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5th Annual ‘Project Fill the Bus’ Food Drive Delivers Again
An annual Pasco tradition continued on Dec. 18 as
four Pasco school buses rolled into the parking lot
of the Second Harvest Distribution Center full of
non-perishable food donations for the food bank.

The annual “Project Fill the Bus” food drive was
the brainchild of PSD bus drivers Tamara
Pearson and Cheryl Ross back in 2013. The
event continues to grow every year as donations
are collected at each school and district building
for several weeks.
“There’s a group of us that has been doing it every
year and we really enjoy it. We get really excited to
go out and collect the food. We have a great time,”
Pearson says.

The bus drivers ventured out into the community as
well, setting up a bus to collect food at the Yoke’s
Fresh Market on Road 68 on Dec. 2. They also sta-

tioned a bus at McGee Elementary to collect donations during the Desert Plateau Luminaria celebration
on Dec. 16. On Dec. 18, the bus drivers delivered
8,281 pounds to Second Harvest, more than doubling
last year’s donation.
With many families dealing with tighter budgets in
the winter months, this food drive comes at a perfect
time to do the most good. “This is a challenging time
for those in need,” says Second Harvest Development
Manager Jean Tucker. “The cold winter months mean
higher heating bills, which leaves less grocery money
for families already struggling with hunger. The
“Project Fill the Bus” donation will help stock the
shelves of food banks and meal programs right here in
Benton and Franklin counties.”
Over the past five years, Pasco bus drivers have collected and delivered more than 36,000 pounds of food
for Second Harvest.
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Chiawana, Pasco High Students Help Assemble ‘Bikes for Tykes’
Students from Chiawana High School and Pasco High School were part of the large contingent of volunteers
who helped assemble more than 1,500 bicycles for kids in our community on Dec. 8 at the Benton-Franklin
Fairgrounds.
The Bikes for Tykes event is organized by the Local 598 Plumbers & Steamfitters Union. Over the last eight
years, volunteers have put together more than 10,000 bicycles for kids in the Tri-Cities community.

‘Operation Warm’ Provides Winter Coats for Kids at Captain Gray Elementary
A big "thank you" to the Pasco Fire Department for delivering dozens of brand-new warm, winter coats to
Captain Gray STEM Elementary on Dec. 8. It's all part of the firefighters' Operation Warm project. The winter coats were handed out to kids who will need them as we head into the winter weather season. Thank you
Pasco firefighters for caring about our community.
#WeArePasco
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Apple Valley Dental & Braces Donates Coats to PEAK! Partner Schools
A big "thank you" to Apple Valley Dental & Braces
Apple Valley Dental is a proud PEAK! Partner with
for donating and delivering 30 brand-new warm, win- the two schools. Thank you for being such a great
ter coats for students at Frost Elementary and Stevens community partner and for caring about Pasco kids!
Middle School on Dec. 12.

Saluting Students

Emerson Elementary students
(from left to right) Victoria
Roberts, Nelly Salas, Julissa
Campos and Roberto Acevedo
led the flag salute at the Board of
Directors meeting on Dec. 12.
The students organized a penny
drive at Emerson to help students
at a school in Texas that was impacted by the floodwaters of Hurricane Harvey.
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PSD’s Kristi Docken Honored as Early Learning Champion
Congratulations to the District’s Director of Special
Services and Early Intervention, Kristi Docken. Kristi
was honored by the Benton Franklin Early Learning
Alliance as an “Early Learning Champion” at an Educational Service District 123 event on Nov. 2.
The awards are given out every year to recognize partners in the community who have made significant contributions to the collaborative work that is done in our
community to ensure kids enter kindergarten ready to
learn and grow. ESD 123’s Executive Director of Early
Learning Matt Bona praised Docken for her commitment to helping our community’s littlest learners.
“Kristi is always working to connect families and partners to resources,” Bona said. “Through the facilitation
of impactful trainings for Spanish speaking childcare
providers, through the Partnership for Early Learning,
support of play and learn groups, implementation of
READY! for Kindergarten, and the expansion of
ECEAP, our community is blessed to be able to work
with such an endearing and remarkable district leader
who is leading the early learning charge while setting
an example for other school districts to follow.”

