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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation.

Twain’s Minerva Espinoza Named 2020 Crystal Apple Award Winner
Twain Elementary dual language kindergarten teacher
Minerva Espinoza was treated to flowers and quite a
surprise on the morning of Jan. 24. Superintendent Michelle
Whitney stopped by Espinoza’s classroom to announce that
Minerva will be honored on March 12 as a 2020 Crystal
Apple Award for Excellence in Education winner.
Espinoza has been a part of the Pasco School District for 20
years, spending the last several years as a member of the
Twain Elementary staff. Before that, she was a bilingual
kindergarten teacher at Markham Elementary.
Espinoza has touched the lives of hundreds of children over
her two decades in Pasco Schools. In her nomination letter, Superintendent Michelle Whitney visited the
Twain Elementary Principal Barbara Pierce shared this
classroom of Twain Elementary dual language
praise: “Do you remember your kindergarten teacher? I do. kindergarten teacher Minerva Espinoza on Jan. 24
to let her know that she is the 2020 Crystal Apple
And I know that the students of Minerva Espinoza will
remember her as well. While all kindergarten teachers have award recipient for Pasco School District.
that magic fairy dust, Minerva’s is something special. She
knows exactly where each of her students stands in their learning in both English and Spanish. She creates fun
and engaging lessons that inspire students to be passionate readers, fluent writers and thoughtful mathematicians.”
Espinoza is one of nine outstanding teachers from
nine local school districts who will be recognized at
an awards ceremony on March 12 at 4:30 p.m. at the
ESD 123 Professional Development Center on Court
Street. Since the program began in 1999, 235 outstanding teachers have been recognized. Crystal
Apple award winners receive a $1,000 check, a
beautiful glass crystal apple and several gift
certificates from local businesses.
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Winter Weather Advisory: What You Need to Know About Ice & Snow
The winter season is here and bad winter weather
could delay or cancel our school day. We will only
alter the regular school schedule when it is necessary
to ensure the health and safety of students and staff.
We also consider how subfreezing temperatures will
affect students walking or waiting for buses and
whether snow, ice, or freezing fog will be an issue for
motorists.
Many factors are taken into careful consideration
when making the decision. District Transportation officials are in close contact with the City of Pasco and
Franklin County road crews to get updates on road
conditions and snow removal progress. We also monitor National Weather Service forecasts to determine if
conditions are expected to improve or worsen
throughout the day.

Every effort is made to announce closures or delays
by 5:30 a.m. If conditions change after the decision is
made to delay school, it is possible that the district
may cancel school. We will try to make a final decision by 7:30 a.m., or shortly thereafter. If a change is
made, an updated alert will be sent out as soon as possible.

If there is no mention on the district website of deHere is a look at the District’s process on a bad weath- lays or closures, schools are running on time.
er day:
Road conditions in the district can vary depending on
• At 3 a.m., District officials drive bus routes which
where you live. The District supports a parent’s or
include city streets, highways, and rural roads.
guardian’s decision to pick their child up early or to
They also contact City and County road crews at
not send their child to school. Absences will be conthis time.
sidered excused via the regular protocols.
• At 4:30 a.m., Superintendent Michelle Whitney is
The District's transportation department has also imbriefed by District officials with the latest inforplemented the use of snow routes, when necessary, for
mation on road conditions, weather forecasts and buses that transport students who live north of Clark
traffic conditions. She also consults with neighbor- Road, and in the block areas, to ensure the safety of
ing school district superintendents.
those students as they are transported to and from
•

By 5 a.m. a decision is made to proceed as usual
or to delay or cancel school.

If there is a cancellation or delay, you can find that
information in the following places:
•

District website - Check www.psd1.org

•

PSD smartphone app

•
•
•

school. A list of the modified snow routes can be
found HERE.
If the snow routes are in effect, the district will include the phrase "buses on snow routes" in any notification, text message, email, social media message or
media alert about a school delay.

