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On January 29, four seniors received their diplomas in a
special graduation ceremony. Those graduating were
Christina Ramirez Chavez, Alexis Dorton, Shawna
Woody, and Gumaro Tapia. Four others, who were unable to participate in the ceremony were Andres Corona,
Brittaney Hansen, Sam Hellerud, and Austin Vance.
These students are overcomers and have worked hard to
achieve their goals without giving up. Thank you to all their
families, teachers, counselors, administrators, and staff
who helped them along the way.
PSD Deputy Superintendent Glenda Cloud and PSD
school board members presented diplomas. Graduate
Alexis Dorton gave the graduation speech on behalf of her
fellow graduates. We wish them much success in the

future. A reception was held after the ceremony.

Graduates (Left to right): Christina Ramirez Chavez, Alexis Dorton,
Shawna Woody, and Gumaro Tapia

Assistant Principals Tony Rubalcava (left) and Brian
Baker (right) congratulate graduate Gumaro Tapia.
Student Achievement Specialist
Sophia Gunlock congratulates
Alexis Dorton.

Alexis Dorton delivers
graduation speech.

Congratulations
Graduates!
Mission Statement: To ignite world-class learning, resulting in thoughtful and accomplished individuals.
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Riverhawks Finish 2nd in State

The Chiawana Riverhawk football team dominated the football field during the season and playoffs which led them to their second appearance in the title championship game (lost 24-14 to Bothell).

Urlacher Named Washington
State Associated Press
Player of the Year
CHS Senior Austin Urlacher (#32) was running on all
cylinders this season. For a single season he rushed
for 2,877 yards and put the ball in the end zone 32
times. Being sidelined in his junior year, he wanted to
make his senior year to be one to remember, and that
he did. He set the state rushing record for a single
season, earning him the Washington State Associated Press Player of the Year for all classifications.
Austin will take his talent to Western Oregon University
next year to play for the Wolves.
Austin was also named to the Class 4A all-state team
along with three other CHS teammates, Jake Martin
(offensive lineman), Juan Noyola (defensive lineman),
and Dre Dorton (defensive back ). Christian Penny
(defensive lineman) was named to the second allstate team.

Mac Graff Inspires Team
Not only will this season be remembered for feats on the field, but also for feats off the field. When
teammate Mac Graff had a hunting accident that left him a paraplegic, his teammates were right by
his side. They formed a bond that cannot be broken. The whole team, school, community and surrounding communities have rallied around Mac. The entire Graff family is overwhelmed with the
support they have received. No doubt, Mac was the inspiration and heart for the team, even leading them out on the field for many of the games. We all wish for his continued improvement.

Congratulations Riverhawks and Coaching Staff!
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There were plenty of Seahawk fans around CHS the week before the Super Bowl. Chiawana students and staff
pose for a picture for the Seattle Seahawks “#We Are 12” campaign on January 8. The picture was sent to the
Seahawks.

Chiawana Wrestlers—District Champs!

Wrestlers- Pinning to Win at State!
Congratulations to wrestling coach Jack Anderson, his staff
and the CHS Wrestling team for an outstanding season,
capturing the District Champ title. Commenting on this year’s
season, coach Jack Anderson said, “I am very proud of all
of the wrestlers who put in countless hours of dedication and sacrifice. We qualified 6 wrestlers for the state
tournament and ended up bringing home some state
placing medals and valuable experiences. We look forward to continuing to improve.”

Jacob Garcia-5th in State

Levi McBride-3rd in State

“Building champions through the values
of integrity, teamwork, and excellence.”

Tyler Vargas-4th in State
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Riverhawk Athletes Sign Letters of Intent

Six Riverhawk athletes signed their Letter of Intent on NCCA National Signing Day on February 4. Family, friends, coaches, staff and press were
on hand to watch each sigh their Letter of Intent to play collegiate sports next year. From left to right are: Dre Dorton (Football/Eastern Washington
University), Bailey Cartwright (Basketball/Concordia University), Juan Noyola (Football/Central Washington University), Christian Penny
(Football/Central Washington University), Alexis Stephenson (Soccer/Eastern Washington University), and Isaiah Richie (Football/Eastern
Oregon University).

