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Pasco High Students Make Field Trip to Seattle to catch ‘Hamilton’
The convoy of buses rolled out of the Pasco
High School parking lot just after 4 a.m., loaded full with 175 PHS students and more than a
dozen chaperones. Many of them were groggy
and bleary-eyed as they embarked on a daylong field trip over the Cascades to Seattle. But
this was no ordinary field trip. By the end of
the day, these juniors and seniors would have a
story that they’ll be sharing with family and
friends for years.

Back in February, PHS drama teacher Heather
Johnson found out that Pasco High was one of A group of 175 Pasco High School students make their way into
just a handful of Title I schools that were
Seattle’s Paramount Theatre for a matinee performance of
selected to participate in the Hamilton Educa- “Hamilton” on March 8.
tion Program, sponsored by the Gilder Lehrman Institute. As part of the program, the students
the crowd roar. It was really cool. It was nerve wrackwould need to complete a history project focused on ing, but I had a lot of fun.”
Alexander Hamilton and the Founding Fathers era.
Students spent two hours after school completing their After the student performances, members of the
lesson plans in order to earn their spot in the audience “Hamilton” cast took the stage to answer a series of
of a matinee performance of the Broadway hit
questions submitted by the students. After a break for
“Hamilton” at Seattle’s Paramount Theatre on March lunch, the students returned to the theatre for the mat8.
inee performance that drew huge bursts of applause
throughout the show, and a standing ovation at the
But the show was just part of this special day. Before end.
the performance, Students from 15 different schools
got a chance to share their projects with the audience “It was absolutely breathtaking,” says PHS senior
by performing them on the Paramount’s Stage. Pasco Marieli Pedroza. “I am so in awe, and I’m so glad
High junior Geo Rivera shared the rap he wrote about that we had the opportunity to come as seniors. It was
Alexander Hamilton in front of the capacity crowd.
like a senior send-off for us. It was amazing.”
“I’m glad I got to have this experience,” Rivera says.
“It was really fun, especially at the end when I heard To check out a video recap of the ‘Hamilton’ field
trip, click HERE.
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Chiawana Speech & Debate Team Captures State Speech Championship
For the first time in school history, the
Chiawana High School Speech and Debate
team has returned home from the WIAA
State Speech competition with the 4A team
Championship. The Riverhawks captured
the team title by placing nine students in the
finals of the State Individual Events competition held at the University of Puget Sound
in Tacoma on March 10.
Senior Baylee Easterday captured two state
titles, taking 1st place in both Impromptu
“I am incredibly proud of these kids,” says Chiawana
Speaking and Extemporaneous Speaking, while senior
Isaiah Moore earned the state championship in Inter- Speech and Debate coach Vicky Hyde. “If it was ever
going to happen, this was the year. It was the perfect
pretive Reading.
storm and these kids made it happen.”
Six other Chiawana students placed in their competiBut their season isn’t over yet. Five Chiawana stutions, including:
dents will be competing in the State Debate competi• Ford Powers and Caleb Hernandez – 3rd place
tion March 16-17 in Spokane. After that, nine ChiaDual Interpretation
wana students will be preparing for the National
• Monica Winn – 4th place Dramatic Interpretation, Speech and Debate Tournament in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida in June. Trevor Schmitt will compete in Big
5th place Interpretive Reading
Questions Debate, Monica Winn in Dramatic Interpre• Audra Totten – 5th place Expository
tation, Audra Totten and Malene Garcia in Informa• Malene Garcia – 6th place Expository
tive Speaking, Linh Truong in Lincoln Douglas
Debate, Eric Harrod in Original Oratory, Isaiah
• Trevor Schmitt – 7th place Impromptu
Moore in Program Oral Interpretation, and Caleb
Hernandez and Ford Powers in Duo Interpretation.