If school is closed, all out-of-district transportation,
PSD Facebook and Twitter
meetings, field trips, after-school activities, practices,
Text message and email notifications - To register, and games will be canceled for the day unless otherwise announced. All evening meetings and events
click here.
scheduled to take place in district facilities will also be
Media - Watch and listen to local TV and radio
canceled.
stations
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PSD School Resource Officers Honored at Board Meeting
There’s a common misconception that the sole
responsibility of a school resource officer, or SRO, is
to provide an armed security presence in our schools.
While that is an important aspect, it really just
scratches the surface when it comes to how important
the SRO’s are to our schools. In an effort to honor
their contributions to our schools and our community,
Pasco’s five school resource officers were recognized
during the Board of Directors meeting on Jan. 14,
along with several other members of the Pasco Police
Department.

enforcement and our community’s youth. The
relationships that these officers develop with our
students are essential to fostering a community-based
policing approach. These relationships also play a
vital role in the prevention of school violence, and
many times, these officers find themselves serving as
mentors and informal counselors for these students.
On behalf of all our students, teachers, and staff
members, we want to thank the Pasco Police
Department for your commitment to our students,
and the Pasco community.

Many in the law enforcement community view the
school resource officer as a bridge between law

From left to right: Pasco Police Chief Ken Roske, Sgt. Rigo Pruneda, Officer Curtis King, Officer Carlos Santiago,
Officer Ismael Cano, Officer Sam Baker, Officer Trevor Sweeney, Officer Bob Harris and Sgt. Scott Warren were
recognized at the Board of Directors meeting on Jan. 14.

Saluting Students
McGee Elementary students Riley Wheatley,
Emmett Hill, Gavin Rosales, Ethan Rosales,
Daniel Postivoi, and Tristan Houdek led the
flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting on
January 14. The students are all members of
McGee’s Chess Club, and they have all
qualified for the state chess tournament in
Tacoma.
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Tri-City Americans Visit Deaf Family Night at Chess Elementary
Some very special guests dropped by Chess Elementary on Jan. 21 to visit
with students and families during the monthly Deaf Education Family Night
event. Six members of the Tri-City Americans hockey team were the featured
guests, and they enjoyed a delicious dinner with the students and parents, and
then participated in several activities.
It was a very exciting night for 5th grader Isabella Perez who is a big hockey
fan and has attended several Americans games with her family. She even tried
to teach some of the players how to spell out their names in sign language.
“All the kids really enjoyed meeting the hockey players,” Perez says. “It was
special because the deaf kids don’t often get to interact with them because the
players don’t know sign
language. So, I was trying
to teach the players how to
sign so they could comAbove: Chess Elementary 5th
municate with us.”

grader Isabella Perez teaches

Another highlight of the
some sign language to Tri-City
Americans forward Landon
night came when the
players gave each student a Roberts.
teddy bear to take home with them. The stuffed animals
were collected during the team’s annual “Teddy Bear Toss”
night in December.

PNNL/Battelle & Salvation Army Deliver Vanload of Coats for Kids
The generosity of our community continues to amaze! Representatives from Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory (Battelle) and the Salvation Army dropped off a vanload full of bags filled with warm coats at
PSD’s Parent Education Center on Jan. 16. The coats were collected through KNDU-TV's “Coats for Kids”
drive in December and will help more than 250 students at 15 Pasco schools stay warm this winter!

A big “thank you” to PNNL, Battelle, Salvation Army, and KNDU-TV for this generous donation, and for
your dedicated support for Pasco students.
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Steve Christensen Honored for Service as School Board President
Pasco School Board member Steve Christensen
was honored for his years of service as board
president during the Board of Directors meeting
on Jan. 14.
Christensen served as President of the Board of
Directors for two years from 2017-2019. During
that time, the Pasco School Board was honored
twice as a “Board of Distinction” by the
Washington State School Directors Association.
During Steve’s tenure, Pasco’s school board has
guided the District through some budgetary
challenges as the state’s funding formula for
schools continues to evolve after the McCleary
decision. They’ve also led the District’s efforts to
develop a Long-Term Facilities Management
Plan, and the work to reconfigure the District’s
elementary and middle school boundaries to
accommodate the construction of two new
elementary schools, a new middle school, and the
transition of sixth grade students back to our
middle schools, starting next fall.
Thank you Steve for your commitment and
dedication to our students, families and
employees.

