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School Board Welcomes 2020-21 Student Board Representatives
The Pasco School District Board of
Directors welcomes 2020-21 School
Board Student Representatives Brisa
Hernandez, Crista Martinez, and
Nachelle Linn.
Brisa Hernandez is a senior at
Chiawana High School. She grew up
in Pasco and attended Angelou and
Livingston elementary schools and
McLoughlin Middle School.
At Chiawana, Hernandez has been
involved with FCCLA and DECA.
She’s also a cheerleader and competes on the track team. She’s also a
member of the National Association
of Parliamentarians, and she just
finished serving as the National Vice
President of Development on
FCCLA’s National Executive
Council.

Brisa Hernandez

Crista Martinez

kid who attended Emerson and
Twain elementary schools and
McLoughlin Middle School. She has
three older siblings who all graduated from Pasco High.

Crista is the ASB President at PHS,
and she’s also the President of Pasco
High’s DECA Club. She’s also involved in Key Club, National Honor
Society and Natural Helpers, and
Brisa says she’s excited to serve as a competes on the softball and volleystudent board representative. “I like ball teams.
being a voice for other people,”
Hernandez says. “I love talking with Crista says she’s excited to represent
people about the things they want to her fellow students. “I really enjoy
being involved with my school,”
change for the better.”
Martinez says. “This is a perfect way
Brisa has plans to double major in
for me to make sure that my fellow
education and political science, and students’ voices are heard as well.”
she’s considering several colleges on
After graduation, Crista wants to
the east coast.
study criminal justice and/or forenCrista Martinez is a senior at Pasco sics but she hasn’t decided on where
High School. She is a life-long Pasco she plans to go to college yet.
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Nachelle Linn

Nachelle Linn is a senior at Delta
High School. She is also a lifelong
Pasco kid who attended Angelou
Elementary and McLoughlin Middle
School. Nachelle has two older
siblings who graduated from
Chiawana High School.
Nachelle was part of the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council during her junior year and applied to be
a student board representative because she wanted to do more. “I want
to be a voice for Delta students,”
Linn says. “I want to make sure that
Delta’s students are represented.
Nachelle is a member of the “We
Are Delta” club and she also participated in Delta’s student senate. She
plans to attends Columbia Basin
College and either Central Washington University or Brigham Young
University to study civil or
mechanical engineering.

School Board Named Board of Distinction - Pg. 2
PSD Recognized by Regional Chamber - Pg. 3
Upcoming Events/Board Meeting Notes - Pg. 5
1

Positively Pasco

NEWS

Pasco Board of Directors Named 2020 Board of Distinction
The Pasco School District Board of Directors is
one of 25 Washington school boards named a
2020 Board of Distinction by the Washington
State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA).
This is the fifth consecutive year that Pasco’s
school board has earned the Board of Distinction
recognition.

Board President Amy Phillips, Board Vice
President Sherry Lancon, and members Jesse
Campos, Steve Christensen, and Scott
Lehrman were honored last week during the
annual WSSDA conference which was held
virtually this year.
The annual Boards of Distinction program is designed to encourage school boards to examine their practices
as governing bodies and how their actions and decisions impact the success of students. School boards
recognized as a Board of Distinction have reviewed their decision-making and shown how that is tied to
positive student success.

Boards are also asked to demonstrate their actions and results in efforts to close opportunity gaps. To be
selected as a Board of Distinction requires that a board show a clear link between their leadership and closing
gaps that impact student success. The applications are evaluated by an independent review panel.
The PSD School Board was also named a Board of Distinction in 2009, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019.
In 2009 and 2016 they were named a WSSDA School Board of the Year.

Share Your Thoughts in Pasco Discovery Coalition’s Annual Survey
The Pasco Discovery Coalition needs your help as they
work to create and sustain a healthy and safe
community.
Their annual Community Survey is now open and they
want to get your feedback on youth substance use in our
community. The survey is completely anonymous and
only takes a few minutes.
To complete the survey in English, click HERE.
To complete the survey in Spanish, click HERE.
The Pasco Discovery Coalition uses the results from the
surveys to better understand the community’s thoughts
and feelings in order to better serve the youth in our community.
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PSD’s Steve Story Honored by Maintenance & Operations Administrators
Congratulations to Pasco School District’s Executive Director of Maintenance
and Operations Steve Story! He was honored recently by the Washington
Association of Maintenance and Operations Administrators (WAMOA).
Story was presented with WAMOA’s Founder’s Award during their annual
conference, which was held virtually earlier this fall. Steve has been a leader in
the field and contributed to the work and mission of WAMOA in a number of
different ways, including representing the profession at the regional level,
providing leadership by way of legislative advocacy, and serving terms as
president and vice-president of the organization. Congratulations to Steve for
this well-deserved recognition!
#PROUDofPASCO

PSD Named Champion of Diversity by Tri-Cities Regional Chamber
Thank you to the Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce for recognizing the Pasco School District with the Chamber’s 2020 Tri-Cities
Champion of Diversity Award for an organization. Pasco School District
was presented the award in recognition of outstanding achievements and
commitment to the pursuit of diversity and inclusion in the community
and workplace. The award was announced as part of the Tri-City
Regional Chamber of Commerce’s annual Tri-Cities Diversity Summit in
October.

