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A quick deluge of rain wasn’t enough to stop the Marching Band from performing on May 25. Covid tried hard, and it kept them from having a competitive season. But
they were able to perform their Greatest (and only) show for families and fans. (Photo by Kimberly Gibson.)

Teens Getting “Fauci Ouchies”
by Aiden Grad

D

id you ever
think you
were too
young to
get the Covid vaccine? As of May 10,
the FDA approved
the Covid vaccine
for kids ages 12-15.
Fifty percent of the
U.S population has
had at least one dose.
The total percent fully

vaccinated is 40.4%,
which is 133 million
people who have both
shots.
In the age group of
14-24, studies show
that only 15 percent
of those people are
not willing or intend
to get the Covid
vaccine. This is very
hopeful, since the
goal is 85% of teens
that age getting vac-

cinated and stopping
the spread.
“Concerns about
the vaccine are still
very much alive in
the group,” said Eric
Brandt on uomfhealth.org. He talks
about how most of
that 15% wanted
to wait until they
knew more about the
vaccine and the long
term-effects it had.

So far there are
no long-term affects identified. The
short-term ones are
the same as any
other vaccine, like
soreness, and pain of
the area of the shot.
Throughout the rest
of the body in the few
days after you might
experience tiredness,
headache, muscle
pain, or nausea.

If you’ve thought
of getting the vaccine anytime soon,
the choice is yours!
You can make an
appointment at almost
any pharmacy in the
Tri-Cities.
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Gas Prices Skyrocket

H
High school students have become accustomed to mask use. Whether updated guidance will mean
ditching the masks in class remains to be seen. (Staff photo.)

CDC Updates Guidance

T

he CDC has
announced
new guidelines and it
seems these are the
most relaxed rules
since the pandemic
started. It’s very good
news for all those who
have been vaccinated.
The biggest part of
the new guidelines is
that fully vaccinated
individuals can in
most cases go into
indoor settings with
no mask or social
distancing required.
Reading that
statement may have
made you very excited, however there
are caveats to this.
The guidelines don’t
specify whether this
will apply to schools.
In a healthcare facility
masks are still re-

by Christian Prieto
quired. Public transportation and flying
will still need a mask,
prisons as well, and
finally, homeless shelters will still require
masks for entry.
These new guidelines do not override
local mask mandates
and are simply suggestions by the CDC
to the governors of
each state on revisions
they can make if they
choose to.
While cases and
deaths have been
declining for a while
now, it is possible that these new
guidelines have been
announced following
the announcement
that younger teens can
get vaccinated now as
well to push people
to getting vaccinated

fully. When it comes
to big retailers and the
like, most have either
said nothing or plan to
only slightly loosen up
their rules, so for the
near future masks still
need to be worn in
stores and other types
of businesses unless
they state otherwise.
While the CDC
guideline changes are
new and sudden, this
seems like an indicator
we are heading in the
right direction and that
we could be months
away from a return to
a sense of normalcy.
Source: Smith, Mitch, et
al. “What Does the New
Mask Guidance Really
Mean?” The New York
Times, The New York
Times, 14 May 2021, www.
nytimes.com/2021/05/13/us/
cdc-mask-guidelines-vaccinated.html.

by Aiden Grad

ere’s something that
I’m sure
everyone
misses: last April the
average price for a
gallon of gas was a
whole $1.95! The
average price of gas
May 13, 2021 was
$3.028/gallon. The
low price last year
was caused by the low
demand due to no one
leaving their home in
fear of Covid.
Prices rose crazily
fast. The cause of the
crazy prices right now
is the Colonial Pipeline getting hacked
and shut down.
The pipeline shut-

down caused people to
rush to the gas station
and stock up on gas
all at once, which mad
the gas shortage even
worse through high
consumption, making
the prices shoot up
even more with the
high demand.
“People are filling up at breakneck
paces” said Patrick De
Haan who is the head
of petroleum analysis
for the app GasBuddy.
GasBuddy helps you
find the cheapest gas
in town by letting you
check the current price
at any station you
choose.

