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Journeys Lesson 22 

Writing Prompt: In my opinion, the best day I ever had was…what made it the 
best was… Include the following in your paper: a. Introduce, b. provide reasons 
(facts and details) c. link opinion and reasons using words, phrases  
d. concluding statement 
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Journeys Lesson 22 

Modifications for Writers Who Need Additional Support:  

• Complete the writing activity together.   
• Orally discuss prompt   
• Go through the brainstorming process together by using a 

graphic organizer (see below).  
• Focus on one sentence/section at a time.   
• Help your child write their thoughts down (help with spelling if 

needed)  
• If necessary, you can write their responses and have them copy 

it. However, encourage your child to write their own thoughts. 
Typing is also a great way for them to practice their writing skills. 

Writing prompt for those who read book 2: 
 

• Use the following graphic organizer to help plan your writing: 

• In the first box, answer the following question: 
o Do you think that monarch butterflies are some of the most 

amazing travelers in the word? 

• Give three reasons why you agree or disagree 

• In the last box, finish this sentence frame: 

o “That is why I think....” 
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Journeys Lesson 22 

Extensions for Writers needing a Challenge:  How to Brainstorm Ideas for a Reader’s Response: 

For Parents/Guardians: 

This week, students who are ready for grade-level writing are being asked to write a response to 
literature. For students who have either already mastered this week’s writing challenge, or who master it quickly 
and are ready to move beyond that, this activity is designed to help them start practicing the kind of thinking 
they will be asked to do in reader responses in later grades.   

In later grade levels, students will be asked to identify a choice an author has made, explain the effect 
that choice has on the story and/or audience. Below are questions to help students start thinking about those 
storytelling choices and the effects these choices have on the story or the audience.  

Instructions: 

SCAMPER stands for substitute, combine, adapt, modify, put to another use, eliminate, and reverse.  

1. Use it by answering the questions below about a story you have read or a movie you have watched.   
2. Write down any ideas that come to mind. If you cannot think of an answer, skip it, and come back to it 

later. If you still cannot think of an answer when you come back to it, just skip it for good.  
3. Then, rewrite the story using your SCAMPER ideas.  

Substitute 
•What is one detail in the setting that could be substituted to change the mood of the story? 
•Which character, setting, or event would you substitute from a different story? 
•What dialogue would you substitute for another? 

Combine 
•What characters, settings, or events from different periods of time can be added or merged? 
•What characters, settings, or events can be combined or blended together? 
•What would this story be like if combined with another story in a different genre? 

Adapt 
•What story is most like this story? What could be copied or imitated? 
•Who is a highly successful antagonist this antagonist could be more like? 
•How could this story change to have more value to people in a different period of time? 

Modify 
•How could you make this story shorter? How could you make it longer? 
•In what ways can it be embellished, exaggerated, or more attention grabbing? 
•How can it be friendlier and easier to read? 

Put to Other Uses 
•How could the antagonist be more like a protagonist; the protagonist more like an 
antagonist? 
•How could the falling action change to result in a happier ending? In a sadder ending? 
using similes and examples 
•How would the story change if the protagonist experienced a different type of conflict? 

Eliminate 
•What characters, settings, or events can be taken away or removed? 
•What dialogue really is necessary? Isn’t necessary? 
•What part of the story is too redundant? 

Rearrange 
•What parts of the story can be rearranged? 
•What parts can be interchanged? 
•How can the events of the story be rearranged in a different sequence? 
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Lesson:  

1. Listen to the Mind Yeti audio clip, Hello Feelings (5:03) 

 https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/mind-yeti/e/68083184?autoplay=true 

  

 In the listening piece, you will learn about your “Feeling Hubbubless” – all the different 

emotions or feelings that you feel every day.  
  

 

 

2. Discuss the following questions with your student: 

• What feelings did you experience while you listened to the Hello Feelings audio 

clip? 

• What happened to body after you took slow breaths? How could taking slow 

breaths help you in difficult situations?  

• What other things can you do to help yourself in difficult situations? 

• Why is it important to pay attention to your feelings? 

 

Activity: 

 Design two or three emojis showing feelings such as happy, sad, angry, or excited. Make 

a list of five positive things you can do when you experience difficult feelings or emotions.   

 
 

What you need:   

 Electronic device connected to the internet that can play videos 

 Paper 

Crayons, Markers, or Colored Pencils 

 Pencil 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/mind-yeti/e/68083184?autoplay=true
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/mind-yeti/e/68083184?autoplay=true

