POSITIVELY PASCO
Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools

Sept. 26, 2017

Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

State Superintendent Reykdal Visits Curie STEM Elementary
September 18 was an exciting day at Curie STEM
Elementary. Principal Valerie Aragon and her staff
welcomed State Superintendent Chris Reykdal and
members of his staff from the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI). During his visit
to Curie, Reykdal
announced details
about the state’s plan
to meet the federal
requirements in the
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

best serve their students and schools will be encouraged to create improvement plans that identify and
close gaps in student success.
State tests are still required by federal law to be given
to students in grades
3-8 and once in high
school, but Reykdal
says their importance will be diminished. “Tests are
like a thermometer,” Reykdal says.
“They give us one
piece of information
at a given moment.
But ESSA provides
schools with a more
complete checkup.”

“Our plan focuses on
students who have
historically been underserved, such as
students of color,
students with special
needs, low-income
During his visit to
students, and our
Curie, Reykdal took
English Language
State Superintendent Chris Reykdal talks with a student during his visit a tour of the school
learners,” Reykdal
before visiting the
to Curie STEM Elementary on Sept. 18. During his visit, Reykdal
said while making
shared details about the state’s plan to meet the federal requirements 5th grade classhis announcement at
rooms of Mark
in the Every Student Succeeds Act.
Curie. “It emphasizArreola and
es a deeper look at performance gaps between groups Rebecca Oxford, and the 6th grade classroom of
of students, and our plan puts local educators and par- Amanda Wilson. Students showed Reykdal the asents in the driver’s seat.”
signments they were working on that day and also
As part of Washington’s plan, student success will be asked him questions about his job and why he chose
gauged using many variables, not just test results. Dis- the career path that he’s followed.
tricts will have the flexibility to make changes that
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Pasco Offers Bond Information Sessions Oct. 3-5
Pasco School District will host three public information sessions on
the upcoming November bond election. The first information session will be held October 3 at McLoughlin Middle School. The second information session will be October 4 at Stevens Middle
School, and a third information session will be held October 5 at
Ochoa Middle School.
The information sessions will be held in the library at each school
with a session in English starting at 6 p.m., followed by a session in
Spanish starting at 6:30 p.m. Spanish translation will also be provided during the 6 p.m. session.
The major projects included in the bond proposal are the construction of two new elementary schools, rebuilding and replacing Stevens Middle School, and construction of a
fourth middle school which will be located on Burns Road between Road 90 and Broadmoor Blvd. The bond
amount is $99.5 million. The estimated rate for taxpayers is .59 cents per $1,000 of assessed value, or $59 per
year for a $100,000 property. The District will qualify for an estimated $44.5 million in State matching dollars
if voters approve the bond proposal. Election Day is Nov. 7.
For more information about the November 2017 Bond proposal, visit www.psd1.org/BondInformation.
To watch a video with more details about the bond projects, click HERE.

Thank you to Conover Insurance for participating in Chess Elementary’s Back to School
Drive. They dropped off two large bins full of school supplies and more than a dozen pairs
of brand-new kids’ shoes. Thanks for your support and involvement in making a difference
in our schools.
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Speakers Needed for Pasco High School Career Fair
In an effort to provide students with an opportunity to learn more
about the wide range of careers available in our community and beyond, Pasco High School is hosting their 2nd annual Career Fair on
Nov.14.
Right now, organizers are actively recruiting speakers who would be
interested in participating. Each session with students will be 30
minutes and speakers will be accompanied by a host teacher throughout the day. Volunteers should be willing to speak for the full day, but
organizers may be able to accommodate special circumstances and
half-day schedules on a limited basis.

If you would like to register to speak, visit this link: http://bit.ly/
phscareerday2017. Speakers can register through September 29.

Saluting Students
Curie STEM Elementary students (from
left to right) Victoria Rodriguez,
Jacqueline Garcia, Angelica Zaragoza,
and Abbie Houdek led the flag salute at
the Board of Directors meeting on Sept.
12. The students helped to organize the
Save the Manatee project at the school last
spring.

Chiawana’s Summer Yates Makes Soccer Trip to China
Congratulations to Chiawana
High School senior Summer
Yates and the U.S. Under-19
Women’s National Soccer
Team!
Team USA defeated Iran 5-0
on Sept. 14 to sweep all
three games and take first
place at the CFA International Women’s Youth Football
Tournament in Dunyun, China.
Yates was part of the starting 11 in the wins over Japan and China. She came in as a sub in the victory over
Iran. #PROUDofPASCO
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Upcoming Events: Oct. 1-31: National Bullying Awareness Month
Oct. 10: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 13: No School

Oct. 16-20: National School Bus Safety Week
Oct. 17: VIP Day - McGee Elementary: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Oct. 24: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 31: Halloween

Board Notes 9-12-17
Study Session
• Marie Sullivan discussed the board’s legislative priorities for the upcoming session. Sarah Thornton provided an
update to the board on the November 2017 Bond proposal.
Reports/Discussions
• Sarah Thornton updated the board on revisions to board policies: 3410 Student Health, 3412 Automated External
Defibrillators, 3413 Student Immunizations and Life-Threatening Health Conditions, 3414 Infectious Diseases,
3415 Accommodating Students with Diabetes, 3416 Medication at School.
• Carla Lobos updated the board on the current enrollment numbers for the district after the first seven days of the
school year.
• Erich Bolz provided a report to the board regarding the continuum of intervention services for PSD students in
grades 2-12.
Action Items
• The board approved the purchase of a 21-acre parcel of property located north of Burns Road between Road 90 and
Road 92.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Minimum Basic Educational Requirement Compliance Report; Approval of
Resolution 938: Unused or Underutilized School Facilities in Neighboring Districts; Approval of Resolution 939: Diversity Assurance for Elementary #16; Approval of Resolution 940: District Authorized Agents for Elementary #17,
Stevens New-in-Lieu Replacement and Middle School #4; Approval of Resolution 941: New-in-Lieu Replacement Option for Stevens Middle School; Approval of Pasco High School Phase III Change Order #9; Approval of Out of Endorsement Area Teacher Assignments; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana High School Future Farmers of America to the State Level Poultry Evaluation in Puyallup, WA; Chiawana High School Associated Student Body
Officer team to the Association of Washington Student Leaders Fall Leadership Conference in Yakima, WA.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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