POSITIVELY PASCO
Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools

May 31, 2019

Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
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District Breaks Ground on Columbia River Elementary & Reynolds Middle School
Construction on Pasco School District’s 4th middle
school and 17th elementary school is officially underway. The District celebrated the start of construction
at a joint groundbreaking ceremony for Columbia River Elementary and Ray Reynolds Middle School on
May 23. Columbia
River Elementary
will be the new
home for more than
700 Pasco students,
while
Reynolds
Middle School will
house more than
1,100 middle
schoolers. Both
schools are scheduled to open in time
for the 2020-21
school year.

site helped the District’s Board of Directors turn the
ceremonial first shovels of dirt.

Robin Hay is serving as the planning principal for
both Three Rivers Elementary and Columbia River
Elementary. She has
also played an instrumental role in the planning for Reynolds Middle School as well.
“What’s in a name? For
these two buildings,
there is tradition, legacy
and impact to our community,” Hay said.
“The mighty Columbia
River is a lifeblood for
industry, health and recreation in Pasco. Major
General Ray Reynolds
“Just 15 months
left behind a legacy that
from now, the doors
touched many lives. He
to Pasco’s two newwas a committed educaest schools will
tor who believed in the
open, full of staff
students of Pasco and
united around our
held them accountable
Pasco students (from left to right) Sayda Fischer, Paige Hebdon,
common purpose,
to achieve at their highKiara Hernandez, Liam Banta, Kiera Banta, Julian Martinez and est potential.”
and ready to welcome our next gen- Desmond Hill turn shovels of dirt at the joint groundbreaking cereeration of doctors, mony for Columbia River Elementary and Reynolds Middle School PSD students, employlawyers, engineers on May 23.
ees and community
and teachers,” said
members are invited to
Superintendent Michelle Whitney.
submit mascot and school colors suggestions for
Reynolds Middle School. To submit a suggestion, visAs part of the celebration, elementary-aged students
it the district’s website at www.psd1.org
who live in the neighborhoods near the construction
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Three PSD Schools Earn Recognition from State Board of Education
Congratulations to McLoughlin Middle School, Emerson
Elementary School and Franklin STEM Elementary School!
These three Pasco schools are being honored by the state for
their success in narrowing or closing gaps and helping students
make gains.
Over the past year, the State Board of Education (SBE), the
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), and the
Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability
Committee (EOGOAC) worked together to revise the Washington State school recognition system to more equitably recognize
schools. The state’s new State-Recognized School designation
aims to equitably recognize schools for student progress. This
year's winners were determined by student performance on the
state’s Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBAs) for math and
language arts from the 2017-18 school year.
McLoughlin, Emerson, and Franklin are three of just 216 schools across the state to earn this state recognition.
"Recognized schools are in the top 20% on multiple measures and are closing achievement gaps or have all
student groups achieving at a high level. Every school which earned a State Recognized School distinction this
year should be very proud of their students and their staff," says Kevin Laverty, Chair of the State Board of
Education.
The schools will be formally recognized at a ceremony in Spokane on June 6.

Chiawana, Curie Teachers Surprised with Classroom Makeovers
Congratulations to Chiawana High School financial
literacy teacher Brenda Leighty and Curie STEM
Elementary 5th grade teacher Mark Arreola who
were both surprised recently with classroom
makeovers from Kadlec Regional Medical Center
and KNDU-TV!
Ms. Leighty and Mr. Arreola will each get a $250
check from Kadlec that they can use for classroom
supplies for their students.
Congratulations to Ms. Leighty and
Mr. Arreola!
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District Celebrates 21st Team Pasco Home
Pasco School District students, employees, board
members, and the community celebrated the completion of the 2019 Team Pasco Home with a dedication
ceremony and open house at the home on May 29.
A product of the Pasco Vocational Building Program,
the Team Pasco Homes project is a joint effort involving students from Chiawana, New Horizons, and
Pasco high schools. Construction Trades students built
the home under the guidance of teacher John
Weatherby with contributions from agriculture science, floriculture, and metals and welding technology
students.

