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District Dedicates New Horizons’ New Building on CBC Campus
Dozens of Pasco parents and community members
gathered on the campus of Columbia Basin College
on Nov. 20 to celebrate and dedicate the new home of
New Horizons High School.
Students and staff members moved into their new
home in late August after construction crews spent the
first eight months of 2017 renovating the former
CH2M Hill Technology Center on the east end of the
CBC campus. The new New Horizons building features more than 32,000 square feet of space, with a
cafeteria, science lab, daycare center, computer lab,
art room, food pantry and more than a dozen classrooms, all under one roof. CKJT Architects did all of
the design work for the new building.
The dedication ceremony featured an inspiring speech
from New Horizons student Gisselle Reyes, and some
thoughtful words from former CBC President
Dr. Richard Cummins, who now serves as Chancellor
for Western Governors University-Washington.

Former CBC President Dr. Richard Cummins delivered
the keynote address at New Horizons High School’s Dedication event on Nov. 20.

Cummins played a key role, along with several current and former Pasco School District administrators,
in developing a plan for the relocation of New Horizons High School onto the CBC Campus. “When we
started talking about this idea several years
ago, that’s really all it was, just an idea,”
Cummins says. “To see the incredible reality
that this idea has now become is just amazing. It’s really impressive.”
After the remarks from Ms. Reyes and
Dr. Cummins, New Horizons’ ASB officers
joined with Pasco School Board members
Scott Lehrman, Amy Phillips, Steve
Christensen, Sherry Lancon and Aaron
Richardson for a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
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Board of Directors Named 2017 Board of Distinction
The Pasco School District Board of Directors is one of research-based governance practices that lead to high
22 Washington school boards named as a 2017 Board levels of student and district achievement, and help
of Distinction by the Washington State School Direc- close the opportunity gap.
tors’ Association
The PSD Board was also
(WSSDA).
named a Board of DisBoard President Scott
tinction in 2014. In 2009
Lehrman, Board Vice
and 2016 they were
President Amy Phillips,
named the WSSDA
and members Steve
Board of the Year.
Christensen, Sherry
Applicants provided two
Lancon and Aaron
essays, one regarding the
Richardson were honboard’s efforts to close
ored during the annual
the opportunity gap and a
WSSDA conference in
second which described
Bellevue last month.
the application of one of
The board also received
the WSSDA standards
the WSSDA Foundafor school boards. These essays provided a clear relation’s Excellence in Equity Award.
tionship between the board’s use of data and how it
The annual Boards of Distinction program honors
informed decisions, and how those decisions resulted
school boards that demonstrate effective use of the
in positive outcomes for students. The applications
Washington School Board Standards. The standards, were evaluated by an independent review panel.
developed and adopted by WSSDA in 2009, promote

Pasco High Earns 2nd Consecutive School of Distinction Award
Thanks to sustained improvement over a five-year period in English language arts, math, and graduation
rates, Pasco High School was honored with a 2017
School of Distinction award. The award was presented
by the Bellevue-based Center for Educational Effectiveness, in partnership with the Association of Education Service Districts, the Association of Washington
School Principals, the Washington Association of
School Administrators, the Washington State School
Directors’ Association, and the Washington State Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development.
Educational Service District 123 Superintendent Darcy Weisner presented the award to Pasco High during the
school’s Career Fair event on Nov. 14. “You are part of the top five percent of highest performing schools in
the state of Washington,” Weisner said. “You’re doing great work with our kids and I just want you to know
it’s being recognized. Congratulations!”
Pasco High is one of just 27 high schools across the state to earn the School of Distinction award, and it’s the
only high school in southeastern Washington to receive the honor.
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School Psychologists Honored at Board of Directors Meeting
By proclamation from Governor
Jay Inslee, November 13-17 was
designated School Psychologist
Awareness Week in Washington.
Pasco School District’s 18 school
psychologists were honored at the
Nov. 14 Board of Directors meeting to acknowledge the excellence
and dedication that they provide
for both the students and staff of
Pasco School District.
Thank you to all of our school psychologists for making a positive
difference in the lives of Pasco students.

