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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

District Breaks Ground on New Stevens Middle School
Construction on a new replacement for Stevens Middle School
is officially underway. The
District celebrated the start of
construction at a groundbreaking
ceremony on August 22. The new
106,000 square-foot building will
be built on land adjacent to the
current Stevens Middle School.
Students will continue to attend
classes in the current Stevens
building, and are scheduled to
move into the new Stevens in
January 2021.
“Just 17 months from now, 60
years after the opening of the
original Stevens Middle School,
the doors to the new Stevens will A group of Stevens Middle School students joined Pasco School District’s Board
of Directors to help plant a Japanese maple tree as part of the groundbreaking
open, full of staff united around
ceremony for the new Stevens Middle School on August 22.
our common purpose, and ready
to welcome our next generation
sands of lives and has helped create long-standing
of doctors, lawyers, engineers, and teachers,” says
memories that have shaped our Pasco pride. As we
Superintendent Michelle Whitney. “This groundcelebrate the construction of our new building, we will
breaking symbolizes our investment in the future of
continue to expand our Pasco pride by creating new
our schools, our community and our students.”
and lasting memories and experiences for our stuStevens Middle School principal Raquel Martinez
dents, staff and community.”
says she is proud to lead the Stevens staff as they
move from their long-time home into their new build- As part of the celebration, current Stevens students
ing. “Today we are fortunate to honor our past, as we helped to plant a Japanese maple tree in a pot, which
will be replanted on the school grounds once construccelebrate our future. Since its creation in 1961,
Stevens Middle School has positively impacted thou- tion is complete.
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Gesa Credit Union Donates $34,000 to PSD High Schools, $3,775 to Delta HS
Representatives from
Gesa Credit Union
handed out some pretty
big checks at the
Anthology Event Center
on August 15. Gesa
delivered donations of
$34,321 to Pasco School
District, and $3,775 to
Delta High School, to
help support student
programs, events and
activities at the four high
schools in Pasco.
The donations are part of Gesa's school-branded
debit card program, where the district earns money
for high school activities each time a cardholder
swipes their Gesa VISA debit card. “This program
is a way for our members to join us in making an
impact in our community,” says Gesa Credit Union
President and CEO Don Miller. “Our members
have embraced this program which is why we are
able to make these impressive contributions. Our
education programs and support for schools is at
the heart of what Gesa stands for. We are proud to
partner so closely with our schools, working together to provide valuable learning opportunities
for local students.”
Cards are available for Chiawana
High School, Delta High School,
New Horizons High School and
Pasco High School. The cobranded debit cards are free to
Gesa members with a checking
account. If you're interested in
getting a school-branded debit
card, just visit one of Gesa's
many member service centers in
the Tri-Cities.
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2019 Staff Achievement Award Winners Announced
There were lots of smiles and even some tears as the
2019 Staff Achievement Awards were announced at
the All-Staff Rally on August 26.

Heather Johnson is a drama teacher at Pasco High
School. Her colleagues say she’s a teacher who makes
connections with her students, engaging them in class
and encouraging them to try things they never thought
This year’s winners were announced by the 2018 Staff
possible.
Achievement Award winners who recorded short
video clips before the rally. They were congratulated Rebecca Oxford is a teacher at Curie STEM Elemenon stage by Superintendent Michelle Whitney, along tary. Her colleagues say she gets every student to bewith Pasco School Board members Amy Phillips and lieve that they can do anything, and that they will
succeed in school and in life.
Sherry Lancon, and student board representatives
Maksim Karazhbei, Isaac Marroquin and Edgar
Tino Riojas is a counselor at Stevens Middle School.
Quiroz.
He believes there are two fundamental principles that
drive his work.
The first is helping
others, and the
second is creating
a kind and
welcoming
environment for
all students every
day.

