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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

District Dedicates Pasco Early Learning Center
It’s a project that was several
years in the making, but it’s
finally become a reality and
Pasco’s littlest learners are the
ones benefiting the most. The
Pasco Early Learning Center
opened for students last January,
and the District held the
building’s official dedication
ceremony on Nov. 8.

The event featured a keynote
message from State Senator
Maureen Walsh, and a special
Pasco School Board President Steve Christensen speaks before the official ribbon
musical performance by some of cutting at the Pasco Early Learning Center dedication ceremony on Nov. 8.
the ELC’s preschool students.
Senator Walsh has been a champion for early
learning in the state legislature for many years,
and helped to secure some of the state funding
that was used to renovate the former Pasco
Senior Center into the Early Learning Center.
“I’m really impressed by what you all have
done here,” Sen. Walsh stated. “Anything we
can do to help young children get an early start
on learning will pay big dividends for them in
the long run.”

Early Learning Center students shared a special “Thank You”
message with the crowd at the ELC’s dedication ceremony.

The 19,000 square-foot building is home to ten
classrooms that are used by the District’s
ECEAP (Early Childhood Education and
Assistance Program) and pre-school special
education classes. The ELC currently serves
nearly 200 Pasco children.
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McGee Students Collect more than 1,100 Socks in “Socktober” Drive
Students at McGee Elementary are doing their part to help out other children in our community. During the
month of October, each grade level collected new pairs of socks as part of their “Socktober” collection drive.
The event was organized by McGee’s Action Team for Partnership (ATP) and all of the socks collected were
donated to Beautiful Threads, a non-profit group that provides support for foster children.
When all the counting was done, McGee students and families collected a total of 1,181 pairs of new socks.
Great job Mustangs! #PROUDofPASCO

Students in Cari Naylor’s 5th grade class at McGee Elementary show off all the socks they’ve collected for the
school’s “Socktober” collection drive.

#BuildingtheFuture: Names Selected for New Elementary Schools
The Pasco School District Board of Directors has chosen the names for Pasco’s newest elementary schools.
The board voted at their meeting on Oct. 23 to name Elementary #16 as Three Rivers Elementary, and
Elementary #17 as Columbia River Elementary. The names were chosen because of their geographic
significance to the area.
Construction on Three Rivers Elementary, which is located at the
intersection of Road 84 and Massey Drive, continues to move forward.
Most recently, crews have
been installing the steel
beams that will become the
internal backbone of the
structure.

Three Rivers Elementary
will open to students in
August 2019.
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Clockwise from top right: McGee Elementary
students wave mini American flags during their
Veterans Day assembly; Angelou Elementary band
students perform during their Veterans Day
assembly; a Cub Scout at McGee Elementary
presents the U.S. Air Force flag during the school’s
Veterans Day assembly; Students at Robinson
Elementary sing patriotic songs during their
Veterans Day assembly; a student at Franklin STEM
Elementary presents a rose to a veteran attending
the school’s Veterans Day assembly.

Watch a Veterans Day message
from Franklin STEM Elementary
Students HERE
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Chiawana Marching Band Earns Sweepstakes Award at Festival of Bands
The Chiawana High School
marching band wrapped up
their marching band season
with their biggest honor yet.
The 97-member Riverhawks
marching band earned the
“Sweepstakes Award” at the
31st annual Puget Sound
Festival of Bands in Everett
on Oct. 27. It is the first time
Chiawana’s band has earned
a sweepstakes award at a
major competition, which is
given to the best marching
The Chiawana High School marching band celebrates after earning the “Sweepstakes
band at the competition,
Award” at the 31st annual Puget Sound Festival of Bands in Everett on Oct. 27.
regardless of classification.
about responsibility, uniqueness, acceptance of differIn addition to the sweepstakes award, the CHS
ence, finding their own voice, and leaving their mark
marching band also earned awards for Best Overall
Music, Best Overall Visual, Best Overall Colorguard, on this world,” says Chiawana High School band
and Best Overall Effect. Chiawana’s performance was director Kevin Clayton. “We couldn't be more proud
of the kids and their ability to embrace the show's
titled Just Another Brick, and featured musical
selections from Dmitri Shostakovich and Pink Floyd. message. Not only was the show's message conveyed,
it was understood and celebrated by the communities
The show also included short audio segments from
who received it!"
defining moments in American history, including
former President Ronald Reagan’s memorable speech
at the Berlin Wall in 1987.

The Pasco High School marching band also competed
at the Puget Sound Festival of Bands. The Bulldogs
marching band finished 5th overall, with the PHS
percussion section earning a 1st place award.

"Through the use of music, movement, and color,
we've been able to have discussions with students

4

Positively Pasco

NEWS

5

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Board of Directors Named 2018 Board of Distinction
The Pasco School District Board of Directors is one of levels of student and district achievement, and help
29 Washington school boards named as a 2018 Board close the opportunity gap.
of Distinction by the Washington State School DirecThe PSD Board was also named a Board of Distinctors’ Association (WSSDA).
tion in 2014 and 2017. In 2009 and 2016 they were
Board President Steve Christensen, Board Vice Presi- named the WSSDA Board of the Year.
dent Amy Phillips, and members Sherry Lancon,
Scott Lehrman and Aaron Richardson will be hon- Applicants provided two essays, one regarding the
board’s efforts to close the opportunity gap and a secored during the annual WSSDA conference in Spoond which described the application of one of the
kane this month.
WSSDA standards for school boards. These essays
The annual Boards of Distinction program honors
provided a clear relationship between the board’s use
school boards that demonstrate effective use of the
of data and how it informed decisions, and how those
Washington School Board Standards. The standards, decisions resulted in positive outcomes for studeveloped and adopted by WSSDA in 2009, promote dents. The applications were evaluated by an inderesearch-based governance practices that lead to high pendent review panel.