Saluting Students
McClintock STEM Elementary students (from
left to right) Lauren Roberts, Emanuel
Whitemarsh, Vanessa Fedchuk, Desmond
Hill, Taylor Bridges and Jazell Barrera led
the flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 14.
The students are members of McClintock’s
chess team.
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Chiawana Stage Company Presents ‘Miracle on 34th Street’
The Chiawana High School Stage Company
is proud to present the timeless holiday classic “Miracle on 34th Street”, with evening
performances scheduled for 7 p.m. on December 7, 8, 15 and 16 inside the Black Box
Theatre at Chiawana High School. The production is based on the novel by Valentine
Davies and was dramatized by Dave Brandi.
“This show has been a holiday favorite ever
since Edmund Gwenn made the role of Kris
Kringle famous in the 1947 film,” says Todd
Westendorf, Chiawana’s Director of Theatre Arts. “The themes and ideas of this story
still ring true in 2017, possibly even more so.
The Christmas season is really about family,
friends and good will to others.”
Tickets can be purchased in advance from
the Chiawana ASB office for $8. Tickets will
also be available at the door for $10. This is
a black box theatre production so seating is
limited for each performance.
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PSD Taking Referrals for 2018-19 Highly Capable Services
Pasco School District is now accepting referrals for currently enrolled students in grades K-11 to be assessed for eligibility to receive Highly Capable services during the 2018-19 school year. Highly Capable services for
identified kindergarten students will begin in February 2018.
Students who are eligible for highly capable services are those who perform or show the potential for performing at significantly advanced academic levels when compared to others or their age, experiences or environments.
Teachers, parents, or community members may refer any student in
grades K-11 for assessment. Secondary students may self-refer. To refer
a student for assessment this winter, please complete the Highly Capable
Services referral form available at all Pasco schools or on the district website at www.psd1.org/Page/8117.
Submit the completed, signed form to the child’s school or to the Curriculum and Professional Development
Office at the Booth Administration Building located at 1215 W. Lewis Street in Pasco.
More information about Pasco School District’s Highly Capable Services is available on our webpage:
www.psd1.org/Page/8117.

Donate Food, Help Families With 5th Annual ‘Project Fill the Bus’
You can help make sure everyone in our community has food on the table this winter with a donation of non-perishable food items to the 5th annual “Project Fill the Bus” food drive.
Donations can be dropped off at any Pasco
School or District building until Dec. 15. All donations will be delivered to the Second Harvest
food bank on Dec. 18.

Delta High Student Sworn-in as Student Board Representative
Delta High School senior Izabel Stohel was sworn-in as a Student Board
Representative at the Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 14. Stohel has
been a lifelong Pasco student, spending several years at Angelou Elementary and McLoughlin Middle School before moving to Delta High as a
freshman. She has a younger sister who is a student at Angelou Elementary currently.
Izabel is also a member of Chiawana High School’s softball team.
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Pasco High School Hosts 2nd Annual Career Fair
More than 80 community members participated in Pasco High
School’s 2nd annual Career Fair on Nov. 14. Guest speakers included research scientists, computer programmers, financial advisors,
doctors, attorneys, food truck operators, small business owners, actors and even stand-up comedians.
The goal of the career fair is to give students an opportunity to learn
more about the wide range of careers available in our community
and beyond. A big "thank you" to all of the community members
who participated in this year’s career fair.

Share Your Thoughts in Pasco Discovery Coalition’s Annual Survey
The Pasco Discovery Coalition needs your help
as they work to create and sustain a healthy and
safe community.
Their annual Community Survey is now open
and they want to get your feedback on youth
substance use in our community. The survey is
completely anonymous and only takes a few
minutes to complete. The coalition is hoping to
get 100 more survey responses by the end of
December.
To complete the survey, click HERE.
The Pasco Discovery Coalition uses the results
from the surveys to better understand the community’s thoughts and feelings in order to better serve the youth in our community.
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12: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Upcoming Events: Dec.
Dec. 15-16: “Miracle on 34th Street” - 7 p.m.
Chiawana HS Black Box Theatre
Dec. 20-Jan. 2: Winter Break - No School

Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month
Jan. 9: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School
Board Notes 11-28-17
Study Session
• The Board discussed many of the topics presented at the Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA) Annual
Conference in Bellevue on Nov. 16-20.
Board Notes 11-14-17
Study Session
• Howard Roberts provided more information for the board about the new State funding method for education and its impact on
the District’s educational programs levy which will be up for renewal in 2018.
Oath of Office
• Superintendent Michelle Whitney administered the oath of office to Student Board Representative Izabel Stohel.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to the District’s school psychologists in honor of Washington School Psychologist Awareness week Nov. 13-17.
Reports/Discussions
• Michelle Whitney provided a data update on the District’s outrageous outcome goal that all 9th graders are on track for graduation.
• Alma Duran updated the board on the educational offerings available for families at the Parent Education Center.
• Randy Nunamaker provided the board with information on the relocation of three portables, one to Emerson Elementary, one to
Livingston Elementary and one to McClintock STEM Elementary.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Acceptance of New Horizons Relocation Project; Acceptance of Portables 2017 project; Acceptance
of Pasco High School Phase III projects; Approval of sale of property to clarify records of transfer from 1967; Approval of Interlocal agreement with Washington Educational Program Pool; Approval of Carl Perkins Grant Application and Assurances statement
for 2017-18 School Year; Approval of Senior Center Alterations Change Order No. 2; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for:
Chiawana, Pasco, New Horizons and Delta High School students to Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA)
annual conference in Bellevue, WA; Chiawana High School Ski Club to Bend, OR; Chiawana High School Speech and Debate
team to the Western Montana Invitational tournament in Kalispell, MT; Approval of Out of State student travel for Chiawana High
School Advancement via Individual Determination (AVID) College Campus Visits in Washington and Idaho.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July).
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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