5th Grade
APRIL 20 - 24
Weekly Lessons

Pasco School District Educational Resources Lesson Week 2 5th grade
Lesson: Volume: How to Measure it

Priority Standards : 5.MD.C. 3, 3a, 3b Time: 30 minutes

What you need: Students will watch video’s from Khan Academy, Student page 257
Background
Note to parents: This lesson had to be pulled from outside of our district curriculum. The district
curriculum requires manipulatives that families will most likely not have access to at home. We will
be using the Khan Academy Videos on Volume for the initial lessons.

Have students watch the following video for background information
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/basic-geo/basic-geo-volume-sa/volume-rectprism/v/how-we-measure-volume

Once students are in the Khan Academy Platform they will complete 3 more sections.

Students will watch Video-Measuring volume with unit cubes
Students will complete Practice: Volume with unit cubes
Students will complete Practice: Volume of rectangular prisms with unit cubes

Extensions:
You have three bowls for holding and transferring water. The first box can hold 8 units of water. The
second can hold 5 units of water. And the third can hold 3 units of water. When you begin, you have 8
units of water in the first bowl, and the other two bowls are empty (see the picture below).

You can transfer the water from bowl to bowl, but you can only transfer water from one bowl at a time,
and you do not have to pour all the water out at the same time. Grab any 8 objects to represent the
units of water, and set them on three different pieces of paper marked, 3, 5, and 8 to help you visualize
bowls, or grab a measuring cup and different bowls from your kitchen (a unit could be a teaspoon even),
and use this to help you figure out how you want to transfer the water from bowl to bowl.
Your goal is to divide the 8 units in half (4 + 4 units) with the minimum number of water transfers. Turn
this into a game by grabbing someone in your house to play along! See which one of you can do it with
the least amount of water transfers!
Want a new challenge? Imagine you have only the 3-unit and 5-unit bowl and both are filled with water,
and you can refill this water as many times as you would like. How would you measure out exactly 4
units in a bowl? What is the least amount of water transfers it would take to do this?
Answer to the first challenge (can you do it in less than 7 transfers?):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

pour 5 units from the 8- unit to the 5-unit bowl,
pour 3 units from the 5- unit to the 3-unit bowl,
pour these 3 units back to the 8-unit bowl,
pour the remaining 2 units from the 5-unit to the 3-unit bowl,
pour 5 units from the 8- unit to the 5-unit bowl,
pour the missing 1 unit from the 5-unit to the 3- unit bowl (there should be 4 units left in the 5unit bowl),
7. pour the 3 units back from the 3-units to the 8-unit bowl (and that's it).
Answer to the second challenge (can you do it in less than 3 transfers?):
1. Fill the 5-unit bowl and pour water to the 3-unit bowl, which you empty afterwards.
2. From the 5-unit bowl pour the 2 remaining units to the 3-unit bowl.
3. Refill the 5-unit bowl and fill in the 3-unit bowl (with 1 unit), so there stays the 4 required units
in the 5-unit bowl.

Modifications to the assignment:
1. Below is a fun activity your child can complete to help them understand the formulas for finding the
volume of a rectangular prism.
Students create rectangular prisms by using centimeter paper. They figure out how many cubic units
each rectangular prism can hold by packing it with centimeter cubes.

If you do not have centimeter cubes, then you can simply make the 3-D objects and then have them
measure Length, Width, & Height to determine the volume. Here is the link to centimeter paper.
Formula: volume = length x width x height
2. Using Sugar Cubes
What You Need: Sugar cubes Pencil Paper
a. Before you begin, it is a good idea to review the basic
formula for calculating volume with your child. For a
rectangular prism, length x width x height = volume.
b. Using sugar cubes, have your child build a rectangular
prism of any size. To ease into the concept, encourage him
to start small and work his way toward building bigger
models.
c. Have your child count and record the dimensions of the
rectangular prism. How many sugar cubes long is it? How
many sugar cubes high is it? How many sugar cubes wide
is it?
d. Help him substitute these recorded dimensions into the volume formula for a rectangular
prism. Record the answer that he comes up with.
e. In order to check his answer, he can simply take his prism apart and count the sugar cubes!
f. If his answer was correct, have him build a new model and try the formula again. If he got
the answer wrong, help him check his calculations and see where the mistake occurred.

g. Practice makes perfect! Encourage him to try this hands-on activity often. With repetition,
the concept of volume and its formula will become second nature to him!

Activities to do as a family:
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Vocabulary on the Go With your child, imagine that you have come across
a bear cub while on a walk in the woods. Suddenly, the cub’s mother
appears. Try to use these words as you describe the scene together.
deserted reasoned upright bared
Now imagine that the mother bear begins to speak! Draw an illustration
and write what the bear might say, using the words astonished, nerve, and
banish.
Brothers and Sisters The actions of the main character in the story are
influenced by her unhappiness with her older sister. With your child, think of
some folktales or stories in which a character’s actions are affected by a
sibling. What message is the story teller trying to give in each one?
Compare and contrast the different lessons the character learns in each
example.
Internet Challenge Help your child search the Internet for information
about how bears live.
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Modifications for Readers
Who Need Additional
Support:
-Reduce vocabulary words
to no more than 2-3.
Encourage the use of these
words throughout the
week.
-Go through the
“know/practice” cards
and questions on those 2-3
vocabulary words.
-Flash cards may be
helpful. You can also post
these somewhere in the
house so you can refer to
them.
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Words to practice and know:
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Words to practice and know:
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Words to practice and know:
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Words to practice and know:
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Practice Reading: Book 1 (If Book 1 is too hard, read Book 2, if Book 1 is too easy read Book 3)

