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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.
District Breaks Ground on New Elementary #16
Construction on Pasco School District’s 16th
elementary school is officially underway. The District
celebrated the start of construction at a groundbreaking ceremony on August 15. The 72,800 square-foot
school will be the
new home for
about 800 Pasco
students and it is
scheduled to open
in time for the
2019-2020 school
year.

replanted on the school grounds once construction is
complete.

Robin Hay is serving as the planning principal for
both Elementary #16 and Elementary #17, and says
she is excited about the
work that lies ahead. “I
feel fortunate to have the
opportunity to work on
this project with the
dedicated professionals
who will be building this
school,” Hay says.
“We would not be
“A school is more than a
here today withbuilding. A school is our
out the continued
generation’s promise to
support of our
future generations. This
community and
school will be the home
the shared comfor hundreds of elemenmitment we all
tary students and numerhave to the educaous staff members. It will
tion of Pasco’s
be a place of academic
Pasco students (from left to right) Kason Gray, Chloe Ringle, Sean
children,” says
learning as well as social
Grometes, Kristin Patterson and Sage Bushman help to plant a
Superintendent
Japanese maple tree as part of the Elementary #16 groundbreaking learning. Students will
Michelle
make new friends, and
celebration on August 15.
Whitney. “This
they will learn and excel
groundbreaking symbolizes our investment in the fu- academically here.”
ture of our schools, our community and our students.
District employees and members of the community
Together we are building the future.”
are invited to submit name suggestions for both EleAs part of the celebration, elementary-aged students
mentary #16 and Elementary #17, which will open in
who live in the neighborhoods nearby helped to plant August 2020. To submit a name suggestion,
a Japanese maple tree in a pot, which will then be
visit www.psd1.org/SchoolNames.
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2018 Staff Achievement Award Winners Announced
There were lots of smiles and
even some tears as the 2018
Staff Achievement Awards were
announced at the All-Staff Rally
on August 27.
This year’s winners were announced by the 2017 Staff
Achievement Award winners
who recorded short video clips
before the rally. They were congratulated on stage by Superintendent Michelle Whitney,
along with Pasco School Board
member Sherry Lancon, and
Congratulations to the 2018 Staff Achievement Award winners. Front row
student board representatives
Alpha Diaz, Isabella Lara, and (left to right): Mechelle Vandervert, Saul Martinez, Vicky Hyde, Gerry
Brazington. Back row (left to right): Felipe Guzman, Hermalinda Norris,
Kassidy Naef.
Grace McArdle, Caroline Gilmour.
Here are the 2018 Staff Achievement Award winners:
Saul Martinez is an art teacher at New Horizons High
Gerry Brazington is a 5th grade teacher at Robinson School. His colleagues describe him as a teacher who
Elementary. For many students, Brazington has served isn’t afraid of teaching outside his comfort zone, and
as a father figure, and he’s often been invited to share frequently gets his students to do more than they
in their milestones after they leave his classroom,
thought they could ever do.
whether it’s a quinceañera, a first communion or a
Grace McArdle is a bus driver with the transportation
graduation.
department. One parent of a special needs child deCaroline Gilmour is a life skills paraeducator at
scribed Grace as “the best bus driver I’ve ever met!
Angelou Elementary. Her colleagues describe her as
I feel so lucky that she drives my daughter to school.”
the type of person who is always willing to tackle
Hermalinda Norris is the head custodian at Robinson
extra duties with a smile on her face and a laugh to
Elementary. Her co-workers say she is dedicated and
share.
dependable, and always makes a great first impression
Felipe Guzman is an AP Spanish teacher at Pasco
with parents and community members.
High School. Guzman has been a part of Pasco
Mechelle Vandervert is a 4th grade teacher at
Schools for 28 years, and he continually encourages
Livingston Elementary. Colleagues say watching her
his students to be proud of their heritage and to honor
teach is like watching great theater as she often uses
themselves and their families.
dramatic voices to teach lessons, or whispers to capVicky Hyde is an English teacher at Chiawana High ture her students’ attention.
School. She’s also the yearbook advisor and the coach
of Chiawana’s Speech & Debate team, which just
captured their first state championship in school
history last spring.
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Lots of Hands-On STEM Activities for Students & Families!
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PEAK! Partners Honored with PEAK! Awards
The Pasco School District honored three of the district’s
PEAK! (Partners in Educating All Kids) Partners with a
PEAK! award during the All-Staff Rally on Aug. 27 in the
Pasco High School Auditorium.
The Unique PEAK! award for unique and outstanding programming was presented to Gesa Credit Union which partners with New Horizons High School and Stevens Middle
School. Gesa teamed up with New Horizons for a ‘Gesa
Gives Back’ event where Gesa volunteers and New Horizons students wrapped holiday gifts. Later, the students
found out the gifts were actually for their own children.
The District Choice award was presented to Conover Insurance which partners with Chess Elementary. Conover participated in a scarf, hat and gloves drive for Chess students and
also adopted two student families for Christmas. They also
put together a Back to School Supplies drive for Chess students.