CHS Dance
Team Excels
Good Luck
At State!

Winter
Sports
2014-2015 Varsity Boys Basketball Team

See Blue
In All
You Do!
2014-2015 Cheerleaders

2014-2015 Varsity Girls Basketball Team

Riverhawks
Rock!

2014-2015 Bowling Team
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The Polar Plunge is a Tri-City annual event sponsored by state and local law enforcement to benefit Special Olympics. Chiawana had 13 brave Riverhawks and
Dean of Students Angie Sessions step up to the challenge to plunge into the Columbia River on January 17. They were able to raise over $1,000 for Special Olympics.
The Riverhawk team consisted of Matthew Miller, Kayleigh Ellsworth, Jennifer Quintanilla (Angie Sessions’ sister), Melissa Rivera, Andrea Alvarez Iniesta, Karen Valencia,
Andrew Sengmanyphet, Mikhaila Hopkins, Jacqueline Jimenez, Quyen Pham, Jennifer Ramos, Tristan Perez, Angel Delgado and Jazmin Ramirez.
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CHS DECA Celebrates Another Successful Safe Driving Campaign
CHS DECA students have once again earned $25,000 to promote safe
driving in the community. For the second year in a row, the club placed
among the top 100 schools in the nation in the State Farm Celebrate My
Drive competition.
The week of October 15-24, CHS DECA students, led by DECA advisor
Leslie Bell, invited fellow students, families, and community members to
make a pledge to drive sober, drive text-free, and drive alert. More than
3,500 high schools nationwide participated in the contest, and CHS

placed in the top 50 of the large school category to secure the prize
money. Celebrate My Drive is a chance for communities to rally around
young drivers to encourage them to make safe driving choices every
time they’re behind the wheel. As with last year’s award, DECA students
will use part of the grant to further promote safe driving efforts, including
their annual “Every 15 Minutes” program, a nationwide campaign to
educate students on the human toll of drunken driving accidents.

DECA Grant Brings Reggie Jones to Chiawana
Reggie Jones, former NFL player and Super Bowl winner, spoke
to Chiawana students on February 24. He speaks all over the country with his Believe Beyond campaign, inspiring students to excel
and not give up, despite difficult circumstances.
Jones is a Pacific Northwest native, graduating from Kent-Meridian
High School in 2004. He successfully overcame significant emotional trauma to become a high school graduate, college graduate,
and NFL player. Students were able to see his Super Bowl trophy
and ring and have their picture taken with him. He also autographed pictures for students during lunch periods and spoke to
several classes, including the Riverhawk Football team.

Believe
Beyond
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Two CHS Teachers Receive Honors
Washington State Advisor of the Year
The Association of Washington Student Leaders and the Association of
Washington School Principals has named Chiawana High School leadership teacher and ASB adviser Sarah LeDuc the 2014-15 Washington
State High School Advisor of the Year. She received the news during
the halftime of the CHS boys basketball game February 13 and was
formally honored at the Washington Activity Coordinators Association
conference March 11-13 in Yakima.
“I’m incredibly humbled and overwhelmed to receive this award,”
says LeDuc. “It’s an unbelievable honor. Thank you to everyone
who constantly supports and assists me in making CHS such an
awesome place to be!”
LeDuc works with CHS ASB officers and class officers to create events
that directly impact the climate and culture of CHS. They plan assemblies, dances, community service projects, appreciation events, and
other activities that promote the school motto of “See Blue in All You
Do.” She also serves as the Area 8 representative for the 2014-15
Washington State Activity Coordinators Association.

