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Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

Chiawana Band Program Earns National Award of Excellence
When it comes to honors and achievements for high
school band programs, they don’t get much bigger
than this. Last month, Chiawana High School’s band
program received the William P. Foster Music Education Alliance National Award of Excellence. The
award is given to band programs that are achieving
the highest levels of excellence in music performance at schools that serve historically disadvantaged student populations.
In November, Chiawana band instructors Kevin
Clayton and Peter Blake were notified that Chiawana’s band program had been selected as the
Northwest Division winner for the Foster Project
award. That meant Chiawana was one of five Title I
schools across the country that were being considered for the national award.

Chiawana High School band instructors Kevin Clayton (left)
and Peter Blake (right) are congratulated by National Band
Both Clayton and Blake attended the National Band Association President Scott Casagrande (center) for winning
Association’s Midwest Clinic Reception: A Celebra- the William P. Foster Music Education Alliance National
tion of Musical Excellence, Diversity and Inclusion Award of Excellence.

in Chicago on Dec. 20, where they were thrilled to
discover that Chiawana’s band program had been selected for the National Award of Excellence.

The national award also means that Chiawana’s band
program will now get to host several guest artists and
clinicians from around the country, who will share
some of their education and expertise with Chia“This is a tremendous honor for us,” Clayton says.
“One of my goals has been to prove that excellence is wana’s band students and instructors.
not limited within particular demographics, that ALL
kids, with the right instruction and adequate support, A special concert is also planned for later this year
where representatives from the National Band Assocican achieve the highest levels of excellence. This
award shows that we are doing some great things here ation will honor Chiawana’s band program and present them with their national award. More details on
in Pasco schools!”
the date and time for that special performance will be
announced in the coming weeks.
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Winter Weather Advisory: What You Need to Know About Ice & Snow
The winter season is here and bad winter weather
could delay or cancel our school day. We will only
alter the regular school schedule when it is necessary
to ensure the health and safety of students and staff.
We also consider how subfreezing temperatures will
affect students walking or waiting for buses and
whether snow, ice, or freezing fog will be an issue for
motorists.
Many factors are taken into careful consideration
when making the decision. District Transportation officials are in close contact with the City of Pasco and
Franklin County road crews to get updates on road
conditions and snow removal progress. We also monitor National Weather Service forecasts to determine if
conditions are expected to improve or worsen
throughout the day.

Every effort is made to announce closures or delays
by 5:30 a.m. If conditions change after the decision is
made to delay school, it is possible that the district
may cancel school. We will try to make a final decision by 7:30 a.m., or shortly thereafter. If a change is
made, an updated alert will be sent out as soon as possible.

If there is no mention on the district website of deHere is a look at the District’s process on a bad weath- lays or closures, schools are running on time.
er day:
Road conditions in the district can vary depending on
• At 3 a.m., District officials drive bus routes which
where you live. The District supports a parent’s or
include city streets, highways, and rural roads.
guardian’s decision to pick their child up early or to
They also contact City and County road crews at not send their child to school. Absences will be conthis time.
sidered excused via the regular protocols.
• At 4:30 a.m., Superintendent Michelle Whitney is
Starting this winter, the District's transportation debriefed by District officials with the latest inforpartment will be implementing the use of snow routes,
mation on road conditions, weather forecasts and when necessary, for buses that transport students who
traffic conditions. She also consults with neighbor- live north of Clark Road, and in the block areas, to
ing school district superintendents.
ensure the safety of those students as they are trans•

ported to and from school. A list of the modified snow
routes can be found HERE.

By 5 a.m. a decision is made to proceed as usual
or to delay or cancel school.

If the snow routes are in effect, the district will include the phrase "buses on snow routes" in any notification, text message, email, social media message or
media alert about a school delay.

If there is a cancellation or delay, you can find that
information in the following places:
•

District Website - Check www.psd1.org

•

PSD smartphone app

•

PSD Facebook and Twitter

•

Text Message and Email Notifications - To register, click here.

•

Media - Watch and listen to local TV and radio
stations

If school is closed, all out-of-district transportation,
meetings, field trips, after-school activities, practices,
and games will be canceled for the day unless otherwise announced. All evening meetings and events
scheduled to take place in district facilities will also be
canceled.
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PSD Offers Levy Information Sessions January 16-18 & 24-25
Pasco School District will host five public information
sessions on the upcoming levy election at the District’s three middle schools and two comprehensive
high schools later this month.
Here is the schedule for the levy information sessions:
•

Jan. 16: Stevens Middle School - Cafeteria

•

Jan. 17: McLoughlin Middle School - Library

•

Jan. 18: Ochoa Middle School - Library

•

Jan. 24: Chiawana High School - Seminar Rooms

•

Jan. 25: Pasco High School - Library

be renewed. This is a replacement levy, it is not a new
tax. The new levy tax rate is estimated at $1.50 per
$1,000 of assessed property value, which is significantly lower than the current tax rate of $3.95 per
$1,000 of assessed value.

All five information sessions will start at 6 p.m. and
will be presented in English. Spanish translation will
be available, and the PowerPoint presentation will be
provided in both English and Spanish.

Levy funds bridge the gap between State and Federal
funding and what it actually costs to run a school district. Levy funds help support health and safety programs, student learning and staffing, instructional support, operations and maintenance, and athletics and
activities.