Journeys

6

Journeys

7

Journeys

8

Journeys

9

Journeys

10

Journeys

11

Journeys

12

Journeys

13

Journeys

14

Practice Reading: Book 2
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Modifications for Readers Who Need Additional Support (Book 2):
Read the book several times together (at least 3).
• The first time, you read to your child.
• The second time through, read together (you read one page, he/she reads the next and so on...).
• The third time through, encourage him/her to read it out loud to you.
Before reading the book, look at the cover and read the title. Discuss the book prior to reading it.
-What do you think this book is about?
-Why do you think that? What are some clues that tell you this?
Guiding questions during reading (it’s okay to stop to discuss these during reading; these are in order):
~City in the Cliffs~
-What would Lomasi’s grandmother talk about around the fire?
-What were her most exciting stories about?
-Who were the Cliff Dwellers?
-Where is the City in the Cliffs?
-How does the grandmother describe the houses of the Cliff Dwellers?
-Why did the Cliff Dwellers leave their homes?
-What were Lomasi and Quaha sent to pick for that evening’s meal?
-Lomasi and Quaha did not know where they were. Do you think they were scared? Why or why not?
-They needed to find shelter. As they were looking for a place to stay, what did they find?
-What were the walls and the floor made out of?
-What suddenly woke Lomasi up?
-How do you think Lomasi and Quaha felt when they finally made it home?
After reading activities/questions:
-Have story time…Tell you family a story that you know. Ask your family to share some of their stories. -Look at pictures of past family members and discuss them. Learn your family history.
-Write a story about a memory you have or a story you’ve heard about your ancestors.
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Practice Reading: Book 3
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Writing:
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Modifications for Writers Who Need
Additional Support:
-Complete the writing activity together.
-There are 3 sections/prompts. Focus on
one at a time.
-Section 1 – Focus on the book
you just read (either 1, 2, or 3)
-Section 2 – Choose another story
you know.
-Section 3 – Choose another story
you know.
-Orally discuss prompt
-What is your opinion about the
story?
-Why do you think that?
-What are some examples for the
story that back up your opinion?
-What happened in the story?
-Go through the brainstorming process
together by using a graphic organizer
(see below).
-Focus on one sentence/section at a
time.
-Help your child write their thoughts
down (help with spelling if needed)
-If necessary, you can write their
responses and have them copy it.
However, encourage your child to write
their own thoughts. Typing is also a great
way for them to practice their writing
skills.
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Extensions for Writers needing a Challenge:
If your student needs more challenging work, substitute the writing assignment with one of these prompts,
or let your student choose to do one of writing prompts listed below instead. These writing prompts will still
have your student practicing the same kind of writing, but they will also ask the student to do deeper or
more complex thinking as a writer.
First, create one of the following lists:
•
Best 3 Movies to Watch
•
Best 3 Books to Read
•
Best 3 Songs to Sing
•
Best 3 Video Games to Play
•
Best 3 Commercials to Sell Something
•
Best 3 Television/Book Characters
Then, choose one of the three things you listed, and write your literary response essay about that thing. For
example, if I listed my favorite video games, it might look like this:
1. Tetris
2. Minecraft
3. Final Fantasy Tactics
Then, if I chose one to write a literary response essay about, I would choose Final Fantasy Tactics because
that has a really great story that might make a more interesting essay. Finally, I would write a literary
response essay about Final Fantasy Tactics.
If I wanted to have a little more fun, I could turn my literary response essay into a video to share with my
family. If I really wanted to challenge myself, I could write a response about all three items on my list and
use my essay to compare and contrast all three items.
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Pasco School District Educational Resources
SEL Week 2 – Kindness and Gratitude
5th Grade

What you need:
Electronic device connected to the internet that can play videos
Paper
Pencil or Pen
*If you do not have internet access, Charter Spectrum has offered free internet for
students for 60 days. For more information, please call 1-855-243-8892 or visit
https://www.spectrum.net/support/internet/coronavirus-internet-offer-students/

Lesson:
1. Watch the video, Kindness Boomerang – “One Day” (5:44)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU&feature=emb_logo

2. Discuss the following questions with your student:
• In what ways did you see respect shown in the video?
• Do you think the man who helped the boy up from his skateboard, in the
beginning, knew that his respectful actions would cycle back to him?
• What can stand in the way of paying respect forward?
• How can you create a chain reaction of respect in your own life?

Adapted from Character Strong, Virtual Educator Resources
CASEL Competencies: Self-Awareness and Self-Management

3. Watch the video, Power of Not Giving Up (3:46)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cF2LyYGDWA&feature=emb_logo

4. Discuss the following questions with your student:
• What situation is this girl trying to work through? What do you think she is feeling?
• What challenges or obstacles is she facing? What is her attitude like? Is there
something in your life where you have a similar attitude?
• Share about what you saw her experience in the end. What makes her reaction
important? How is she being supported? How is she being independent?
5. Activity:
• Discuss how our lives have been impacted with COVID-19. What are we doing
differently? How is it impacting our family, our learning, and our world?
• Write a list of five things you can do to show kindness toward others during this
time.

Adapted from Character Strong, Virtual Educator Resources
CASEL Competencies: Self-Awareness and Self-Management

Challenge: Family Character Workout

Adapted from Character Strong, Virtual Educator Resources
CASEL Competencies: Self-Awareness and Self-Management

