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Pasco Teachers Surprised with ‘STEM Like Me’ Grants
Thursday, Nov. 2 was a pretty awesome day for a
quartet of Pasco School District teachers. The four
teachers were surprised with “STEM Like Me” grants
from the Dream Builders Educational Foundation and
the Mid-Columbia STEM Network. The grants will
help to cover the costs for educational projects in their
classrooms.
McLoughlin Middle School teacher Brandon Hoeft
was awarded $1,000 for the "Investigation into Flight"
project in his class, while Curie STEM Elementary
teacher Kim Van Eaton was awarded $600 for the
"USB Microscopes" project in her class.
Emerson Elementary teacher Laura Wahler was
awarded $926 for the "STEM in the Community" project in her class, and Captain Gray STEM Elementary
teacher Elizabeth Guzman was awarded $984 for the
"Robot Programming" project in her class.
Congratulations to all of these teachers who are making science, technology, engineering and math concepts come to life for their students.
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T-Shirt Factory Honored with “PinK” Award at Board Meeting
The Pasco School District Board of Directors presented a Partner in
Kindness, or “PinK”, award to T-Shirt Factory owner Raul Quintero on
October 24.
Partner in Kindness awards are given to groups, organizations and individuals who donate more than $1,000 in cash, goods or services that
directly benefit the students of the Pasco School District. Over the past
year, the T-Shirt Factory has donated more than $2,000 worth of tshirts for Pasco students, including shirts for students at Frost Elementary, Stevens Middle School and Pasco High School.
A big “thank you” to the T-Shirt Factory for their generous commitment to our students and the Pasco community.

Pasco School Board President Scott
Lehrman (left) presents a Partner in
Kindness award to T-Shirt Factory owner Raul Quintero (right).

McLoughlin’s McFadden Earns Prestigious Music Honors
Congratulations to McLoughlin Middle School choir teacher Kurtis McFadden
who was named the 2017 Outstanding Music Educator by the Washington Choral
Directors Association. McFadden was honored at the WA-ACDA Institute Conference last summer.

McFadden has also been named the 2018 Regional Educator of the Year by the
Columbia Basin Music Educator Association. McFadden will be presented this
award in February at the state WMEA conference. Congratulations!
#PROUDofPASCO

Chiawana Band Program Earns National Honor
The Chiawana High School band program has been selected as the Northwest Division winner for the Dr.
William P. Foster Project Award of Excellence. This is a national honor that is given to just one Title I school
within each region (five regions nationwide) who achieve a high level of excellence in band.
“I’m very excited about this award,” says Chiawana band teacher Kevin Clayton. “When I came to Pasco
School District ten years ago, one of my goals was to prove that excellence was not limited to students within
particular demographics, but that all kids,
with the right instruction and adequate support, can achieve the highest levels of excellence.”

Chiawana’s band program will be recognized at the Midwest Clinic Reception: A
Celebration of Musical Excellence, Diversity and Inclusion, which will be held in
Chicago, IL on Dec. 20.
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Frost Students Plant Sagebrush to Restore Habitat on Candy Mountain
About 100 5th graders from Robert Frost Elementary
did their part to help restore the local shrub-steppe
habitat on Nov. 3 when they planted new sagebrush
along a portion of Candy Mountain.

these plants and their habitat for a whole year, and
they will have several follow-up assignments after
they plant these young sagebrush.”

More than 250 acres of habitat along Candy Mountain
The sagebrush planting project was organized by Frost was damaged or destroyed by a brush fire back in
Elementary teacher Linnea Banta, Frost Elementary September. Students planted their sagebrush on a porAmeriCorps tutor Erin Davis and local shrub-steppe
tion of the mountain along Hershey Lane.
ecologist Gretchen Graber with the Columbia Basin
About 100 Frost Elementary 6th graders were also
Native Plant Society. The teachers were shown the
involved with the project. They planted their young
appropriate planting techniques, which they then
sagebrush at Horn Rapids Park in Benton County on
shared with students who sowed and began growing
Nov. 2. A big “Thank You” to Friends of Badger
new sagebrush last spring.
Mountain, Columbia Basin Native Plant Society,
“It’s a great educational opportunity to bring these
AmeriCorps, Regional Youth Service Corps, Beaver
kids out and introduce them to the local shrub-steppe Bark, Lowe’s, Plants of the Wild and Tri-Cities Sunhabitat,” says Graber. “They’ve been learning about
rise Rotary Club for supporting this project.