The District’s current two-year Maintenance and Operations levy expires at the end of 2018 and needs to
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Angelou Elementary Robotics Team Qualifies for State Event
Congratulations to the Angelou Elementary robotics club! Their team
qualified to compete in the State
FIRST LEGO League competition
that was held on Jan. 13 at Eastern
Washington University in Cheney.
The Angelou robotics team competed at the FIRST LEGO league qualifying tournament held at Ochoa
Middle School on Dec. 9 and earned
the highest score from the judges in
the “Strategy and Innovation” category during the robotics competition.
Congratulations to all of the robotics
club students at all of our schools for
a great year of competition!

Mariners Caravan Visits Emerson Elementary
Spring training is right around the corner for the Seattle Mariners,
but before the team heads down to Arizona, the Mariners Caravan
made several stops in eastern Washington, including a special visit
to Emerson Elementary on Jan. 12.
The Mariner Moose, along with catcher Mike Marjama, pitcher
Marco Gonzales and longtime Mariners broadcaster Mike Blowers, visited Emerson for a Mariner Moose DREAM Team assembly with students. The program stressed the importance of the
team’s DREAM principles: Drug-free, Respect for yourself and
others, Education through reading, Attitude, and Motivation to
achieve your
dreams.
A big “Thank
You” to the
Mariners for
spending some
time with our students!
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Special Services to Offer Special Education Parent Navigator Training
Are you the parent of a child that receives or has received special education services? Have you ever wished you had a support person who could
help you navigate and understand the special education system?
The Pasco School District special education department is recruiting parents to become special education parent navigators. These navigators will
be equipped with the knowledge needed to help new parents through the
special education process. We invite anyone who might be interested in
becoming an PSD parent navigator to register for the training.

After completing the training, you can decide if you would like to be added to the District’s list as an official parent partner. Attending the training
does not require you to sign up to become an official parent partner.
The two-day training will be held at the Booth Building on Friday, Feb. 2 from 5-8 p.m., and on Saturday,
Feb. 3rd from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. The training will cover what a parent partner is, the role of the partner, and training in the IEP process. Greg Abell from Sound Options, an OSPI funded organization, will be providing this
training. Pasco is thrilled to be the first school district in Eastern Washington to provide this service. Meals
and snacks will be provided during both days of training.
To register for the training, please call Amber Burrows in the Special Services Office at (509) 543-6703, or
email her at aburrows@psd1.org. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Tracy
Wilson, Executive Director of Special Services (509) 543-6703 or twilson@psd1.org.
Pasco School District will offer this same training for Spanish speaking families on March 2-3. We will have
more details on those training sessions in the weeks to come.

Scott Lehrman Honored for Service as School Board President
Pasco School Board member Scott Lehrman was honored for his
years of service as board president during the Board of Directors
meeting on Jan. 9.
Lehrman served as President of the Board of Directors for two
years. During his tenure from 2015-2017, the Pasco School Board
was honored twice as a “Board of Distinction” by the Washington
State School Directors Association.
In 2016, Pasco’s school board was named the “School Board of
the Year” by WSSDA. That award was based on the board’s success in being accountable and open to the public while seeking
divergent perspectives in its decision making, adopting a collaboratively developed district plan focused on learning and achievement, and employing and supporting quality teachers, administrators and other staff, while also providing for professional development.
Thank you Scott for your commitment and dedication to our students, families and employees.
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Local Realtor Donates Books for Stevens MS English Language Arts Class
Check this out! Dave Shinabarger
with Keller Williams Realty Tri-Cities
donated more than 30 copies of the
best seller "Wonder" to Kristina
Brown's English Language Arts class
at Stevens Middle School on Jan. 9.
Mrs. Brown wants her students to read
the book because of its powerful message about treating others with tolerance and respect. Thank you Mr.
Shinabarger for supporting our students and our community!

Saluting Students
McGee Elementary students (from left to right)
Adrianna Mendoza, Jordan Marquez, Esteban
Zarate, Randy Alcaide and Lucia Robledo led the
flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting on Jan. 9.

The students all serve on McGee’s Leadership Council.
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15: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School
Upcoming Events: Jan.
Jan. 16-18: Levy Information Sessions - Stevens, McLoughlin, Ochoa
6-7 p.m.
Jan. 22: Semester Break - No School
Jan. 23: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 24-25: Levy Information Sessions - Chiawana, Pasco HS: 6-7 p.m.
Feb. 5-9: National School Counseling Week
Feb. 8: VIP Day - Franklin STEM Elementary: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Feb. 13: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Board Notes 1-9-18

Study Session
• Sarah Thornton updated the board about the process involved with a potential change to voter district-based school
board elections.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger recognized board member Scott Lehrman for his years of service to the school district as President of
the Board of Directors.
Oath of Office
• Steve Christensen, Sherry Lancon and Amy Phillips were each sworn-in to serve new 4-year terms after being reelected by voters in the November 2017 election.
Reports/Discussions
• Dennis Maguire provided the board with an overview of Washington State’s plans for statewide accountability systems to show compliance with the Federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
• Michelle Whitney provided the board some updated information associated with student involvement in extracurricular activities in relation to the District’s Outrageous Outcome that 100% of students are involved in extracurricular
activities.
• Suzanne Hall provided an update to the board on the four-year and five-year cohort graduation rate trends for Pasco
School District students.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Speech and Debate
team to competition at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail9
able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.