Sarah LeDuc, center, is presented with her award by current and
former CHS ASB presidents. From left to right: McKinley Powers
(2012-2013A), Austin Steele (2009-2010 & 2010-2011), Kelsey Wilson
(2011-2012), and Matt Miller (current ASB president).

Outstanding Civic Educator Award
Chiawana High School teacher Rob Gutierrez began the morning of
March 4 thinking he and his students were going to be treated to an
assembly on civics with Washington Secretary of State Kim Wyman, but
it wasn’t long until he learned why the group was actually assembled.
Gutierrez was honored for being the state’ s Outstanding Civics Educator.
Last year his students arranged for a congressional candidate debate
for the candidates battling to fill the vacancy in the 4th Congressional
District, left by the retirement of Doc Hastings. Dan Newhouse went on
to win the election, and CHS students were winners as well. By participating in the debate and mock elections, CHS students got a front row
seat to the electoral process and not merely a lesson in civics, but a real
-world exercise in civics.
Pictured left to right: Zack Valdez, Barb Valdez, Maria Gutierrez,
Rob Gutierrez, Mary Gutierrez, daughter Selah (front).

Yearbook Award
Yearbook advisor Vicky Hyde announced the last year’s yearbook,
“Every Shade of Blue”, received an
individual award in competition at the
Columbia Scholastic Press Association’s 2015 Gold Circle Awards for
Yearbooks.
Congratulations to Junior Jafet
Solorio, honorable mention for single photo illustration, for his cover
image, which was an amalgamation
of the faces of 10 different students.

The debate is believed to be the first national congressional debate
every organized and run by high school students.
Wyman had planned to be on hand and spend the day with Gutierrez
and CHS students, but was waylaid by a case of the flu. Stuart Holmes,
Wyman’s deputy director, and Franklin County Auditor Matt Beaton
presented the award.
Gutierrez did have some special surprise guests on hand. His wife Maria (CHS English teacher), daughter Selah, mother Mary (CHS counselor), and uncle Zack and aunt Barb Valdez, had been contacted secretly
ahead of time and were able to be on hand for the award.
“It was definitely a career highlight for me. Having my family in the
CHS theater was also extremely special. I dedicated the award to
my students, they’re the ones who motivate me,” says Gutierrez.
His next project is to have students initiate a student voter registration
campaign. (Article written by Leslee Caul, PSD Public Affairs Director)
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Speech and Debate Talking Their Way to the Top
Have you ever wondered what it takes to be
part of a speech and debate team? It’s a long
season for speech and debate. Practices begin
in October, and from November through midMarch, there’s a tournament about every other
week. Students give up a Saturday to board a
bus early in the morning, speak all day and
return home around midnight. There are no
cheerleaders, no spectators, no pep rallies,
parents hardly even watch their students compete. Students participate because they love
the mental challenge of their “sport.”
But for those students who choose to participate, there are great rewards. “It’s so fun to
meet people from other schools and hang
out with them between rounds,” says Chiawana freshman Sharon Alfaro, who just qualified for her trip to the state tournament. Eleven
students competed at state in 16 events.
It is that camaraderie among competitors that
helps to set Speech and Debate apart from
other high school activities.
In the course of a typical speech tournament,
students may participate in Student Congress,
Lincoln Douglas or Public Forum debate, and
as many as four of the individual speaking
events (Impromptu, Extemporaneous, Original
Oratory, Expository, Dramatic Interpretation,
Humorous Interpretation, Dual Interpretation,

