School District in 2004, teaching
role in the district’s efforts to con8th grade reading, language arts,
nect with our Hispanic community.
and history at Stevens Middle
She spent her first year working as
School.
a home visitor at Livingston EleShe also taught 7th grade math and mentary, before moving to the
science at Stevens for a couple
Booth Administration building to
3

serve as a translator and interpreter
in the Special Programs department. Rosa stayed in that role for
six years, until she took a similar
role at Chiawana High School in
2009.
Linda Gragg, teacher, 2004-2017:
Linda Gragg’s career with PSD
started in 2004 when she signed on
to teach kindergarten at McGee Elementary. Linda would continue
teaching McGee’s littlest learners
for the next eleven years.
In 2015, Linda shifted gears a bit
and transitioned into a new role as
an English language development
teacher. This year, she’s wrapping
up her tenure at McGee, teaching
2nd graders.
Rosa Guajardo, bus driver, 19882016: For 28 years, Rosa Guajardo
has spent her mornings and afternoons making sure that Pasco students get to school and back home
again safely.
For many years, Rosa drove one of
the “country routes” which always
meant a little more of an adventure
when winter weather rolled into
town. In 1998, she received a Pasco
Pride award for helping to diffuse
and resolve a student fight on her
bus.
Diane Hart, teacher, 2004-2017:
Diane Hart’s career with the Pasco
School District is a two-part story.
In part one, Diane spent nine years
serving as a Chapter 1 aide and special services assistant.
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Part two began in 2004, after Diane
spent four years teaching at St. Patrick’s private school. For the last 13
years, Hart has been teaching kindergartners and 1st graders, first at
Angelou Elementary and later at
Livingston Elementary.

last few years at Longfellow teach- Margaret “Kay” Makin, food
ing 4th graders.
service/bus driver, 2011-2017: Kay
Makin enjoyed two different sucDiane Kostoff, secretary, 1990cessful stints with the district. From
2017: Diane Kostoff has been a
1999 to 2008, she worked with nupart of the PSD family since 1990, trition services at Pasco High,
when she accepted a part-time posi- McLoughlin Middle School, the
tion helping out on the playground MLK Head Start Center, Angelou
Shannon Higgins, art teacher,
at Livingston Elementary. Diane
Elementary and Ochoa Middle
1998-2017: Over the last 19 years, spent six years at Livingston, work- School.
Shannon Higgins has seen her fair ing as a paraprofessional and a
share of young Picassos. She’s
playground supervisor.
Makin left the district in 2008 but
been an art teacher in the Pasco
returned in 2011 to work as a bus
In
1996,
Diane
found
a
new
home
School District for the last 12 years,
driver. She’s spent the last six years
but her PSD career started as a first at the Booth Administration Build- transporting students to and from
ing, joining the staff in the Special school every day.
grade teacher at Whittier elemenServices office. That’s where she’s
tary.
been ever since.
Blanca Martinez, bilingual tutor/
When she decided to focus specifiteacher, 2015-2017: Blanca MarMary
Lopez,
teacher,
1987-2017:
cally on art in 2005, she split her
tinez has spent more than ten years
time between Whittier and Living- Mary Lopez’s PSD career has inworking with Pasco kids over the
cluded
several
stops,
including
ston elementary schools.
last four decades. In the 80’s, MarMarkham Elementary and Longfel- tinez spent five years as a bilingual
Pam Johnston, teacher, 1984low Elementary where she worked tutor at Longfellow and Captain
2017: Pam Johnston has touched
with kindergartners, first graders
Gray.
the lives of thousands of Longfeland Reading Recovery students.
low Longhorns over the last 33
Martinez left the district for several
In
2003,
Mary
moved
to
Ochoa
years.
years, but returned to teach first
Middle School to focus on English grade at Longfellow Elementary in
She has spent time teaching 1st
Language Arts and ESL classes.
2003, and came back again to teach
grade and 6th grade, and even
Mary spent seven years with the
kindergarten at Emerson in 2015.
helped with the Migrant Summer
Rockets before moving to Pasco
School in the 90’s. She’s spent the High where she’s worked with ESL
students since 2011.