Pasco High Students’ Music Video Goes Viral
It started as a video project to get Pasco High Students excited about the winter sports season, but the new
“Pasco Pride” music video is doing much more than that. The video is garnering attention from fans all over
the United States and North America thanks to its popularity on the internet.
The song was written and recorded by PHS
students Victor Rodriguez and Geo
Rivera, along with Victor’s older brother
Mario Rodriguez, who is a former Pasco
High student. Justin Brault’s video production class at PHS helped put the video together.
Combined, the video has been viewed more
than 100,000 times on YouTube, Facebook
and Twitter. The three students have been
featured in the Tri-City Herald and on the
Tri-Cities area TV newscasts.
You can check out the video HERE.
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Emerson Elementary Welcomes Community at VIP Day

Some Very Important Patrons and Very Interested
Parents got up bright and early on December 7 to see
Very Innovative Pasco in action at Emerson Elementary’s VIP Day. Each guest spent the morning with a
group of Emerson students, engaging in classroom
activities and experiencing the exceptional qualities
that make Pasco an exciting place to work and learn.
Students served as tour guides for the guests, showing off some of the great things that students are
learning and doing at Emerson Elementary.
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Volunteers Needed for 2018 Enterprise Week
Pasco School District’s 18th annual business simulation
event for high school seniors, Enterprise Week, is March
26-30 at the Columbia Basin College campus in Pasco, and
volunteers are needed to continue to make this valuable
program a success.
The weeklong program provides seniors from Chiawana,
New Horizons, and Pasco high schools the opportunity to
apply what they learn in a real-world setting while giving
back to their community. Students will be grouped into
“consulting firms” where they will work together to create
a solution to one of six community challenges. Each student firm will be paired with a business professional or
community member to guide and mentor them.
Volunteers are needed to serve as mentors, consultants, and
judges. Mentors will be assigned a student consulting firm where they will facilitate and mentor their students
through the weeklong process. Mentors are needed daily between 7:20 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Mentor duties can
be also shared if it is not possible to be at the event for all of the required hours.
Consultants will be needed March 27 & 28 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and will help students with marketing, financials, and presentation skills. They will also share industry information with the students specific to their challenge.

On March 30, all of the consulting firms will come together and present solutions for their community challenge. The community is invited to come out from 8:30-11:30 a.m. and see all ten solutions for each community challenge, and then vote for their top three firms.
To sign up as a volunteer, or if you need more information, please contact the Enterprise Week office at 5436700, Ext. 2670, or visit the Enterprise website at www.psd1.org/enterprise.

Longfellow Students & Staff Collect Food for Longhorn Families
The spirit of community and giving is strong at Longfellow Elementary this winter. Longhorn students and staff
members organized a food drive in late November and
early December to help support some of the school’s
families.
Reading Recovery Specialist Jana Hardman helped to
organize the food drive, along with several Longfellow
teachers. On Dec. 13, they packed up all the food they
collected and delivered it to several families. “It was really neat to see the kids get so excited about collecting
food for the food drive,” Hardman says. “They knew
they would be helping some of their fellow students, and
that was really inspiring to see.” #PROUDofPASCO
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20-Jan. 2: Winter Break - No School
Upcoming Events: Dec.
Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month
Jan. 9: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School

Jan. 22: Semester Break - No School
Jan. 23: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Board Notes 12-12-17
Study Session
• Suzanne Hall updated the Board on the District’s College and Career Ready Initiative and the changes that will be needed with
the new state requirement of 24 high school credits for graduation.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger recognized the Board of Directors for earning the Washington School Boards Educational Foundation’s Excellence with Equity Award at the WSSDA Annual Conference in Bellevue in November.
Election of Officers
• Steve Christensen was elected to serve as Board President, Amy Phillips was elected to serve as Vice President, and Aaron
Richardson was elected to serve as WIAA Representative.
Reports/Discussions
• Vanesa Quiroz and Julia Dudley provided the board an overview of the student sessions at the WSSDA Annual Conference that
focused on equity and unity in schools and how those practices can be implemented in Pasco schools.
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the rationale, baseline benchmark data and key actions associated with the District’s
Outrageous Outcome that 100% of students graduate and have a career path.
• Sarah Thornton presented several policy revisions to the Board for first reading, including the deletion of Policies 6110, 6120
and 6122, and the addition of Policy 1620: Board Superintendent Relationship, and Policy 1630: Evaluation of the Superintendent.
• Sarah Thornton presented a revision to Policy 4222: Senior Citizens Gold Card to the Board for first reading.
Action Items
• The Board approved the District’s 2018 Legislative Priorities and Guiding Positions.
• The Board approved the appointment of Marcia Stillwell, Meredith Taylor and Ashley Fischer to the committee advocating
approval and Roger Lenk, Pamela Follensbee and Maria Smith to the committee advocating rejection of the District’s February
13, 2018 levy measure.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of salary schedules; Approval of Lease for Kids World facility; Approval of Board Policy
3300: Corrective Action and Discipline (2nd reading); Approval of Resolution 948: Acceptance of the Pasco High Phase III project
commissioning report; Approval of Architect and Engineering selection for Elementary #17 design and construction; Approval of
Architect and Engineering selection for Stevens Middle School replacement design and construction; Approval of Architect and
Engineering Selection for Middle School #4 design and construction; Approval of Request for City of Pasco to Vacate Right of
Way on East Duluth Street in Pasco; Approval of relocation of two portables, one to Emerson Elementary and one to McClintock
STEM Elementary; Approval of Resolution 949: Order Dispensing with Records Index.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July).
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail10
able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.