Interpretive Reading, as well as non-state
events Editorial Commentary, Tall Tales, Spontaneous Argumentation and Dual Improvisation). Generally, each student presents his or
her speech three times, or engages in three
rounds of debate. That all adds up to a lot of
talking.
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by Vicky Hyde

year, Hyde reached the level of Outstanding
Distinction as a coach in the National Speech
and Debate Association. “It’s quite a prestigious honor to reach that level,” Hyde said.
“The kids have come a long way from the
beginning of the season,” says Hyde, who
welcomed many new students to the team this
year. “I was really fortunate to have an influx
Speech and Debate attracts many types of
of extremely
students, from the super-studious to the dratalented
matic. Because of the length of the speech
freshmen
“It is better to debate a quesseason, many students are able to juggle being
this year,
tion without settling it than
on a sports team with being on the speech
and I’m exto settle a question without
team. Practices consist of research, writing,
cited to see
debating it.” ~ Joseph Joubert
and presenting speeches over and over and
how they
over again. Every inflection and hand gesture is
progress
fine tuned.
over their four
years. It’s always
Pasco’s two high school have some of the only interesting to
watch as they find just
active competitive speech programs in the Tri- what type of event suits them best, and then
Cities. It began when Ramona Mitchell, who
begin to have success in it.”
had done speech and debate in her own high
Chiawana’s team is also affiliated with the Naschool years, started a team at Pasco High
tional Forensics League, and is sometimes able
School the year before Chiawana opened. She
to attend their National Qualifying tournament.
was assisted by
Qualifying for nationals is a separate event
Darby Swanson, who is now
from state competition. Not all schools with a
the Pasco head coach. At Chiawana, Mitchell
speech and debate program belong the NFL,
retired form coaching this year and the “Hawk
and NFL competitive districts are different from
Tawk” program is headed by former assistant
state high school competitive districts. In the
Vicky Hyde, who came to Chiawana in 2010
past Chiawana qualified one for Nationals in
with six years’ experience in Montana’s highly
2011 and three in 2012.
competitive speech and debate system. This

CHS Speech & Debate Team 2014-15
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Authors Visit Chiawana
Pasco’s Red Lion hosted the annual RadCon Convention on February 13-15.
“RadCon promotes Art, Literature, Science, Gaming and Imagination, especially
in Science Fiction/Fantasy genres.” RadCon also brings the Cavalcade of Authors
to the convention. These science fiction/fantasy authors visit area schools and
hold workshops for students aspiring to be future authors.

Cavalcade of Authors Laurel Anne Hill (top) and David Boop (below) speak to
students during a workshop. Both are science fiction/fantasy writers.

DECA Qualifies Eight Students for Nationals
From the state competition in March, eight CHS students qualified
to attend the International Career Development Conference in Orlando, Florida April 25-28. Thousands of students from around the
globe will be competing.
Congratulations to Lindsay Questad, Signe Questad, Anthony
Hansen, Kierstyn Ramos, Vanessa Good, Levi McBride, Cassandra Adams and Madison Cox.

British born Alexander Gordon Smith, author of the Escape
From Furnace fantasy series, visited Chiawana in March and
held a question and answer session for students. Junior Valeria Vazquez was able to get a quick picture with the author.

April 11, 18 & 25
May 2, 9, 16 & 30
9:00 am—12:00 noon
(Please notify your wing administrator if you plan on attending
Saturday School)
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National Counselors Week
The week of February 2-6 was National School Counselors Week.
CHS has eight dedicated counselors, Tino Barrera, Norma Espindola,
Domingo Gonzales, Giniflor Hinnant, Mary Gutierrez, Brian Thomas,
Constance Wallace, and Andre Wren. Their mission and goal...make
sure your child is successful in their high school experience and prepare
them for life after high school.

Students Participate in Harassment,
Intimidation, and Bullying Assembly
Washington State requires all school districts to have a HIB
(Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying) policy for their district as
well as an annual training for all staff and students.
On February 4, CHS Leadership students held an assembly on HIB for
each class. Students heard testimonies from students about being
victims of bullying. They sent a clear message that “Bullying will not
be tolerated.”

Counselors are advocates for your kids. Not only do they intervene and
assist in times of crisis, but they help craft the future by guiding students
to careers, vocations, apprenticeship programs, colleges, and scholarships. They also help students with their Financial Aid applications. They
are the link between parent/student, teacher/student or administrator/
student. Don’t hesitate to call your student’s counselor if you have any
questions or concerns regarding your child.