Saluting Students
Captain Gray STEM Elementary students
(from left to right) Henry Lamberson and
Adrian Gonzalez led the flag salute at
the June 13 Board of Directors meeting.
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Nancy McKever, paraeducator,
1990-2016: Nancy McKever’s career with the district started in 1990
when she was hired on full-time as
the crossing guard at Longfellow.
From there, she became a special
education teacher’s aide at Longfellow.

Katherine O’Larey, teacher, 1988
-2017: Katherine O’Larey started
working with the Pasco School District in 1988. She spent that first
year teaching 5th grade at Captain
Gray. But the following year she
moved to Emerson Elementary, a
place where she would stay for 22
years.

In 2001, McKever moved to Stevens Middle School where she
Kathy taught 4th grade at Emerson
spent 15 years working with kids as for five years but then moved down
a special services paraeducator.
to teach the 2nd graders in 1994.
She’s been a 2nd grade teacher ever
Virginia McLeod, teacher, 2007- since, a total of 22 years. Kathy has
2017: Virginia McLeod joined the spent the last five years at LivingPasco School District in 2007, after ston Elementary.
spending more than two decades
teaching in the Moses Lake School Elizabeth Ortega, teacher, 1978District.
2017: Elizabeth Ortega has been a
part of the PSD family for nearly
During her tenure here in Pasco,
four decades. Over the years, She
she has taught language arts and
has worked as a bilingual 1st grade
history at Stevens Middle School. teacher at McGee, a 2nd grade
She’s also served as an English lan- teacher at Captain Gray, and a readguage development teacher at Ste- ing recovery teacher at Longfellow.
vens. She has spent the last four
years working with ELD students at In 1998, Elizabeth found a home at
Chiawana High School.
Whittier, where she has stayed ever
since. She spent several years as a
Marcia Miller, teacher, 1977bilingual 1st grade and 2nd grade
2017: Over the last 40 years, Marcy teacher, and has also helped with
Miller has focused much of her
the reading recovery program and
time on Pasco’s littlest learners.
as an ELA instructional coach.
She has spent many, many years
teaching kindergarten, first grade, Dick Powers, speech/language
and second grade at Captain Gray, pathologist, 2008-2017: Dick PowFrost, Longfellow, Emerson and
ers has worked with hundreds of
Angelou elementary schools.
Pasco students as a speech language pathologist.
She has also worked as a reading
recovery and leveled literacy inter- His PSD career started with a couvention teacher at Angelou, and she ple years at Longfellow Elemenwrapped up her PSD career holding tary, followed by a year at Angelou
that role this past year at Robinson Elementary, and then a year where
Elementary.
he split time between Frost Elementary, Whittier Elementary,
5

Ochoa Middle School and Chiawana High School. For the last two
years, he has focused entirely on
students at CHS.
Sharae Reeser, bus driver, 19892017: Making sure that Pasco students made it from their doorstep to
the classroom safely has been Sharae Reeser’s top priority for the last
28 years.

Sharae started working as a bus
driver in 1989, and since then she’s
traveled several thousand miles
over Pasco’s city streets, as well as
the county’s rural roads, safely
transporting students to school and
then back home every morning and
afternoon.
Robin Ryan, teacher, 1997-2017:
Robin Ryan has been a part of the
fabric that makes up Pasco High
School for the last two decades.
She has spent 20 years as a special
education teacher at PHS and also
served as the department’s chair.
Her commitment to her students
has been evident since day one.
One of her supervisors offered this
praise: “It is a pleasure to see so
many special education students
actively engaged in productive
learning in one room at one time,
during a single instructional period.”
Scott Salisbury, teacher, 19802017: Scott Salisbury has been a
fixture at Pasco High for the last 37
years. He’s served as the chair of
the industrial arts department, and
helped to establish the Direct Credit
automotive agreement with CBC.
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He has also been a soccer coach
and a master teacher, mentoring
many new teachers over the years.

