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Chiawana Students visit Hanford Training Facility, Meet U.S. Energy Secretary
It’s a day that more than 20 Chiawana High School students
will probably never forget. Thanks to a STEM Like Me! schoolbased internship pilot program created in partnership with
CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation Company, the students were
invited to visit Hanford’s 324 Mockup training facility on
October 1.
Hanford workers use the training facility to practice the use of
remote-controlled equipment to remove highly-contaminated
underground waste. After their training is completed, workers
will use the equipment to remove cells of radioactive waste that
are located under a former engineering laboratory that sits just
300 yards from the Columbia River.
During their visit to the mockup site, students learned about the
protective clothing that Hanford workers are required to wear,
and actually got a chance to put on the protective suits. Workers
also showed the students how to use survey instruments, and
demonstrated how difficult it can be to use manipulators and
other remote-controlled tools and equipment. They also gave
the students a chance to try it out themselves. Students also got
a chance to meet U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry and
Congressman Dan Newhouse who were also touring the 324
training facility.

“This effort to engage students is a key priority for the Department of Energy and for CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation
Company,” says Ty Blackford, CHPRC’s President and CEO.
“We’re working to ensure we can grow and attract future
workers to continue our important cleanup mission.”
The Washington State STEM Education Foundation helped
facilitate the internship pilot program, and they’re looking for
more businesses to help them expand the program in the future.

Above: U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry looks
over the shoulder of a Chiawana HS student as
they operate a piece of remote-controlled
equipment at Hanford’s 324 Mockup training
facility.
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PSD Earns 13th Consecutive Partnership District Award
For the 13th year in a
row, the Pasco School
District’s School and
Family Partnerships
program has earned a
Partnership District
Award from the National
Network of Partnership
Schools (NNPS) at Johns
Hopkins University for
The Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) from five Pasco Schools were recognized at the
2019.
Board of Directors meeting on September 24.

Once again, a Districtlevel program will also be featured in the NNPS
national publication Promising Partnership Practices
2019. “ATP in the Mirror” was developed to help
ATP chairs identify strengths, areas of improvement,
and ideas to solve emerging challenges within their
programs. These reflections help ATP teams write
better one-year action plans for the next school year.

In fact, a total of five Pasco schools will also be
featured in the Promising Partnership Practices
national publication for their outstanding Action Team
for Partnerships programs. This year, the ATP
programs from Chess, Emerson, Livingston, and
McGee elementary schools will be featured, along
with the ATP program from New Horizons High
School.

In addition to the District award, Chess Elementary
earned a 2019 Partnership School Award from NNPS.
Chess’ ATP was commended for their annual
“Science and Arts Showcase” which highlighted many
of the science and arts projects that students had been
working on during the school year.

Pasco schools and the district have been represented in
every edition of the Promising Partnership Practices
publication since 2006, and more than 100 excellent
Pasco activities have been shared nationally by NNPS.
To learn more about Pasco’s School and Family
Partnerships program, visit the Action Team for
Partnership page under the “Students &Families” tab
on the district website, www.psd1.org.

“This is Chess Elementary’s 2nd NNPS Partnership
School Award,” says Dr. Joyce Epstein, the founder of
the national program. “Your school has shown a
strong commitment to continuously improving your
program of family and community engagement.”