Here are the 2019
Staff Achievement Award
winners:

Carla Bengen is
a paraeducator at
Livingston
Elementary. She
wears a lot of
Shannon Stover
hats around
is a Spanish
school, and can
teacher at
often be found
Chiawana High
helping students
School. His
with reading and
colleagues say he
math, or supportCongratulations to the 2019 Staff Achievement Award winners. Front doesn’t just teach
ing teachers in
row (left to right): Tino Riojas, Maria Garcia, Rebecca Oxford, Toni out of a textbook.
their classroom.
Buechler. Back row (left to right): Carla Bengen, Shannon Stover,
Instead, he
She also wears a
Heather Johnson, Jaime Tuck.
engages his
vest a lot as a
students to practice the language while he observes
playground and crosswalk monitor.
them using it with their peers.
Toni Buechler is a math teacher and instructional
coach at New Horizons High School. Her colleagues Jaime Tuck is a library clerk and paraeducator at
Twain Elementary. Colleagues say she is an endless
say she comes to school each day with one goal in
source of kindness who truly understands the unselfish
mind, “How will I make a difference today?”
nature of service to others. She is a true reflection of
Maria Garcia is a paraeducator at Curie STEM
Twain Elementary’s mission that “All students will
Elementary. She is often described as a problem
succeed… No Exceptions.”
solver who will work diligently to produce a solution
whenever a challenge is presented. She is a self-starter
who will always go the extra mile when it comes to
kids.
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PEAK! Partners Honored with PEAK! Awards
Pasco School District honored three of the district’s
PEAK! (Partners in Educating All Kids) Partners with a
PEAK! award during the All-Staff Rally on Aug. 26 in
the Pasco High School Auditorium.
The Unique PEAK! award for unique and outstanding
programming was presented to Advanced Pediatric
Dentistry & Orthodontics which partners with McGee
Elementary. McGee students held a paper recycling
challenge during Earth Week and collected more than
30 paper boxes full of recycled paper, the rough equivAdvanced Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics received
alent of one tree. Advanced Pediatric Dentistry helped the 2019 Unique PEAK! Award.
them celebrate by purchasing and then helping the
school plant a new tree on campus on Arbor Day.
The District Choice award was presented to STCU
which partners with McClintock STEM Elementary.
STCU has sponsored McClintock’s S.O.A.R. assemblies providing McClintock owls and STCU beanies for
students. They’ve also been involved with financial education classes for students.
The PEAK! of the Year award was presented to
Coordinated Care which partners with Emerson
STCU received the 2019 District Choice PEAK! Award.
Elementary and McLoughlin Middle School. They
participated in several Emerson events like Donuts with Dads and kinder round-up nights. They also provided
basketballs and volleyballs to keep students active during recess at McLoughlin.
Thank you to all of our PEAK! partners for your dedication and commitment to Pasco students.

Share Your Feedback on Possible Middle School Boundary Changes
Construction is currently underway for Pasco's new, fourth middle
school. Ray Reynolds Middle School will be open for students starting
in the 2020-21 school year, which means that school boundaries will
need to be adjusted for Pasco's middle schools. With the transition of
6th grade to middle school next year, adjustments to the school boundaries for central Pasco and east Pasco elementary schools will also be
made. The District's Boundary Committee has developed three possible
draft boundary scenarios. You can review the draft boundary scenarios
and share your feedback on the district’s website: www.psd1.org/
domain/1511
Information about the draft boundary scenarios will also be shared during the Open Houses scheduled at McLoughlin Middle School, Ochoa Middle School, and Stevens Middle
School on Sept. 16 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. Additional informational meetings will be held at dates, times and
locations to be determined.
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Pasco High Chamber Choir Fundraiser Set for Sept. 21
Pasco High School’s Chamber Choir has been invited to participate in the prestigious Music For All National
Choral Festival in Indianapolis, IN next spring. The PHS choir is one of just 11 choral ensembles from around
the country that have been invited to participate in the festival. They’re holding a fundraising garage sale on
Sept. 21 to help pay for their trip. You’ll find more details below:
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PSD Board Meetings and Study Sessions Now Livestreaming
Pasco School District students, parents,
employees and community members can
now watch Pasco School District Board
of Directors study sessions and board
meetings live on their computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones.
PSD board meetings and study sessions
will be livestreamed on the District's
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
PascoSchools
Study sessions begin at 4:30 p.m., while
board meetings start at 6:30 p.m. Board
meeting agendas can be found on the District’s website at www.psd1.org/domain/24

