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Highly capable students could display one or more of the characteristics listed
below and to a greater degree than their peers. These characteristics represent
tendencies which are commonly shared by highly capable students, but each
student is unique. Our highly capable students are still growing and developing.
These characteristics may vary in number, frequency, and consistency for each
student, or could be absent in the classroom. Typically, these characteristics are
organized into the categories displayed below:

Knows the answers

Asks unforeseen questions

Notices exceptions and anomalies

Becomes interested

Becomes intensely curious

Ponders, becomes speculative

Diligent worker

Profound thinker

Playful with work and thinking

Absorbs information

Manipulates information

Creates/discovers new information

Enjoys school

Enjoys learning

Enjoys creating

Alert; engages in lesson and/or
task
Grasps new ideas easily

Observant; engages in anticipating
and connecting observations
Infers from new ideas

Intuitive; engages in exploring and
brainstorming possibilities
Makes mental leaps: Aha!

Understands increasingly abstract
ideas
Develops logical and appropriate
ideas for a task
Follows instructions precisely and
copies accurately
Completes complex tasks on time

Constructs and infers with
increasingly abstract ideas
Develops complex and abstract ideas
even when unprompted
Manipulates instructions; finds
connections between approaches
Initiates complex projects and
extensions of assignments
A technician; possesses expertise An expert; conceptualizes and
within a specific field of study
hypothesizes beyond a specific field
of study
Performs at the top of the group Performs above and beyond the
group
Expresses respect and
Expresses strong feelings and
compliance
opinions from different perspective
Pleased with learning
Highly self-critical

Generates and innovates
increasingly abstract ideas
Overflows with ideas, many of which
may never be developed
Ignores/Improvises instructions
and/or discovers new approaches
Initiates more projects than will be
Completed
An inventor; innovating within and
beyond one or more fields of study

Prefers company of same-age/
same-grade peers
Receptive

Prefers company of creative peers,
but often works alone
Independent and unconventional

Asynchronous development
between mind/emotions/behavior
Usually, motivated by grades and
extrinsic rewards

Prefers company of intellectual peers
and adults
Intense and sensitive

Asynchronous development between
mind/emotions/behavior
Usually, motivated by intrinsic/
personalized rewards, but not usually
motivated by grades
Typically, needs 6-8 repetitions for Typically, needs 1-2 repetitions for
mastery
mastery

Performs beyond the group; in group
of own
Expresses eccentric ideas and
behaviors
Eccentric

Asynchronous development between
mind/emotions/behavior
Usually, motivated by intrinsic/
personalized rewards, but not usually
motivated by grades
Questions the need for mastery;
argues the validity of the criteria used
to measure mastery

Recognizing Potential in
Diverse Students
Research shows that despite the increase in
diversity in schools across our nation over the
last few decades, gifted and highly capable
programs across our nation have not diversified
at the same rates. For this reason, Washington
State has asked its school districts to prioritize
the identification of these students.
Because of the issues that traditional measures
have presented for identifying these
under-represented groups, the High Potential
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Scale and the
High Potential Culturally and Economically
Diverse Scale were developed. To read more
about these scales, click here. In addition to the
characteristics outlined on page 5, you may find
that culturally, linguistically, and economically
diverse students may demonstrate one or more
of the characteristics below:

Displays a strong sense of pride in his or her cultural
background
Expresses a desire to teach peers words from their
native language
Exhibits eagerness to translate for peers and adults

Expresses effective communication through expressive
speech rich with imagery
Reveals an interest in others from cultures different
from his/her own
Displays a high degree of emotional responsiveness
(e.g., spontaneity, openness, ease in sharing feelings)
Demonstrates a balance between appropriate
Expresses an awareness of his/herself as a highly capable
behaviors expected of his or her native culture and the learner
new culture
Reveals an ability to explain native dialect and idioms
Demonstrates an independent nature
(e.g., play on words, slang)
Expresses understanding of puns and jokes related to Exhibits a strong sense of altruism (i.e., caring for
culture
others)
Displays ability to read above grade level (either in
Reveals a keen sense of justice
English or his/her native language)
Reveals above-average English language proficiency
Displays an ability to express emotions (and not
growth
necessarily in just words)
Exhibits social maturity
Demonstrates richness in imagination through informal
language
Demonstrates ease adapting to new environments
Expresses a questioning orientation (i.e., a strong
curiosity and tendency to ask many questions)