Thank CHS Counselors for always
going the extra mile for our kids!

Another form of bullying that has increased over the last few years is
“cyber bullying.” New laws are being passed and enforced to cut down
on this type of bullying.
The Pasco School District, in compliance with HB 1444, has adopted
(PSD Policy 3207), Prohibition of Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying. This policy clearly states that bullying or harassment of any kind
will not be tolerated on any of our campuses.
This policy is printed in our CHS student handbook for your review
(Page 33) Bullying/harassment/Intimidation (W.A.C. 28A.600.XXX,
4.C.2. 9A.36.080): Students are expected to respect the individual
rights of all persons while on campus and at school functions or activities. Everyone, including students, school personnel, parents, and
community members, is to be treated with respect. Any form of harassment (including sexual), intimidation, or bullying will not be tolerated. Any student who harasses, intimidates, bullies, or threatens another student, either directly or indirectly, is subject to disciplinary action
ranging to expulsion. This includes any electronic means (text messages, Facebook, Twitter or other social media) or through friends.
Copies of the policy are available from any administrator at Chiawana
High School. Any student subject to harassment should immediately
report the problem to a school official (teacher, counselor or administrator.)
(http://www.k12.wa.us/SafetyCenter/BullyingHarassment/
FactSheet.aspx)

Community Walk for Foster Kids
Hosted by CHS FCCLA
(Family, Career & Community Leaders of America)

April 18 @ Columbia Park
Registration @ 9:00 am
Walk Begins @ 10:00 am

Apply for Scholarships
Attention Seniors! Did you know that there are thousands of dollars in
scholarships available? Scholarship money helps lower the cost of posthigh school education. There are many types of scholarships, so check
them out in Student Services. Contact Mike Brown, Guidance Specialist,
at 543-6786, ext. 5696 or e-mail mbrown@psd1.org. for more information. Scholarships are also listed on our website at psd1.org/
scholarships.

Attention Seniors!
Seniors, do you have any outstanding
fines? You will not
be able to walk in
the graduation ceremony if your fines
are not paid. Now is
a good time to start paying those fines in
the ASB office.

Senior T-Shirts
Class of 2015 have ordered class t-shirts available for purchase in the
ASB office during both lunches. Cost is $10. Proceeds will go to fund
the senior class BBQ, Senior Fest and the senior class gift.

Winter Wishes
Assembly 2014

Dates to Remember
APRIL
Apr 1-3
Apr 5
Apr 16 & 17
Apr 18
Apr 20-24
Apr 29

No School/Spring Break
Easter
Every 15 Minutes Program for Seniors
Pasco Invite Track Meet @ Edgar Brown Stadium @ 9:30 am
Spring Spirit Week
Mr. Riverhawk Contest

MAY
May 5
May 6
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 15 & 16
May 18
May 19-21
May 22 & 23
May 25
May 27

National Teacher Day
Early Release @ 10:45 am
CHS Prom @ 8:00 pm—Student Mall
Mother’s Day
Team Pasco House Dedication @ 1:00 pm (open house until 6:00 pm)
Drama Production @ 7:00 pm
Senior/Staff Softball Game @ 3:30 pm—Softball Field
End of Course Exams
Drama Production @ 7:00 pm
No School—Memorial Day
Senior Baccalaureate @ 7:00 pm

JUNE
Jun 1 & 2
Jun 2
Jun 3
Jun 5
Jun 6
Jun 9
Jun 21

Senior Finals
Graduation Rehearsal @ 8:00 am—Theatre
Graduation Rehearsal @ 9:00 am—CHS Stadium
Senior Fest @ 12:35 pm—Gym
Senior BBQ & Graduation Rehearsal @ 11:30 am—Edgar Brown
Stadium
Graduation @ 6:00 pm—Edgar Brown Stadium
Last Day of School
Father’s Day