7

Positively Pasco

NEWS

‘Shop with a Cop’ Event Helps Pasco Students Fulfill Holiday Wishes
Christmas came a little early for more
than 20 Pasco School District students
this year. On December 15th, 21 students
and their families were invited to the
Pasco Walmart, where they were paired
up with a local law enforcement officer
and given a $140 gift card to spend on
holiday gifts.
Dozens of officers from Pasco Police,
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, and
West Richland Police all volunteered their time to help the students with their shopping lists. Members of the
Pasco Police Explorers program were also on hand to assist as ‘Santa’s Helpers’ when needed.
A big “thank you” to all of the law enforcement personnel who participated in this event and shared their
generosity with our students.

Delta High School Teacher Surprised with Classroom Makeover
Congratulations to Delta High School math teacher Cathie Tate who was surprised recently with a classroom
makeover from Kadlec Regional Medical Center and KNDU-TV! Mrs. Tate will get a $250 check from
Kadlec that she can use for classroom supplies for her students. Congratulations to Mrs. Tate!
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Upcoming Events:

Feb. 1-29: African-American History Month
Feb. 1-29: National Career & Technical Education (CTE) Month
Feb. 3-7: National School Counseling Week
Feb. 6: VIP Day - Chess Elementary: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Feb. 17: President’s Day - NO SCHOOL
Board Notes 1-28-20

Study Session
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the implementation of the Long Term Facilities Management Plan, and the schedule timeline for an
upcoming bond.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to board members Jesse Campos, Steve Christensen, Sherry Lancon, Scott Lehrman and Amy
Phillips to celebrate School Board Recognition month.
Action Items
• The board approved the preparation of a bond resolution for a November 2020 bond election with a total cost of $100,100,000.
• The board approved option 2 as the reframe of Goal #5 and the District Strategic Improvement Plan components.
Reports
• Sarah Thornton updated the board on the revisions that need to be made to Policy 3210: Nondiscrimination, after the state legislature approved
SB 5689 last year.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of legislative priorities; Approval of conditional certificates; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for:
Chiawana High School and Pasco High School chamber orchestras to participate in the Orchestra Festivals at Central Washington University in
Ellensburg, WA and Western Washington University in Bellingham, WA; Pasco High School DECA students to attend State Career Development
conference in Bellevue, WA; 2019-20 Student Board Representatives to attend the WASA/WSBO Legislative Conference and Day on the Hill in
Olympia, WA.
Board Notes 1-14-20

Study Session
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the District’s Strategic Improvement Plan refresh. Erich Bolz updated the board on the State of the
Schools reviews.
Special Recognition
• Shane Edinger recognized the District’s School Resource Officers in honor of National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day on Jan. 9. Board
member Steve Christensen was also recognized for his years of service to the school district as President of the Board of Directors.
Reports
• Kevin Hebdon provided the board with a final financial report for the 2018-19 school year.
• Sarah Thornton led a discussion on the board’s legislative priorities for the 2020 legislative session.
Extended Study/Discussion
• Michelle Whitney provided the board with an update on the Long-Term Facilities Management plan implementation for the proposed bond
that, if approved by the board, would be on the ballot in November 2020.

Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of conditional certificates; Approval of Stevens Middle School replacement construction change order #1;
Approval of Columbia River Elementary construction change order #2; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: New Horizons High School
FFA students to attend FFA Legislative Day in Lacey, WA; Chiawana High School Speech and Debate team to attend Ferris High School Speech
and Debate Competition and University High School Speech and Debate competition in Spokane, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student
Travel for: Chiawana High School DECA students to attend Sports Business Night in Portland, OR; Pasco High School Choir to attend All National Music Festival in Indianapolis, IN; Approval of Out of Country Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School International Club to visit
Tokyo, Japan.
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board meetings are also broadcast
on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvschedule
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, the only exceptions being December and July. Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.
Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog guide or service animal. Pasco School
District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700,
sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies
are available at www.psd1.org.