3

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Photos (clockwise from top left): Emerson Elementary students sing patriotic songs to honor our
nation’s veterans; The Coyote Ridge Correctional
Center Color Guard participated in Franklin
STEM Elementary’s Veterans Day assembly; An
Emerson Elementary student carries the U.S. Army flag at the school’s Veterans Day assembly;
Curie STEM Elementary students honored our
nation’s veterans with patriotic songs during their
Veterans Day assembly; Members of Angelou Elementary’s orchestra perform at their Veterans
Day assembly.
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Twain Elementary Students Organize ‘Sock’tober Collection Drive
Students at Twain Elementary spent the month of October collecting socks to donate to local families in need.
A group of five 6th graders organized their "Sock”tober donation drive with the goal of collecting 900 pairs of
socks.
When everything was all said and done, the students delivered more than 1,700 pairs of socks to the folks at
the Union Gospel Mission. Great job Wildcats! #PROUDofPASCO

Saluting Students
Livingston Elementary students (from left to
right) Olive Hunter, Kate Woodward,
Mavrik Baxter, Kimngan Nguyen, Jorja
Caoile, Hailey Kohler and Luis Gomez led
the flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting on Oct. 24.
The students read the morning announcements
at Livingston every school day.
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Students, Staffers Celebrate Disability History Month
Washington State celebrated Disability History month in October
and our schools conducted educational activities that raised awareness and understanding of disability history and people with disabilities. Recognizing disability history helps to increase awareness
of the contributions that people with disabilities have made to our
society, and promotes acceptance and inclusion of people with
disabilities. It also inspires students with disabilities to feel a
greater sense of pride, reduces harassment and bullying, and helps
to keep students with disabilities in school
At Ochoa Middle School, students signed posters pledging their
support to stop using the R-word because of its hurtful and demeaning implications.
Also, third graders at Chess Elementary read the book
“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio which urges all of us to 'choose
kind'. In that spirit, the third graders challenged their fellow
students to complete random acts of kindness that were posted
on a bulletin board at the school. The third graders repaid
those students that participated with their own act of kindness.
If you suspect your child may have a disability, please be sure
to contact your child’s school. All students residing within the
school district boundaries may be referred for special education eligibility. This includes students being
home schooled or attending private
schools. Please contact the Pasco School District’s Special Services office at (509) 5436703, or email Tracy Wilson, Executive Director of Special Services, at twilson@psd1.org

6

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Students, Staffers Sport Pink to Support Breast Cancer Awareness

Photos (clockwise from top left): Stevens Middle
School students show their support; Frost Elementary’s classified employees are ‘Frost at Hope United’; Frost Elementary’s certificated employees are
‘Frost at Hope United’ as well; A six-pack of PSD
employees gather for a photo outside Superintendent Michelle Whitney’s office; Stevens Middle
School staff members get into the pink spirit; PSD’s
Special Services department shows their support.
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14-17: Middle School Early Release - Conferences
Upcoming Events: Nov.
Nov. 23-24: Thanksgiving Break - No School
Nov. 28-Dec. 1: Elementary School Early Release - Conferences
Nov. 29, Dec. 1-2: PHS Players present: “The Bold, The Young &
The Murdered - Gregson Auditorium
Dec. 7: VIP Day - Emerson Elementary: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Dec. 12: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Board Notes 10-24-17
Study Session
• Howard Roberts updated the board on the new State funding method for education and its impact on the District’s
educational programs levy which will be up for renewal in 2018.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a Partner in Kindness award to T-Shirt Factory for their generous donation of clothing to
Pasco students. He also presented a special recognition to Executive Assistant to the Superintendent Valerie Smith
who is retiring after more than a decade of service to the Board of Directors and Pasco School District..
Reports/Discussions
• Carla Lobos and Susan Sparks shared an overview of the professional development opportunities available for PSD
teachers in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
• Board members Steve Christensen and Amy Phillips updated their fellow board members on the work completed by
the Superintendent Evaluation sub-committee.
• Erich Bolz provided an overview to the board on the District’s continuum of services offered to learners in need of
extra support in reading.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Interlocal Agreement with Puget Sound Joint Purchasing Cooperative; Approval of Highly Capable Students Program Annual Plan iGrant Application Form Package 217; Approval of Overnight
Student Travel for: Stevens Midle School Natural Helpers to Natural Helpers Camp in Rim Rock WA; Chiawana High
School and Pasco High School Movimento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA) Clubs to the 2017 Washington
State University Children of Aztlan Sharing Higher Education (CASHE) Conference in Pullman, WA.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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