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Second Harvest’s Bite2Go Program Expands to Robinson Elementary
Thanks to an $8,000 grant from Washington River
Protection Solutions (WRPS), Second Harvest's
Bite2Go program is expanding to Pasco's Virgie Robinson Elementary, as well as Amistad Elementary in
Kennewick. Bite2Go provides elementary school students who face chronic food shortages at home with
weekend food kits.
Over 95% of the students at both schools are eligible
for free and reduced meal programs. Kits are distributed on Fridays and provide four meals and several
snacks that are nutritious, easy-to-open, nonperishable
and don’t require cooking.
Second Harvest reports that one in four children in
Benton and Franklin counties is hungry, or at risk of
hunger. “We often associate child hunger with a foreign country, but unfortunately it’s a reality for some
children in the Tri-Cities," says WRPS Communications Manager Peter Bengston. "The Bite2Go program
is helping meet a basic human need, as well as improving children’s chances for academic success.
We’re glad to join with Second Harvest in this effort.”
“It is not uncommon to have very hungry students arriving to school on Monday mornings," says RobinRobinson Elementary Principal Wendi Manthei (back
son Elementary Principal Wendi Manthei. "Virgie
left) celebrates the expansion of Second Harvest’s
Robinson Elementary students will benefit greatly
Bite2Go Program with WRPS Communications Manager
from participating in Bite2Go this year. Students feel
Jerry Holloway (back right), and four Robinson Elemensecure knowing they will receive healthy meals,
tary students.
which helps them perform better at school. This program will also take some of the financial burden from seeing many grateful smiles from students receiving
families. We are so appreciative to have been selected this support before going home for the weekend.”
to participate in this partnership and look forward to
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$500,000 Grant Will Enhance After School Programs at Pasco Schools
Washington State University Tri-Cities, in partnership
with the Pasco School District, was awarded a
$500,000 21st Century Community Learning Centers
Program grant to enhance before and after school programming at several elementary schools in Pasco.

Some examples of topics that could be implemented
in the after school programs include: drama, chess,
homework help, LEGO Robotics, archery, Minecraft,
field trips, fire safety, rocketry and English language
learning programs. The schools also will provide a
The purpose of the federal grant is to support the crea- four-week summer program focusing on the science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
tion of community learning centers that provide acafields. “All of these programs would provide additiondemic enrichment opportunities during nonschool
hours. The program also provides support to families al extracurricular and supplemental support for current
to increase family literacy and involvement within the classroom curriculum focuses,” Scott says.
school.
WSU Tri-Cities will provide the space for summer
programming for all four sites, in addition to provid“This award is especially exciting because there were
ing general oversight of the programming and grant
only nine grants awarded within the entire state, and
funding use and allocation.
this grant had one of the highest dollar amounts
awarded,” says Jay Scott, director of 21st Century
Community Learning Centers.
Funds will support enhancing before and after school
programming at Chess Elementary, Emerson Elementary, Longfellow Elementary and Robinson Elementary.

To Register for McGee’s VIP Day visit: www.psd1.org/VIPDays
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Mariachi Halcon Del Rio Performs Before Yakima Symphony Orchestra Concert
Kudos to Chiawana High School’s Mariachi Halcon Del Rio, who were asked to perform outside the Capitol
Theatre in Yakima before the Yakima Symphony Orchestra concert last month. The group is led by Chiawana
guitar teacher Allen Madsen.
Before that performance, the group attended a music workshop at Davis High School where they got a chance
to work with Jeff Nevin, one of the leading mariachi educators in the world. Great job Riverhawks!

Ochoa Student Named WIAA Middle School Athlete of the Month
Congratulations to Ochoa Middle School 8th grader Jamie Townsend who was selected as the WIAA Middle
School Athlete of the Month for September.
Townsend participates in football, basketball and track, and is part of the school’s student leadership group
which organizes assemblies, activities and community projects.

