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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

Curie Students & Staff ‘Share the Love’ with Random Acts of Kindness
Curie STEM Elementary students and staff members spent
their month of February ‘sharing the love’ with our local
community. School leaders say Curie’s 2nd annual Random Acts of Kindness month was an overwhelming success.
Each grade level was asked to complete a service project to
help make a positive impact in their community. Curie 6th
graders collected more than $1,012 in
coins, which will be used to construct a
Buddy Bench memorial on the school’s
campus. The bench will be dedicated to
Alison Rodriguez, a former Curie 6th
grader who passed away from cancer
earlier this school year.
Curie’s 5th grade students collected
more than 200 dental hygiene items,
which were all donated to the Union
Gospel Mission. Meanwhile, Curie 4th graders wrote
more than 160 letters that were delivered to nursing
home residents in our community. Curie’s 3rd grade
students held a pet food and supplies drive and collected more than 30 pounds of pet food that will be donated
to the Humane Society.
Curie staff members also got involved. They sorted
more than 8,000 pounds of pears at Second Harvest to
help supply more than 6,600 meals for local families.
“I really believe that students can learn so much through service and providing things for others,” says
Amanda Wilson, who teaches 6th grade at Curie and also serves as the ASB and leadership advisor. “With all
of these activities, the kids were really focused on doing good things for others. When they were done, a lot of
the students talked about how good it felt to do nice things for other people.”
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Enterprise Week Events Include Visit from Senator Patty Murray
Pasco School District’s 18th annual Enterprise Week
wrapped up March 30 and featured several new twists this
year. For the first time in several years, the event was
held at the Columbia Basin College campus. The format
for the week-long program also changed into a businesssimulation where students were grouped into small
‘consulting firms’ and worked together to create a solution to one of six challenges facing our community.

A very special visitor also stopped by on March 29.
Senator Patty Murray visited with a group of students,
teachers, mentors and administrators to learn more about
the Enterprise Week program and the impact it has made on Pasco students over the
years. Chiawana seniors Oscar Cervantes,
Baylee Easterday and Janeth Nava, along
with Pasco High seniors Vanesa Quiroz
and Kennedy Smith were able to share
some of their Enterprise Week experiences
with Senator Murray, and talk with her
about some of the skills they’ve developed
through the week-long program.
A big “thank you” to all of the PSD staff
members, business owners, and other community volunteers who helped make this
year’s Enterprise Week a tremendous success!

McLoughlin Student Named WIAA Middle School Athlete of the Month
Congratulations to McLoughlin Middle School 7th grader
Mattalee Woolf who was selected as the WIAA Middle
School Athlete of the Month for February.

Woolf participates in several sports at McLoughlin, including
basketball, soccer and softball. She’s also involved with a club
basketball team outside of school.
Mattalee also makes a big impact in her community off the
playing field. She enjoys making meals for those in need, and
helping with yardwork for those who can’t do it themselves.
She also shows respect for everyone she makes contact with,
and cares about doing her best and making a difference.
“Mattalee is humble, but outgoing when she needs to be. She is a student-athlete who makes a difference
wherever she is,” says McLoughlin Middle School athletic director Gregg Huisingh. “Mattalee has proven
to be thoughtful and hard working in life outside of school.”
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Frost Elementary Teacher Honored at Crystal Apple Awards Ceremony
More than 100 people packed into the conference center at the Educational Services District 123 building in
Pasco on March 15 to honor some of the region’s best
teachers. Frost Elementary resource room teacher
Mary Ann Parra was one of nine outstanding MidColumbia teachers
who were recognized as a 2018
Crystal Apple
Award for Excellence in Education
winner.

dedication and commitment to Frost’s CARE team,
which focuses on students not making the academic or
social progress necessary for their age and grade level,” Whitney says. “Mary Ann’s dedication to her students in this role is noteworthy as she is constantly
working to ensure that
parent communication,
interventions, and resources are in place for
those children to move
forward and succeed.”

Parra was introduced by Superintendent Michelle
Whitney who
praised Parra’s dedication to her stuFrost Elementary teacher Mary Ann Parra (center) celebrates her
dents. “Some of
Crystal Apple Award with members of her family, and her Frost EleMary Ann’s most
mentary family at the Crystal Apple Awards Ceremony on March 15.
profound work has
centered around her

Since the Crystal Apple
Award program began
in 1999, 228 outstanding local teachers have
been recognized.
Crystal Apple winners
receive a $1,000 check,
a glass crystal apple,
and several gift certificates from local businesses.