PSD construction trades teacher John Weatherby
presents a plaque to former Pasco School District
Superintendent George Murdock for his work to get the
Team Pasco Homes program started 22 years ago.

This is the 21st house built since the program began
22 years ago, which was originally called Bulldog
House. The name changed to Team Pasco Homes
when Chiawana and New Horizons students joined the
program.

Since 1999, the Pasco Vocational Buildings Program
Board has awarded $233,250 in scholarships to Pasco
students. This year, the Board awarded $14,000 in
scholarships to ten students.

For the students involved in the project, there is a tremendous sense of pride in knowing they’ve built
something that will soon become a home for a Pasco
family. “Thanks to this program, I was able to learn so
much about all the work that’s needed to build and
finish a house. It’s a beautiful home and we’re really
proud of it,” says Pasco High School senior Jesus
Olivera.

This year’s house, which is located at 4118 Vermilion
Lane in Pasco, is listed with Century 21 Tri-Cities
Realtor Vicki Monteagudo for $333,500. Visit
www.century21tri-cities.com for more information.
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PSD Board Meetings and Study Sessions Now Livestreaming
Pasco School District students, parents,
employees and community members can
now watch Pasco School District Board
of Directors study sessions and board
meetings live on their computers, laptops,
tablets, or smartphones.
PSD board meetings and study sessions
will be livestreamed on the District's
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
PascoSchools
Study sessions begin at 4:30 p.m., while
board meetings start at 6:30 p.m. Board
meeting agendas can be found on the District’s website at www.psd1.org/domain/24

Saluting Students
Captain Gray STEM Elementary students
(from left to right) Eduardo Vega,
Alfonso Palacio, Andrea Mendoza,
Maria Torres, Carla Fernanda,
Jaqueline Gonzalez, and Yuliana
Zamacona led the flag salute at the
Board of Directors meeting on May 28.

Livingston Elementary ATP Earns ‘ATP of the Year’ Award
Congratulations to Livingston Elementary’s Action Team for Partnership (ATP) for being recognized as
Pasco School District’s ATP of the Year. Livingston has made great gains in its program of school, family
and community partnerships, providing a welcoming environment with great attendance by parents and staff
members.
The traveling plaque and trophy will be on display at Livingston for the
upcoming school year to showcase the school’s strong commitment to
school, family and community partnerships. Great job Leopards!
A tremendous “thank you” to all 62 of the ATP chairs and co-chairs at
our PSD schools for their hard work and dedication to make this school
year a great success. A special thanks to parents Imelda Collop,
Maribel Gomez, Janis Holzerland, Aleta Clegg, Debbie Johnson,
Melissa Rojas, Ana Magdaleno, Josefina Mendez, Margarita Ramos,
Janice Heitschmidt, and Mariana Garcia for serving as co-chairs at their
schools.
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Chiawana Student Honored at Superintendent’s High School Art Show
It started out as just an assignment for her art class at Chiawana
High School. But now, Yesenia Moncada’s ScratchBoard work
of art titled “The Onlooker” will be on permanent display at the
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in Olympia.
Moncada was honored, along with 14 other high school artists
from around the state, for their inspiring artistic creations.
Moncada’s artwork earned the Governor’s Choice award in the
46th annual Superintendent’s High School Art Show.
Yesenia’s artwork originally earned the Judge’s Choice honor
from the ESD 123 regional art show at Columbia Basin College,
and was automatically submitted to the statewide contest. “I was
really happy when I found out I won,” Moncada says. “I didn’t
expect it because it was just an assignment I had to finish for
class, and then we
entered it into the
Chiawana HS student Yesenia Moncada (2nd
contest. It’s pretty
from left) shares her Governor’s Choice award
cool.”
with (from left to right) PSD Director of Special
Programs & Assessment Shellie Hatch,