Reminder from Pasco Police: Slow Down in School Zones
With school back in session, Pasco Police want
to remind everyone who drives around our
schools that they are patrolling in school zones,
and they WILL be writing tickets for drivers
who are caught driving faster than the 20 miles
per hour speed limit.
“We just want to remind everybody: parents,
teachers, staff members, and everyone else, that
we will be writing tickets in school zones,” says
Sgt. Scott Warren with Pasco Police. “There are
18,000 students in Pasco’s schools, and we want
to make sure they all get to school safely.”
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Have You Downloaded the PSD App Yet? What Are You Waiting For?
The latest news and information about Pasco schools
is available on smartphones and mobile devices
through the district's mobile app. Pasco School
District has partnered with Blackboard to expand its
communications outreach with a mobile app that is
available now in the online iTunes® and Google
Play® app stores for free.

to receive push notifications to get breaking news and
updates about school closures, calendar changes, and
other announcements.

The mobile app offers a constantly updated feed of
district news and events with photos and links to the
district’s website. The app can also be customized by
the user by selecting the schools they are most interested in for news and updates. Users can also choose

You can download the new app in three easy steps:

Parents are also able to track information on their students including grades and attendance, school lunch
balances and menus, and bus information.

•

On your smartphone, go to the iTunes App Store®
or Google Play®

•

Search Pasco School District

•

Then select our Pasco School District app for free
download

“Our mobile app is a great way to communicate with
our community,” says Superintendent Michelle
Whitney. “By using the PSD app, parents and community members can stay connected with our schools
and with the activities our students are engaged in
every day.”

Bus Drivers Needed!
The Pasco School District is hiring bus
drivers to work 20-35 hours per week.
The District will train qualified candidates. Requirements include:
•

High school diploma or GED

•

Valid WA driver’s license and five
years driving experience

•

Clean driving record

•

Able to pass exhaustive background check

•

Must be able to work flexible hours

•

Must enjoy working with students of all ages

•

Physically and mentally able to perform daily routines and inspections

Our students need a ride to school, so if you know someone who might be interested please share this information with them!
8

Upcoming Events:

Sept. 9-13: National Arts in Education Week - 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 10: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 14: Fiery Foods Festival - Downtown Pasco
Sept. 15-Oct. 15: Hispanic Heritage Month
Sept. 24: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Board Notes 8-13-19
Study Session
• Kevin Hebdon updated the board on the District’s budget for 2019-20 school year.
Action Items
• The board approved the school boundaries recommendation for Columbia River Elementary.
Reports
• Kevin Hebdon updated the board on the District’s budget for the 2019-20 school year.
• Sarah Thornton updated the board on the District’s update to the Capital Facilities plan. She also provided a first
reading to the revision of Policy 9223: School Impact Fees.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Three Rivers Elementary construction change order #5; Reynolds Middle School construction change order #1; Minimum Basic Education Requirement Compliance report for the 2019-20 school year.
Board Notes 8-27-19
Study Session
• Shellie Hatch updated the board on the District’s 3-5 year plan for the AVID program.
Action Items
• The board approved Resolution No. 984: 2019-20 Budget Adoption, after conducting a public hearing.
• The board approved a revision to the Capital Facilities Plan.
• The board approved a revision to Policy 9223: School Facilities - School Impact Fees
Reports
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the growth monitoring framework for the District’s Outrageous Outcomes.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Monthly Budget Report; Declaration of surplus district property; Approval of overnight
and out of state student travel for Chiawana High School and Pasco High School athletic events during the 2019-20
school year; Approval of revision to: Policy 3200: Student Rights and Responsibilities, Policy 3300: Student Discipline,
and Policy 3115: Homeless Students-Enrollment Rights and Services; Approval of conditional certificates; Approval of
Reynolds Middle School construction change order #2.
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board
meetings are also broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can
view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, the only exceptions being December and July.
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30
p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age,
religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog
guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at www.psd1.org.