The Channel

This is a student publication that gives high
school students the opportunity to act as reporters and to focus on and hone the following
skills: creative thinking, teamwork, interviews,
writing, editing, artwork, design, layout and
distribution. The publication was created by
students, for students and is not meant to be
a professional publication. Students choose
their own topics. Every effort was made to be
accurate in student body coverage. The views
and opinions expressed in this publication are
those of the students and do not necessarily
reflect the official policy or position of Pasco
School District. We apologize for any inaccuracies that may have been made during this
educational process.
Letters may be submitted to Mrs. Hyde in
room F1220, or may be put in her box in the
main office.
Chiawana High School
8125 West Argent Road
Pasco, WA 99301
509-543-6786
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Pasco’s bridges are some of its most familiar features! The Blue Bridge is even part of the mosaic artwork in Chiawana’s hall. (Photo via ChooseWashington.com)

There’s No Place Like Home

I

by Alanna Schramm

f I could choose to live anywhere, to be honest, I’d
probably choose to stay in Pasco, Wash.
Pasco is a little city that manyhave probably never
heard of before, which is actually good. There is a lot
of nature and you get to experience all types of weather. It’s
never just hot or just cold.
Although there is not much to do here, you can still have
fun. We have arcades, bowling alleys, cliffs for cliff jumping, rivers, and more.
One thing that I like about it is that everything is just
kind of fair here. You don’t see many racist people or cops.
It’s not ghetto. Of course, something happens every once in
a while but, for the most part, Pasco is pretty safe.
Since Pasco is in Washington, there is practically never

tornadoes or hurricanes or anything of that sort, which is a
plus!
I’d say it is more of a family city. There is always family
events set up, like the drive-in movies at parks and little
concerts for town get-togethers. It’s not a party town.
I love how it isn’t a big city. There’s never really any big
lines to places. There isn’t a lot of traffic and people. However, every year more people seem to move here.
Another good thing is the city is well taken care of. The
roads are nice, trees are cut and nicely shaped, schools are
clean, etc.
If I had to recommend you to live anywhere, it would be
Pasco.

When Will All the Fighting Ever Stop?
by Anastasiya Kravchuk
When you read this
title, what do you
think about? Maybe it
is a war with another
person, your friend,
family...or a war between two or maybe
more countries,
When I hear it,
I remember a time
around Feb. 2014. I
was 8 and I remember
everyone was talking
about how Russia’s
President Putin is bad,
calling him names.
The same words were

going to Ukraine’s
then-President Poroshenko. A lot of people
were mad, heartbroken, and terrified. A
lot of people died,
were injured, broken.
I remember after
school I was going
home and my teacher’s son was telling us
all the stories about
the war, how scary it
was. He told us how
we were blessed to
have people in Donbas region to protect

us and our families.
He showed us pictures of the guns and
said how friends were
there fighting for our
country.
It was so interesting. A lot of kids
started crying because
they thought their
dads would be taken
in the war too.
I remember in
Uranian school, we
had a board with a lot
of pictures of men.
I asked my teach-

er, “Who are those
men?“ and she said
that these are the men
that died by saving
our country. It was
very sad, and I was so
mad.
I told my teacher,
“I am so mad! Why
does Russia want
to steal our country. Their country is
very very big.“ She
answered, “When
you’ll get older you’ll
understand everything. We just need to

forgive them.”
I am honestly still
wondering why that
war started, and I
am so heartbroken
for all the innocent
people that died for
our country, and I just
wish I could thank
them personally.
Note: Anastasiya and
her family came to
the United States from
Ukraine a few years
ago.
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Quick Takes

T
Driven by Safety

D

o you think
you’re a
dangerous
driver?
Chances are that if
you are reading this in
the school newspaper,
you are considered to
be just that.
The AAA Foundation says that drivers
In the age group
of 16-17 have the
highest rates of crash
involvement, injuries
for themselves and
others involved and
deaths of others in
crashes in which they
are involved.
The age group that
is the most likely to

by Aiden Grad
die in an accident,
are the elderly just
because of them being more vulnerable
to injuries. This was
the age group of 80 or
older.
The safest drivers,
according to the
study, was drivers age
60-69. This is because
they were the most
experienced drivers
that had not gotten
worse with old age.
So how bad are
the statistics for teen
drivers? Well according to Killackeylaw.
com, 3000 teens die
every year in traffic
involved accidents.