Moncada says she
Chiawana HS art teacher Ken Merrick, and
actually started work- Chiawana HS Principal John Wallwork.
ing on this piece of
art last school year, and then finished it up in the fall. The Chiawana
senior credits art teacher Ken Merrick for encouraging her to enter
her artwork in the regional ESD 123 Art Show. “Mr. Merrick is
pretty cool. He gives us a lot of opportunities to express ourselves
through art.”
“The Onlooker” - Yesenia Moncada

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age,
religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog
guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W.
Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at www.psd1.org.
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Upcoming Events: June 6: Delta HS Graduation - Three Rivers Convention Ctr. - 7 p.m.

June 7: New Horizons HS Graduation - Gjerde Center (CBC) - 7 p.m.

June 8: Pasco HS Graduation - Edgar Brown Stadium - 10 a.m.
June 8: Chiawana HS Graduation - Edgar Brown Stadium - 6 p.m.
June 11: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
June 14: Last Day of School
Board Notes 5-14-19
Study Session
• Mark Garrett updated the board on the progress made on the District’s data dashboard.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger recognized Pasco’s teachers as part of Teacher Appreciation Week on May 6-10.

Action Items
• The board approved naming Middle School #4 as Ray Reynolds Middle School.
Reports
• Susana Reyes provided information to the board regarding the preliminary planning process for a bond measure in 2020.
• Kevin Hebdon provided the board with an overview of the recent changes to levy and LEA revenues.
• Kristen Blair updated the board on the proposed school lunch price increase to comply with state and federal standards.
Extended Study/Discussion
• Susana Reyes updated the board on the recent Employee Services retention study conducted by Hanover Research.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Resolution No. 979: Intent to construct Stevens Middle School, Resolution No. 980: Columbia River
Elementary Acceptance of School Bid and Awarded Contract, and Resolution No. 981: Intent to Construct Columbia River Elementary; Approval
of Three Rivers Elementary Construction Change Order #3; Approval of Overnight Student travel for: Chiawana High School and Pasco High
School FFA students to attend Washington FFA State Convention in Pullman, WA; Chiawana High School and McLoughlin Middle School MESA students to participate in State MESA Challenge in Redmond, WA; New Horizons High School and Pasco High School FFA students to attend
District 4 Leadership camp in Goldendale, WA; Approval of Out of State student travel for Ochoa Middle School band students to perform in
Athol, ID; Approval of Out of State Overnight student travel for: Pasco High School Dance team to participate in World of Dance competition in
Dallas, TX; Chiawana High School FCCLA students to attend the National Leadership Conference in Anaheim, CA.
Board Notes 5-28-19
Study Session
• Alma Duran updated the board on the expansion of the District’s dual language program.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger recognized Pasco’s school nurses as part of National School Nurse Day on May 8.
Action Items
• The board approved the Nutrition Services lunch price increase for the 2019-20 school year.

Reports
• Randy Nunamaker updated the board on the District’s construction projects that were included in the 2017 Bond proposal.
• Kevin Hebdon provided the board with an overview of the process the District uses to forecast enrollment.
Extended Study/Discussion
• Susana Reyes updated the board on the work to create school boundaries for Columbia River Elementary.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Monthy Budget Report; Approval of Washington Interscholastic Activities Association School Board
Resolution and School Enrollment for 2019-20 school year; Approval of construction of security foyers at Chiawana High School, McLoughlin
Middle School, Ochoa Middle School, Chess Elementary, Robinson Elementary and Angelou Elementary; Approval of Burns Road and Road 90
Improvements Construction Change Order #1; Approval of Overnight Student travel for: Chiawana High School ASB and class officer team to
attend Mt. Baker High School leadership camp and La Cima bilingual leadership camp in Randle, WA; Chiawana High School leadership team to
attend Mission Peak High School leadership camp in Chewelah, WA.
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board meetings are also broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvschedule.
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July). Meetings
begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24