Last season, Townsend battled through an injury during the basketball season. He didn’t let that stop him from
contributing though, cheering on his team while rehabilitating from his injury. On the football field, he is a
true leader and motivator and Ochoa football coach Oscar Murguia says Townsend serves as another coach
on the field when he is in the game.
In the classroom, Townsend holds a
3.95 GPA and has integrated into the
Ochoa Middle School community
seamlessly since moving to Pasco last
year. Ochoa MS Athletic Director
Carolynn Jones says that Townsend’s
positive attitude and character has
helped make him a successful student.
“Our favorite characteristic of Jamie is
his confidence,” Jones says. “Jamie has
had some tough times in and out of
school and sports, but he is confident in
himself and no matter what is thrown at
him he rises and overcomes the issue.”
#PROUDofPASCO
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Chiawana Students Get Hands-On Experience During STEM Day
Dozens of Chiawana High School students visited Mission
Support Alliance's HAMMER training facility as part
of Connect Tri-Cities’ STEM Day in September. The students got to check out several hands-on activities with
Hanford Patrol, the Hanford Fire Department and HAMMER trainers.
Chiawana Students also visited the LIGO Observatory at
Hanford where they enjoyed a tour of the observatory and
checked out some experiments related to the study of gravitational waves and black holes.

A big "thank you" to Connect Tri-Cities, LIGO and MSA
for organizing these events for our students.

November 2017 Bond Proposal
A Pasco School District bond measure
will be on the November 7, 2017 ballot.
The bond will help the district alleviate
overcrowding by building two new elementary schools, a fourth middle school,
and a new Stevens Middle School. The
bond would also pay for safety improvements at 15 schools throughout the district.
If you’d like to learn more about the bond
measure, watch our 2017 Bond video.
To watch the video in English, click HERE:
To watch the video in Spanish, click HERE:
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Share Your Thoughts in Pasco Discovery Coalition’s Annual Survey
The Pasco Discovery Coalition needs your help as they
work to create and sustain a healthy and safe community.
Their annual Community Survey is now open and they
want to get your feedback on youth substance use in our
community. The survey is completely anonymous and
only takes a few minutes to complete.
To complete the survey in English, click HERE.
To complete the survey in Spanish, click HERE.
The Pasco Discovery Coalition uses the results from the
surveys to better understand the community’s thoughts
and feelings in order to better serve the youth in our community.

Saluting Students
Markham Elementary students (from left to right)
Colton Clark, Sariah Hales and Sydney Stenson
led the flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting
on Sept. 26. The students are all 6th graders at Markham Elementary.
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Upcoming Events: Oct. 13: No School

Oct. 16-20: National School Bus Safety Week
Oct. 17: VIP Day - McGee Elementary: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Oct. 24: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 31: Halloween
Nov. 7: Election Day
Nov. 14: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Board Notes 9-26-17
Study Session
• Erich Bolz and Kristi Docken updated the board on the District’s work to expand the continuum of early learning
services.
Reports/Discussions
• Sarah Thornton updated the board on revisions to board policies: 3417 Catheterization, 3418 Response to Student
Injury, 3419 Self-Administration of Asthma and Anaphylaxis Medications, 9250 Naming of Facilities.
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the benchmark data and key actions associated with meeting the District’s
Outrageous Outcome that 100% of third graders will read on grade level in their language of instruction.
• Sarah Thornton provided a report to the board regarding a request by a community member for the district to submit
a ballot proposition to the voters regarding school director districts.

Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Board Policy revisions 3410 Student Health, 3412 Automated External Defibrillators, 3413 Student Immunizations and Life-Threatening Health Conditions, 3414 Infectious Diseases, 3415 Accommodating Students with Diabetes, 3416 Medication at School; Approval of New Horizons High School Relocation
Project Change Order #4; Approval of overnight student travel for: Chiawana High School Family Career Community
Leadership of America to the winter leadership meeting in Leavenworth, WA; Pasco High School Marching Band and
Color Guard to Puget Sound Festival of Bands in Everett, WA; McLoughlin Middle School Natural Helpers to Natural
Helpers camp at Rimrock, WA; Pasco High School Distributive Education Clubs of America to fall leadership conference in Bellevue, WA; Approval of Out of Country overnight student travel to: Pasco High School International Club to
Japan; Chiawana High School Ski Club to Red Mountain Ski Resort in Rossland, British Columbia, Canada; Approval
of Out of State overnight student travel to: Chiawana High School Ski Club to Powder Mountain Ski Club in Eden, UT;
New Horizons Future Farmers of America to National Leadership Convention in Indianapolis, IN and industry tours in
Racine, WI and Chicago, IL; Chiawana High School Future Farmers of America to National Leadership Conference and
industry tours in Indianapolis, IN.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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