An average of six
teens age 16-19 die
every day. Another
piece of data is that
approximately 20 percent of 16-year-olds
will be involved in an
accident within their
first year of driving.
There are many
different reasons for
the high rate of teen
accidents but here are
the top five:
1. Driver inexperience
2. Distracted driving
3. Intoxicated driving
4. Reckless driving
5. Driving with teen
passengers

If you are staying in
Pasco School District
next year, you can keep
your laptop over the
summer!

his Summer, the Pasco Farmers Market is looking for junior and senior
grade student volunteers to work the
market this summer. The work schedule will be Saturdays from 9am to 1pm. The
students will be given a free unch, and T-shirt,
and their names will be entered for a drawing
to win a Chromebook.
This is a great way to get volunteer hours
and a letter of recommendation.
Covid restrictions have been tough on the
Market. The more volunteers, the better.
For questions, please contact Oscar, Market
Manager and Downtown Development Coordinator, at 509-528-8131.

B

eing a high schooler has its benefits
and downsides, like having to find
a job. There are a million sites out
there claiming to help you find a job,
but some of those could be scams.
Many students know what this means. Some
sites want to take your personal information
and sell it to other companies.
What should you do? Well, if the site is too
good to be true--if the job is claiming to pay
$33 an hour for part-time--then you are more
likely getting scammed.
Another thing to watch out for is the excessive number of links some of these emails
have. That is an immediate red flag especially,
if you see the little “click here” button.
A trustworthy and well-known site is snagajob.com.

D

id you know that nearly 40% of
students refuse to go “number two”
at school and hold it in for the whole
day?
It’s silly to be embarrassed by a basic human
need that everyone has.
“One time I let a fat one rip in the school
bathroom, and a group of girls were laughing
outside of the stall. I was so embarrassed,” said
a Chiawana student.
The longer you hold it in, the more likely
you are to become constipated. I wonder how
many out of that 40% held it in so long, that
they couldn’t even go!
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School Time or Play Time?
by Aiden Grad

I

t’s like the only school I do is the homework; it’s awesome!” said sophomore Tucker Benton about recently switching
to distance learning. He also said that it was as easy as talking to his counselor and telling her he wanted to go online.
It was so easy to switch to “distance learning” in minutes because all of the assignments are already online. So as
long as you keep up on your assignments you will be good.
If you do need to ask your teacher for something you don’t understand or just need help, you can set up a Zoom
meeting or email them. Benton said that the only class that is mandatory for him to have a Zoom is his sixth hour biology
class. It is not every day he has to be on the Zoom though. It is only two times a week every week.
The schedule is different for every student who goes online. Some may have no Zoom classes, and some may have a lot
of Zoom classes. It all depends on the teachers you have.
Would you choose to switch to distance learning? On one hand, you will stay safer from Covid and have more free time,
and on the other hand you will get to socialize with your friends more and get a better understanding of your assignments.

Taking Care of
Mental Health

S

ince Covid-19
started, mental
health problems in teens
have risen by 19%. In
the halls, I’ve always
heard my friends talk
about how they would
rather have online
classes than in-person because of the
anxiety they get but
studies have proven
that online classes
worsen mental health
problems for many
students.
It is important for
teens to socialize,
because it helps social
and emotional growth.
Although we are now
doing school fulltime, students are still
struggling with mental
health, and I believe
one way of helping
this is by having mental health days where

by Nediah Ramirez
students can take a
break from anything
school-related that
stresses them out.
Victoria Kasparek, 12, said, “I think
that would be super
helpful actually,
especially for students
with loads of classes
and extra homework,
they could use that
break.” IThere are
some students who
must be at school
from zero to 7th hour,
must work, take care
of the house and still
do homework. That is
a lot of stress already
on a high school
student and you never
know what a student
is going through personally, which could
be adding even more
stress to them.
Jack Scheffler disagreed, “It would just

add time to the school
year,” he said, o”r
the teacher will just
assign more homework. If schools want
to fight mental health
problems, they must
let kids have time to
be kids. Lessen the
homework load.”
He is right that
these days could add
more to the school
year, but the school
could try to make
these days personal,
only taking these days
off as an excused absence for the students
that chose not to show
up because they really
need this break. If we
took mental health
more seriously and
take days off from the
school year, I think
it would really make
a difference for the
students.