PHS Dance Team Grabs Three Trophies at State Dance Championships
Congratulations to the Pasco High School dance team!
The Bulldogs placed 1st in Hip Hop, 1st in Show, and 2nd in Pom at the
WIAA State Dance and Drill Championships at the Yakima SunDome on
March 24.
Great job Bulldogs! #PROUDofPASCO
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District Completes Bond Sale for Capital Projects
Executive Director of Fiscal Services Howard
Roberts delivered some good news to the Board of
Directors at their March 27 meeting. The District
completed the sale of $99.5 million in bonds in less
than two hours on March 14 at a net interest cost of
just 3.73 percent, which was well below the parameters of 5.5 percent set by the board in their bond resolution.

taxpayers will now see a tax rate increase of just 26
cents per $1,000 of assessed property value. The new
rate is considerably less than the estimated tax rate of
59 cents per $1,000 of assessed value that was advertised for voter information purposes last fall.

The district’s bonds were likely the first Washington
school district bonds to be offered this year, and attracted investors from Morgan Stanley, Wells Fargo,
Thanks to the favorable interest rates, and Franklin
State Farm, and several other bond investor groups.
County’s continued gains in assessed property values, The underwriter who conducted the bond sale attributed the successful sale to the district’s strong credit rating and sound financial management.
The bonds will pay for the construction of two new
elementary schools, one new middle school, and the
replacement of Stevens Middle School. Construction
on the new Elementary #16 will begin this summer on
land the district owns along Road 84 just north of
Chiawana High School. The school is scheduled to
open in August 2019.
The bond funds will also cover the costs to remodel
the front entrances at 12 of the district’s older schools
to improve safety and security at those schools. Those
renovations will include new secured entries, access
control, and camera systems.

ASL Teams Earn Trip to State Competition
Congratulations to the Chiawana and Pasco High ASL
(American Sign Language) students who competed in the regional ASL competition in Moses Lake on March 24.

Chiawana’s team of Mireya Aguirre, Alyssa Dickenson,
Emma DuBose, MacKenzie Kay and Leslie Perez finished in
2nd place overall at the regional competition.
Pasco High’s team of Emily Hale, Amy Gonzalez, Citlali
Lopez, Andrew Rojas and Madison Salisbury finished in 6th
place overall.
Both teams have qualified for the state competition in Puyallup
on April 28.
#PROUDofPASCO

4

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Students, Teachers Honored for Inspired Art at Annual ESD 123 Show
Talented student artists and their teachers, who inspire them to create beautiful and thought-provoking pieces
of art, were honored at the Board of Directors meeting on March 27. Each of the students submitted artwork
for the annual ESD 123 Student Art Show held recently at CBC’s Gjerde Center.
Students who received Honorable Mention at the ESD 123 Art Show:
Cheyenne Calderon - Chiawana HS, “After Rain”
Leslie Hernandez - Chiawana HS, “Ocean Eyes”
Martin Reyes - Chiawana HS, “Chiawana Park Beauty”
Sandra Mendoza - New Horizons HS, “In Its Natural Habitat”
Chloe Brook - Pasco HS, “California Fires”
Irene Garcia - Pasco HS, “Green Leaves of Summer”
Students who received Judges Choice honors at the ESD 123 Art Show:
Caylla Cooper - Chiawana HS, “Beauty is more than skin deep”
Nate Cooper - Chiawana HS, “Still Life Interests”
Gabe Medina - Chiawana HS, “Branches”
Alma Leal - Chiawana HS, “Amazing Pumpkin Flowers”
Pedro Silguero - Chiawana HS, “Two Face, Half Human, Half Skeleton”
Brockton Watts - Chiawana HS, “Oaxacan Crab”
Adi Aguirre - Pasco HS, “Not Even I Know What’s Going on Here”
Valentina Guerra - Pasco HS, “By the Ocean”
Students who received Superintendent’s Top Choice and Honorable Mention honors as chosen by
Superintendent Michelle Whitney:
Denisse Michaca - Chiawana HS, “Best Friends”
Trinity St. Hilaire - Chiawana HS, “Spoken”
Sandra Mendoza - New Horizons HS, “In Its Natural Habitat”
Valentina Guerra - Pasco HS, “By the Ocean”
Several PSD art teachers were also recognized for helping to inspire the students,
including Chiawana High School teachers
Felicia Jones, Ethan Miller and Ken
Merrick, New Horizons High School
teacher Saul Martinez, and Pasco High
School teachers Kristi Baker and Randi
Cruzen.