when they still called it ‘Home Ec’. Pam Wheatley, music teacher,
1983-2017: Pam Wheatley’s career
For 20 years, she taught financial
literacy, foods and interior design as a music teacher at Livingston
elementary started way back in
His program was also recognized
classes at Pasco High School, beas the regional program of the year fore moving to Chiawana in 2010 1983.
in 2003 by the Washington Techto teach the similar classes there.
Since then, she has organized hunnology Education Association.
She has also been a National Honor dreds of exceptional performances
Society advisor, she’s been infor assemblies, special events and
Sandra Smith, teacher, 1996volved with Junior Achievement,
concerts. She has also helped thou2017: Sandi Smith’s tenure with
and
she
has
also
been
part
of
the
sands of students find the inner muthe Pasco School District started in
TPEP committee and helped to cre- sician inside of them.
1996, but she’s been involved in
ate training modules for staff memthe teaching profession for more
Linda Woodall, teacher, 1990bers.
than 45 years.
2017: Linda Woodall’s PSD career
She started her PSD career at Stevens Middle School before moving
over to New Horizons High School
to teach vocational education and
applied math. Over the years, Sandi
has played a vital role in helping
New Horizons students meet their
math requirements for graduation.
Karen Van Klaveren, teacher,
1979-2017: Karen Van Klaveren
has been a family and consumer
science teacher since 1979, back

Lindalee Vancil, teacher, 19902017: Over the last 27 years, Lindalee Vancil has held teaching positions at McLoughlin Middle
School, New Horizons High
School, Pasco High School and
Chiawana High School.

started in 1992. She spent the first
six years bouncing between Twain
and Longfellow, before settling
down and spending six years at
Whittier Elementary.

In 2005, she made one last move to
Robinson elementary, where she
For the last two years, she has been has stayed for the last 12 years. She
in charge of the AVENTA program has been a teacher for 1st graders,
2nd graders and 3rd graders over
at New Horizons High School,
helping students earn their credits the years. She has also spent time
as a reading recovery and leveled
through online classes.
literacy intervention specialist.

Robinson Kindergarten Teacher Wins Classroom Makeover
Congratulations to Robinson Elementary
kindergarten teacher Cindy Morris, who
was surprised with a classroom makeover
on June 13 from Kadlec Regional Medical Center and KNDU-TV!
Mrs. Morris will get a $250 check from
Kadlec that she can use for classroom
supplies for her students. Congratulations
Mrs. Morris!
#PROUDofPASCO
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Bright Futures Ahead for Class of 2017 Graduates
The Pasco School District bid farewell to the 867
graduates that make up the Class of 2017 at commencement ceremonies on June 1-3.

lion in college scholarships this year. A total of 125
Chiawana High School graduates earned scholarships,
adding up to more than $1.4 million. At Pasco High
On June 1, 31 Pasco students received their diplomas School, 206 graduates received scholarships totaling
as part of Delta High School’s graduation ceremony at more than $3.8 million. At Delta High School, eight
Pasco students received scholarships, adding up to
the Three Rivers Convention Center. 34 New Horizons High School graduates received their diplomas at more than $567,000. At New Horizons High School,
one graduate received a $4,500 scholarship.
Columbia Basin College’s Gjerde Center on June 2.
On June 3, 372 Pasco High School graduates basked All four of this year’s graduation ceremonies were
in the sunshine at Edgar Brown Stadium during the
recorded and are available for viewing online. To
morning ceremony, while 430 Chiawana High School watch those ceremonies, click HERE.
graduates crossed the stage to receive their diplomas
To check out more photo galleries from this year’s
in the evening ceremony.
graduation ceremonies, click HERE.
In total, Pasco graduates earned more than $5.85 mil-
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Whittier Elementary ATP Earns ‘ATP of the Year’ Award
Congratulations to Whittier’s Action
Team for Partnership (ATP) for being
recognized as the district’s year’s ATP
of the Year. Whittier’s ATP team organized several outstanding events for
Whittier students and families this year,
including the Home for the Holidays
Breakfast, Every Parent Counts Week
and the Whittier Family Fitness Fiesta.
The traveling plaque and trophy will be
on display at Whittier for the upcoming
school year to showcase the school’s
strong commitment to school, family
and community partnerships.
Whittier Elementary students, parents and staff members were honored with
Great job Phoenix!
#PROUDofPASCO