Saluting Students
Frost Elementary students (from left to
right) Pricila Martinez, Izzie Liudahl,
Stephanie Lopez, Yuritzi Mendoza,
Kitana Sparks, Vanessa Ramirez,
Leslie Sanchez, and Kendra Muniz led
the flag salute at the Board of Directors
meeting on Sept. 24. The students were
members of Frost’s after-school soccer
team which took 1st place at the alldistrict tournament last spring.
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Seahawks’ Blitz Visits Captain Gray & Stevens to Promote Healthy Habits
He usually hangs out at
CenturyLink Field, but on Oct. 1,
the Seahawks’ mascot “Blitz”
made the trek from the Emerald
City to the Tri-Cities to visit a pair
of Pasco schools.
Blitz started his day at Captain
Gray STEM Elementary, where he
enjoyed breakfast with about 500
Captain Gray students and
parents. Blitz was there to help the
Washington Dairy Council
celebrate with Chelan Fresh, who
just donated portable breakfast/
salad bar carts to six Pasco
schools, including Captain Gray.
The carts will be used to help
provide students easy access to
nutritious foods during breakfast
and lunch.
The Sharks were awesome hosts,
and Blitz posed for dozens of photos with students and families before school
started for the day.
Shortly after that, Blitz zipped over to Stevens Middle School, where he
visited a P.E. class to promote healthy activity as part of the NFL’s “Fuel Up to Play 60” nutrition and
wellness campaign. Blitz also posed for a few pictures with staff members before heading back to Seattle.
A big “thank you” to the Seahawks, Chelan Fresh, and the Washington Dairy Council for providing this
opportunity and supporting our students.
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Ochoa MS Staff Celebrate Students with ‘Positive Sign Thursdays’
Since the first week of school, Ochoa
Middle School has been celebrating
“Positive Sign Thursdays.” School faculty
members hold up positive signs and greet
students and staff with positive messages
when they arrive every Thursday morning.
Great job Rockets!
#PROUDofPASCO

Have You Downloaded the PSD App Yet? What Are You Waiting For?
The latest news and information about Pasco schools is available on smartphones and mobile devices through
the district's mobile app. Pasco School District has partnered with Blackboard to expand its communications
outreach with a mobile app that is available now in the online iTunes® and Google Play® app stores for free.
The mobile app offers a constantly updated feed of district news and events with photos and links to the
district’s website. The app can also be customized by the user by selecting the schools they are most
interested in for news and updates. Users can also choose to receive push notifications to get breaking news
and updates about school closures, calendar changes, and other announcements.
Parents are also able to track information on their students including grades and attendance, school lunch
balances and menus, and bus information.
You can download the new app in three easy steps:
•

On your smartphone, go to the iTunes App Store® or
Google Play®

•

Search Pasco School District

•

Then select our Pasco School District app for free download
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Upcoming Events:

Oct. 10: VIP Day: Whittier Elementary - 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Oct. 11: NO SCHOOL - Professional Day

Oct. 21-25: National School Bus Safety Week
Oct. 22: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 31: Halloween
Board Notes 9-10-19
Study Session
• Susana Reyes updated the board on the work underway with the Comprehensive High School #3 Planning Task Force.
Reports
• Jenny Rodriquez provided information to the board about the number of students enrolled for the 2019-20 school year.
• Michelle Whitney provided the board a data highlight for the Outrageous Outcomes and the Growth Monitoring Framework.
Extended Study
• Steve Christensen led a discussion on prioritizing the WSSDA’s Legislative Positions.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of 403(b) plan document update and Roth 403(b) additional option; Approval of lease for
warehouse space at 3408 Swallow Avenue; Approval of Schools Security Upgrade Phase 3 Change Order #1; Approval of conditional certificates.
Board Notes 9-24-19
Study Session
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the implementation of the Long Term Facilities Management Plan, and the schedule
timeline for an upcoming bond.

Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger recognized the District’s Action Teams for Partnerships for receiving the National Network of Partnership
Schools Partner District award for the 13th consecutive year.
Action Items
• The board held a public hearing and then approved the sale of District-owned property located near Three Rivers Elementary.
Reports
• Sarah Thornton updated the board on proposed policy revisions for Policy 3416: Medication at School, Policy 7200: Revenues
from Local, State, and Federal sources, and Policy 8301: Employee Safety.
• Susana Reyes updated the board on boundary options for the District’s middle schools, and with central and east Pasco elementary schools.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Monthly Budget Report; Approval of out of endorsement teaching assignments; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Stevens Middle School and McLoughlin Middle School students to attend Natural Helpers camp in Rimrock, WA; Approval of Out of State and Overnight student travel for McLoughlin Middle School FCCLA students to attend Capital
Leadership event in Washington, D.C.
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board meetings are
also broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the schedule at:
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, the only exceptions being December and July. Meetings
begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age,
religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog
guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at www.psd1.org.