ESD 123 Art Contest winners (from left to right) Chloe Brook,
Valentina Guerra, Sandra Mendoza and Denisse Michaca were recognized at the Board of Directors meeting on March 27.
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McLoughlin Middle School Hosts ‘STEM Like Me!’ Event
A group of STEM professionals from CH2M,
TerraGraphics, Polestar and Kadlec spent the morning
of March 29 at McLoughlin Middle School teaching
students about some of the exciting work they do in
the fields of science, technology, engineering and
math. The STEM Like Me! event was one of several
organized by the Washington State STEM Education
Foundation at schools around the Mid-Columbia.

A big "thank you" to the Washington State STEM Education Foundation and these community partners for
supporting Pasco kids!

PSD Classified Employees Honored at Board of Directors Meeting
Governor Jay Inslee designated March 12-16 as Classified School Employees Week in Washington and the
Pasco School District Board of Directors recognized the district’s talented and dedicated classified employees
at their meeting on March 13. Because of their efforts to cultivate and nurture a learning environment, our
classified employees are vital partners in the education of Pasco kids, right alongside teachers and parents.
A big “Thank You” to all of the district’s classified employees for the tremendous work they do every day.

#PROUDofPASCO
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Saluting Students
Angelou Elementary students (from left to
right) Hunter Barcomb, Evan Washburn,
Berrett Stillwell, Matthias Edrington and
Sam Williams led the flag salute at the Board
of Directors meeting on March 27. The students have all qualified for the State Chess
championships, which will be held at the
TRAC in Pasco on April 21.

7

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Markham Elementary Orchestra Students Welcome New Recruit
Sergeant Gordon Thomasson with the Franklin County
Sheriff’s Office surprised the 6th grade orchestra students
at Markham Elementary on March 6, when he asked if he
could join in and play with them. Sgt. Thomasson told Mrs.
Spadoni that he had no prior orchestra experience, but it
didn’t seem to matter. He quickly grasped some key concepts and performed well, right alongside the students.
Thank you Sgt. Thomasson for making a great connection
with our students!
The Pasco School District offers programs and services for young children from birth to age 21 who live within Pasco School District boundaries who may need special education services. The Pasco School District provides screening for families that suspect their child may have possible developmental delays or disabilities
such as autism, emotional or behavioral disorders, health or orthopedic impairments, intellectual delays, vision or hearing impairments, deafness, deaf-Blind, or traumatic brain injuries.
Students in need of specialized education may be brought to the attention of the
school district by parents or child care providers, educational staff, community agencies or other concerned individuals. For children ages 3-5 and not yet in school,
please contact the Pasco Early Learning Center at 509-416-7119. For children grades
K-12 please contact your neighborhood school for further information. Students enrolled in private schools within the Pasco School District boundaries should contact
their private school. If you have questions, please contact Pasco School District’s
Special Services Office at 509-543-6403.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may
be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.
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Upcoming Events: Apr. 2-6: Spring Break - NO SCHOOL

Apr. 10: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Apr. 14: Pasco Invitational Track Meet: 9:30 a.m. - Edgar Brown
Stadium
Apr. 16-20: School Volunteer Week
Apr. 24: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Board Notes 3-13-18

Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to the District’s classified employees in honor of Classified School
Employees Week on March 12-16.
Reports/Discussions
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the organizational and program audits that are underway or planned for
Pasco School District.
• Susana Reyes provided updated information on the district’s safety and security measures and protocols currently in
place, and plans for the district moving forward.
• Steve Christensen led a discussion on altering the agenda structure for school board meetings.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Policy Revision of Policy 3111: Entrance Qualifications; Approval of Bill of
Sale: Columbia Basin College; Approval of E-Rate Wireless Upgrade Contract.
Board Notes 3-27-18
Study Session
• Susana Reyes led a discussion on building capacity data in relation to the Long-Term Facilities Master Plan. Sarah
Thornton provided an initial update to the board on the district’s Capital Facilities Plan.

Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to students from three Pasco high schools who were honored at the
ESD 123 Student Art Show.
Reports/Discussions
• Erich Bolz provided the board an overview of the instructional materials recommendations for K-8 Social Studies.
• Howard Roberts shared information with the board about the recent sale of $99.5 million in bonds to fund the district’s capital projects, including the construction of two new elementary schools, one new middle school, and replacing Stevens Middle School.
Action Items
• The board approved a new agenda structure for board meetings.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Asset Preservation Program Report; Approval of Overnight Student Travel
for: Pasco High School Skills USA team to State competition in Yakima, WA; Pasco High School Every 15 Minutes
program students to Shift into Safety presentation; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for: McLoughlin
Middle School Family, Career, Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) students to attend national conference in Atlanta, GA; Chiawana High School FCCLA students to attend national conference in Atlanta, GA; Approval of Out of
State travel for Stevens Middle School students to attend STEM Day at Silverwood in Athol, ID.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
9 Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting.
domain/24.