Sarah Hudson (2nd from right) from Gesa Credit
Union celebrates the Unique PEAK! award with
(from left to Right) Stevens MS Principal Raquel
Martinez, board member Sherry Lancon, Superintendent Michelle Whitney and New Horizons HS
Principal Seth Johnson.

The PEAK! of the Year award was presented to Huesitos
Landscaping which partners with Ochoa Middle School. For
the last two years, they’ve supported activities like career
fairs, parent information nights, and STEAM nights.
They’ve also been a leader in advocating for active parent
involvement at school functions.
Thank you to all of our PEAK! partners for your dedication
and commitment to Pasco students.
Jamie Carlock (center) and Kelsy Duvon (far right)
from Conover Insurance celebrate their District
Choice PEAK! award with (from left to right) board
Member Sherry Lancon, Superintendent Michelle
Whitney, and Chess Elementary Principal Dora
Noble.

Esmeralda and Sylvester Huesos (2nd from right, far
right) from Huesitos Landscaping celebrate their
PEAK! of the Year award with (from left to right)
Ochoa MS Principal Jackie Ramirez, Ochoa MS ATP
Chair Mary Williams, board member Sherry Lancon
and Superintendent Michelle Whitney.
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Gesa Credit Union Donates $22,000 to PSD High Schools, $3,000 to Delta HS
Representatives from Gesa Credit Union handed out
some pretty big checks at the Reach Museum on August 14. Gesa delivered donations of $22,071 to Pasco
School District and $3,000 to Delta High School for
high school activities.
The donations are part of Gesa's school-branded debit
card program where the district earns money for high
school activities each time a cardholder swipes their
Gesa VISA debit card. ““This program allows our
members to help us positively impact the community,” says Gesa Credit Union President and CEO Don
Miller. “This money will help fund programs that help
our students thrive and shape them into the adults of
tomorrow. We are happy to help provide the schools
and teachers with resources they need to continue to
deliver valuable programs to the youth in our community.”

From left to right: Delta High School Principal Mike
Johnson, Delta HS Gesa Credit Union intern Richard
Garcia, and PSD Executive Director of Teaching and
Learning Jenny Rodriquez celebrate a $3,000 donation
from Gesa Credit Union.

Cards are available for Chiawana High School, Delta
High School, New Horizons High School and Pasco
High School. The co-branded debit cards are free to
Gesa members with a checking account. If you're interested in getting a school-branded debit card, just
visit one of Gesa's many member service centers in
the Tri-Cities.

Superintendent Michelle Whitney (left) celebrates Gesa
Credit Union’s $22,000 donations to PSD high school activities with Chiawana HS Gesa Credit Union intern Angel
Nguyen (center) and Pasco HS Gesa Credit Union intern
Carlos Mendoza (right).
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New Security Features at Pasco Schools
The 2018-19 school year is underway for Pasco
schools, and students and families will notice some
new security features at their schools. Many of the district’s older schools will see new security foyers installed at their schools this year. In fact, construction
crews have just completed work on the new security
foyers at three elementary schools; Emerson Elementary, Frost Elementary, and Whittier Elementary.
In addition, all schools will have new access control
systems installed at their entrances. The access control
systems will require that visitors make contact with
someone in the school office before they are “buzzed
in” or allowed to enter the school.
Funding for these safety and security improvements
was included in the $99.5 Million bond package that
Pasco voters approved in 2017.
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Upcoming Events: Sept. 3: Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
Sept. 8: Fiery Foods Festival - Downtown Pasco
Sept. 9-15: National Arts in Education Week
Sept. 11: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 15-Oct. 15: Hispanic Heritage Month
Sept. 25: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Board Notes 8-14-18
Study Session
• Michelle Whitney led a board discussion on the District’s annual objectives and board priorities
Action Items
• The board approved Resolution 958: Adoption of the 2018-19 District Budget.
• The board approved the performance objectives required by District Policy 6122: Evaluation of the Superintendent.

Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Supplemental Food Purchasing Agreement with Longview SD and Pasco
SD for 2018-19 school year; Approval of Value Engineering Recommendations for Middle School #4; Approval of Value Engineering Recommendations for Stevens Middle School Replacement; Approval of 2018-19 Legislative Contract.
Board Notes 8-28-18
Study Session
• Michelle Whitney led a second discussion on the District’s annual objectives and board priorities.
Reports/Discussion
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the feedback she received during her 2017-18 Listening Tour in the District
and discussed paths forward.
• Shane Edinger provided information to the board on the costs involved with the possible implementation of live
streaming school board meetings.
• Steve Christensen led a board discussion on the application for the 2018 WSSDA Board of Distinction Award.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Overnight and Out of State Student Travel for sports during 2018-19 school
year for Chiawana High School and Pasco High School.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco
Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December
and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings
at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age,
religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog
guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.