Molina Healthcare Provides Thanksgiving Meals for Robinson Families
A big "thank you" to PSD PEAK! Partner Molina Healthcare! They donated $5,000 to provide Thanksgiving
meals for 277 Robinson Elementary families. Staff put the meal kits together on Monday morning and they
were distributed to Robinson Elementary families later that afternoon. Each bag included a turkey, potatoes,
gravy, canned vegetables, and rolls.
Thank you Molina Healthcare for your generous donation and for your continued support of our students and
families!
#PROUDofPASCO
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Winter Weather Advisory: What You Need to Know About Ice & Snow
The winter season is on its way and bad winter weather could impact our school day. Currently, the District
is transitioning to our Blended Learning model, where
some students are attending classes in-person while
other students are engaging in at-home learning.
At this time, the District will follow the same protocols and procedures for inclement weather that we
normally would. If it is necessary to cancel a school
day, there will be no classes for students that day, either online or in-person.

•

We will only alter the regular school schedule when it
is necessary to ensure the health and safety of our stu- •
dents and staff. We also consider how subfreezing
•
temperatures will affect students walking or waiting
•
for buses and whether snow, ice, or freezing fog will
be an issue for motorists.
•

Many factors are taken into careful consideration
when making the decision. District Transportation officials are in close contact with the City of Pasco and
Franklin County road crews to get updates on road
conditions and snow removal progress. We also monitor National Weather Service forecasts to determine if
conditions are expected to improve or worsen
throughout the day.

District website - Check www.psd1.org
PSD smartphone app
PSD Facebook and Twitter
Text message and email notifications - To register,
click here.
Media - Watch and listen to local TV and radio
stations

Every effort is made to announce closures or delays
by 5:30 a.m. If conditions change after the decision is
made to delay school, it is possible that the district
may cancel school. We will try to make a final decision by 7:30 a.m., or shortly thereafter. If a change is
made, an updated alert will be sent out as soon as possible.

Here is a look at the District’s process on a bad weath- If there is no mention on the district website of deer day:
lays or closures, schools are running on time.
•

•

•

At 3 a.m., District officials drive bus routes which
include city streets, highways, and rural roads.
They also contact City and County road crews at
this time.

Road conditions in the district can vary depending on
where you live. The District supports a parent’s or
guardian’s decision to pick their child up early or to
not send their child to school. Absences will be conAt 4:30 a.m., Superintendent Michelle Whitney is sidered excused via the regular protocols.
briefed by District officials with the latest inforIf school is closed, all out-of-district transportation,
mation on road conditions, weather forecasts and meetings, field trips, after-school activities, practices,
traffic conditions. She also consults with neighbor- and games will be canceled for the day unless othering school district superintendents.
wise announced. All evening meetings and events
scheduled to take place in district facilities will also be
By 5 a.m. a decision is made to proceed as usual
canceled.
or to delay or cancel school.

If there is a cancellation or delay, you can find that
information in the following places:
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Upcoming Events:

November 26-27: Thanksgiving Break
December 1: Trimester Break - NO SCHOOL

December 8: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
December 21-January 1: Winter Break
January 1-31: School Board Recognition Month
January 12: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
January 18: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL
Board Notes 11-10-20
Reports
• Michelle Whitney provided an update to the board on the District’s progress in returning elementary students to inperson instruction as part of the District’s Blended Learning model.
• Kevin Hebdon provided an update to the board on the District’s operating budget for the 2020-21 school year.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Resolution No. 993: Certification of 2021 Excess Property Taxes; Approval
of Carl Perkins Grant application and assurances statement for the 2020-21 school year; Career and Technical Education
and five-year plan approval for 2020-21 school year; Columbia River Elementary School Construction Change Order No.
6.
Board Notes 10-27-20
Reports
• Michelle Whitney provided an update to the board on the District’s plans to implement the Blended Learning model
and begin in-person instruction for elementary students.
Action Items
• The Board approved start dates for the Blended Learning model for elementary students: Pre-K-2nd grade students
on November 9 and 3rd grade-5th grade students on November 16.
• The Board approved a tentative start date for the Blended Learning model for middle school and high school students
of December 3 if community health conditions support moving forward.
Consent Agenda was approved with:
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Reynolds Middle School Construction change order No. 10; Approval of Stevens Middle School replacement construction change order No. 7; Approval of conditional certificates; Approval of out
of endorsement teaching assignments.
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board
meetings are also broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can
view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, the only exceptions being December and July.
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age,
religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog
guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at www.psd1.org.