the district’s ATP of the Year award on June 5.

Emerson Elementary Hosts Career Day
What do you want to be when you grow up? That was the
big question as Emerson Elementary hosted their first Career
Day on June 9.
Students in 4th-6th grade listened to presentations from more
than a dozen professionals in our community, including a
police officer, a firefighter, a cyber security expert, an environmental scientist, an engineer, a TV news reporter, a pilot,
a chef, a professional baseball player, a veterinarian, and a
horse trainer.
A big "thank you" to all of the community members who
volunteered their time to help inspire our students to dream big.

8

Positively Pasco

NEWS

9

d of Dir ector s Community For um: 6:30-8 p.m.
Upcoming Events: June 22: Boar
Stevens Middle School
June 27: Boar d of Dir ector s Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
July 3-7: Booth Building Closed

July 4: Independence Day

Board Notes 6-13-17
Study Session
 Shane Edinger recognized the 41 Pasco School District employees who are retiring or have retired during the 201617 school year.
Special Recognition
 Shane Edinger recognized Elaine Banks with the Benton-Franklin School Retirees Association in honor of School
Retirees Appreciation week in March. He also recognized Greg Domingos and the Pasco Kiwanis Club for their
donation of books to Pasco kindergarten students. He also recognized Lynn Fielding for his donation of books to
Pasco first grade students.

Reports/Discussions
 Erich Bolz updated the board on the curriculum committees’ recommendations for social studies, music and technology.
 Heidi Thompson updated the board on the district’s Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports initiative, and
discussed areas for strengthening district implementation in 2017-18.
 Michelle Whitney provided a progress report to the board on the Community Builders recommendation and discussed timelines for decisions on a bond resolution for the November 2017 election.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of District Policy Revisions for: Policy 2162: Education of Students with Disabilities under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Policy 3115: Homeless Students, Policy 3121: Enrollment,
Policy 3208: Sexual Harassment of Students Prohibited, Policy 3210: Nondiscrimination, Policy 4221: Title I Parent
and Family Engagement, Policy 4315: Regulation of Dangerous Weapons on School Premises, and Policy 5011: Sexual
Harassment of District Staff Prohibited; Approval of Career and Technical Education Three-Year plans; Approval of
Pasco High Bell, Clock and Intercom replacement project; Approval of Valbridge Property Advisors to provide real
estate appraisal services; Bid approval for the Senior Center Alterations Project and authorization to enter into contract
with M.H. Construction; Approval of Pacific Mobile Structures for portable relocation costs; Approval of Overnight
Student Travel for: Delta HS ASB officers to Mt. Rainier Leadership Camp in Randle, WA; Chiawana HS GEAR UP
summer college tours; Chiawana HS girls basketball team camp at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA; Pasco HS girls
volleyball team camps at EWU and WSU; Chiawana HS Cheer Team to Great Wolf Lodge in Centralia, WA; Pasco HS
boys wrestling team to Montana Intensive Camp at Flathead HS in Kalispell, MT; Pasco HS Dance Team to competition at Arizona Grand Resort in Phoenix, AZ; Chiawana HS boys basketball team camp at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA; Pasco HS boys basketball team camp at EWU in Cheney, WA; Approval of 2017-2018 school calendar; Approval of 2018 graduation dates for Chiawana HS, Delta HS, New Horizons HS and Pasco HS.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools.

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July).
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed,
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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