Saluting Students
Twain Elementary students (from left to right)
Ella Lehrman, Mariela Rojas and Sofia
Cruz led the flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting on Feb. 27. The students serve as
Twain Elementary’s ASB officers.
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McGee Elementary Hosts Celebrities on Read Across America Day
March 2 marked National Read Across America Day, celebrating the birthday of beloved children’s writer Dr.
Seuss. Students at McGee Elementary invited several local “celebrities” to read some of their favorites books
with them in class. The guest readers included (clockwise from top left) SSC North America owner Jerrod
Shelby, Chiawana HS senior Kenedy Cartwright, PSD Superintendent Michelle Whitney, KVEW-TV news
anchor Jade Redinger and Congressman Dan Newhouse.

‘Science on Wheels’ Program Visits McClintock STEM Elementary
Students at McClintock STEM Elementary now know a little bit
more about how rock and land formations are created, what’s inside
the Earth, and what happens to a building during an earthquake. It’s
all thanks to a special visit by the Pacific Science Center’s “Science
on Wheels” program on March 8.
Dozens of displays were set up in McClintock’s gym, offering students some “hands-on” opportunities to learn more about what
makes up our planet. Several classrooms were also transformed into
science exhibits.
The Seattle-based program has become one of the largest and most
respected science center outreach programs in the country over the
last 40 years. Last year, the “Science on Wheels” program visited
more than 165,000 students across the Pacific Northwest. A big
“thank you” to Pacific Science Center for sharing some of their
knowledge with our students.
4

Positively Pasco

NEWS

5

Positively Pasco

NEWS

New Horizons High School Welcomes Community at VIP Day

More than a dozen Very Important Patrons and Very Interested
Parents got up bright and early on March 1 to see Very Innovative Pasco in action at New Horizons High School’s VIP Day.
Each guest spent the morning with New Horizons students, engaging in classroom activities and experiencing the exceptional
qualities that make Pasco an exciting place to work and learn.
Students served as tour guides for the guests, showing off some
of the great things that students are learning and doing at New
Horizons High School.
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Upcoming Events: Mar. 12-16: Classified School Employees Week

Mar. 15-17, 23-24: “Stand and Deliver”: 7 p.m. - PHS Gregson
Auditorium
Mar. 15-16, 23-24: “Clue”: 7 p.m. - CHS Black Box Theatre

Mar. 26-30: Enterprise Week: Columbia Basin College
Mar. 27: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Apr. 2-6: Spring Break - NO SCHOOL
Board Notes 2-27-18

Study Session
• Steve Christensen led a discussion on potential bond financing scenarios for the bonds that were approved by voters
in the November 2017 bond proposal.
Reports/Discussions
• Erich Bolz provided the board a review of year to date data from the STAR 360 third grade reading assessment.
• Deb Thurston shared information with the board about K-6 enrollment in the District’s internet Pasco Academy of
Learning (iPAL). She also shared information about future capacity and expansion of the program.
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the process of transitioning to the trimester schedule at Chiawana High
School and Pasco High School, and clarified communication protocols for questions, concerns and suggestions.
Action Items
• The board approved Resolution 950, authorization of the issuance, sale and delivery of bonds.
• The board approved Resolution 951, increasing the 2017-18 appropriation for the Capital Projects fund from
$8,674,170 to $11,379,711 and the Transportation Vehicle Fund from $1,426,000 to $1,973,000.
• The board approved Resolution 952, transferring $390,000 from the General Fund to the Transportation Vehicle
Fund for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2018.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of License Agreement for the Commercial Foods Academy; Approval of Senior Center alterations project change order No. 3; Approval of Project Management Services Recommendation; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana High School Speech and Debate team to State Debate Tournament in
Spokane, WA; Chiawana High School, Pasco High School and Delta High School Speech and Debate teams to State
Speech tournament in Tacoma, WA; Chiawana High School Orchestra to State High School Orchestra Festival in Bellingham, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for: Pasco High School Distributive Education Clubs
of America (DECA) students to attend the International Career Development Leadership Conference in Atlanta, GA;
Pasco High School and Delta High School Key Club students to attend the Pacific Northwest District Convention in
Portland, OR.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail8
able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.