Saluting Students
McClintock STEM Elementary students
(from left to right) Bella Parsons,
Meila Johnson, Rio Gomez, Keira
Burney and Maya Navejar led the flag
salute at the Board of Directors meeting
on November 13. The 6th graders all
serve on the student council at the
school.
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Markham Elementary Welcomes Community at VIP Day

More than a dozen Very Important Parents and Very
Interested Patrons got up bright and early on October
30 to see Very Innovative Pasco in action at
Markham Elementary’s VIP Day. Each guest spent
the morning with a Markham student, engaging in
classroom activities and experiencing the exceptional
qualities that make Pasco Schools an exciting place
to learn.
Students served as tour guides for the guests,
showing off some of the great things that students are
learning and doing at Markham Elementary.
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PSD Highly Capable Referral Program Now Open
Pasco School District is now accepting referrals for currently
enrolled students in grades K-11 to be assessed for eligibility to
receive Highly Capable services during the 2019-2020 school
year. Highly Capable services for identified kindergarten students
will begin in March 2019.
Students who are eligible for Highly Capable services are those
who perform or show the potential for performing at significantly
advanced academic levels when compared to others of their age,
experiences or environments.
Teachers, parents, or community members may refer any student
in grades K-11 for assessment. Secondary students may selfrefer. To refer a student for assessment this winter, please
complete the Highly Capable services referral form available at
all Pasco schools or on the district website at:
www.psd1.org/Page/8117. Submit the completed, signed form to
the child’s school or to the C.L. Booth Building, Curriculum and Professional Development Office, 1215 West
Lewis Street, Pasco, WA 99301. Referral forms must be received on or before December 10, 2018 for eligibility in the 2019-2020 school year.
More information about Pasco School District’s Highly Capable services is available on our webpage:
www.psd1.org/Page/8117
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Students, Staff Members Sport Pink to Support Breast Cancer Awareness

Clockwise from top right: Three Stevens
Middle School students sport pink tutus and
pink t-shirts to support breast cancer
awareness; More Stevens Middle School
students rocking their pink gear; Chiawana
High School students sporting their “Real
Hawks Wear Pink” shirts. CHS students
raised more than $5,000 for the Tri-Cities
Cancer Center during their ‘Pink Week’
fundraisers; Several Chiawana High School
staff members ‘donated’ their hair to the
Pantene Beautiful Lengths program. Their
hair will be used for wigs for cancer patients;
Booth Building staff members sporting their
pink gear to support breast cancer awareness.
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Upcoming Events: Nov. 22- 23: Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL
Nov. 27: Board of Directors Retreat: 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 29: VIP Day - Longfellow Elementary: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Nov. 30: Trimester Break - NO SCHOOL

Dec. 11: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Board Notes 11-13-18
Study Session
• Susana Reyes updated the board on the school boundaries process.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to the District’s school psychologists in honor of School Psychology Awareness Week.

Reports
• Sarah Thornton presented the board with revisions to Board Policy 4221: Title I Parent Involvement, and Board Policy 4330: Use of District
Facilities.
• Susan Sparks updated the board on the district’s professional pipeline, recruiting efforts and the mentoring supports that are in place for staff.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Bus Lease Program; Approval of Resolution No. 963: Certification of 2019 Excess Property Taxes,
Resolution No. 964: District authorized agents for Columbia River Elementary, Stevens Middle School New-in-Lieu replacement and Middle
School #4, and Resolution No. 965: District Authorized agents for Three Rivers Elementary; Approval of 2018-19 Salary Schedules; Approval of
Long-Term Lease agreement with Clearwire; Approval of 2018-2020 Contract with International Union of Operating Engineers Local 280 representing maintenance and custodial employees; Approval of Overnight Out of State Student Travel for Chiawana High School FCCLA students to
attend Family and Career Community Leaders conference in Phoenix, AZ; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Student Board Representatives to attend the Washington State School Directors’ Association annual conference in Spokane, WA; Chiawana High School music students to
attend a chamber and jazz choir viewing in Spokane, WA.
Board Notes 10-23-18
Study Session
• Carla Lobos, Raul Sital and Alma Duran updated the board on recommendations made by the Center for Applied Linguistics regarding the
district’s bilingual program.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to the District’s school principals and assistant principals in honor of National Principals
Month.

Action Items
• The board voted to name new elementary school #16 as Three Rivers Elementary, and new elementary school #17 as Columbia River Elementary.
Reports
• Susana Reyes updated the board on the progress of the long-term facilities management planning timeline and the work of the Technical
Work Group and the Community Builders Group.
• Kelli York and Sarah Thornton updated the board with information from the Employee Services review conducted by Hanover Research in
2017-18, along with updated information about the department’s goals and initiatives.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of 2018-19 Student Athletics Handbook; Approval of Public School Employees of Washington (PSE)
salary agreement and salary schedules; Approval of Resolution No. 962: District Authorized Agents for Receipt of Claims; Approval of School
Bus Replacement Grant through WA Department of Ecology; Approval of Overnight Out of State Student Travel for: Chiawana High School and
Pasco High School DECA students to attend Western Region Leadership conference in Anaheim, CA; Chiawana High School Ski Club to attend
ski trips in Rossland, BC and Eden, UT; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School FCCLA state officers and advisory
members to attend Winter Leadership meeting in Leavenworth, WA.
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the schedule at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings
are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July). Meetings
begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age,
religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog
guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W.
Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and
www.psd1.org.