Yearbook Update

Y

earbooks are being printed! There
will also be an 8-page extra that will
cover winter sports and SeniorFest.
540 yearbooks were ordered;
240 are spoken for. If you didn’t order ahead,
books will be $70 at the ASB office when they
arrive.
The plan was for yearbooks to arrive the day
before graduation. However, a lack of drivers
for shipping companies means that that might
not happen. Watch your email for updates!
If you did not pick up last year’s book yet,
check with Mrs. Hyde in room F1220.

6 The Dock:

Congrats HAAP Winners

Chiawana students received thousands of dollars worth of scholarships through the Hispanic Academic Achievers Program on April 23. Liz Flores was awarded the
Fiesta Foods Scholarship for $10,000. She will attend University of Washinton. Othere winners are Kimberly Valdovinos, Lizbeth Chavez, Issavel Stephenson, Joel
Zavala, Karla Murillo, and Brisa Hernandez.

Senior Final Week
Schedule

Monday, June 7: 1st & 2nd period
finals
Tuesday, June 8: 3rd & 4th period
finals
Wednesday, June 9: 5th & 6th
period finals
(You will continue to attend classes all three of these
days.)
Thursday, June 10: Graduation
practice at Edgar Brown Stadium
Friday, June 11: Nothing scheduled. Keep turning in work if you
need it to graduate!

Seniors
Graduation
Information
Graduation is Saturday, June 12
at Edgar Brown Stadium.
There are three graduation
times: 4, 6, and 8 p.m.
All Seniors will be issued 5
tickets. Each person (including
children) entering the
Graduation ceremony will be
required to present their ticket,
for a limit of 5 persons per
graduate.
Keep in mind that having tickets
in hand are not a “guarantee of
graduating”. Seniors still need
to pass required classes in order
to be able to participate in the
graduation ceremony.
Requests can be made for
extra tickets. Extra tickets are
limited and not guaranteed.
WATCH FOR AN EMAIL ON
TUESDAY JUNE 1 with an Extra
Ticket Request Form. Fill out
the form and get it to the B
Wing Office by Thursday June 4
at 3:30. Tickets will be awarded
via a lottery system until all
tickets are exhausted.
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Baccalaureate is a non-denominational worship service for seniors and their families.

8 What’s Hot
Everybody’s Got Game

G

by Angel Cruz Rodriguez

aming is
one of the
worlds
entertainments for teens,
adults, and little kids
around the world.
Gaming is about having fun, connecting
with each other, making new friends. This
is the reality of it.
Gaming is a whole
other world full of
experience that takes
us for a ride with
new challenges,
obstacles, strategies,
and teamwork. What
makes gaming fun is
that it allows you to
do things you really
wouldn’t be able to
in real life such as
have superpowers, fly,
teleport, level up, upgrade your weapons,
and even collect loot
that could be common, rare, or ultra-rare, even legendary.
Many gamers are in
it for that: collecting
rare items. For some
of us it’s for the pow-

er or being rich. But
that doesn’t always
work. To get what
you want, you’ve
got to be skilled and
have strategies to
defeat your enemies.
You can’t just go in
and expect to win the
game. The enemies
can easily take you
down and it’s game
over because they
were ready to attack.
Not all games
are about fighting.
For example, in the
Mario Brothers games
you have to jump on
the mushrooms or
turtles and come to
defeat the boss. You
have to have a plan
for how you’re going
to take him down and
save the princess.
I’m pretty sure
you’re getting the picture of gaming. If not,
let’s put it in a simple
way. Did you ever see
those gamers on the
internet there on a PC
computer with a keyboard? They scream

Don’t
Miss It!

College and Career
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Newsletter
in your email Fridays.

“let’s go!!” and hundreds of hundreds of
people watch. That’s
gaming.
Being honest here,
you don’t always
need a $1000 gaming
PC (which means
personal computer). You can have a
PlayStation 3 and still
play and have fun. It
doesn’t matter how
old your systems are;
you can still have lots
of fun with friends
and family playing
the old Mario or
Pac-man and Sonic,
because gaming is
gaming.
Gaming is what lets
us have fun. It brings
us together. There are
more than 7.8 billion
people. Some of those
billions play video
games across the
world, which means
gaming will never
end.
There are so
many games to play.
There are adventure,
puzzles, fighting,
building, much more.
Gaming allows us to
create another of us
but in a game kind of
like when we dream
that we were this cool
superhero and gaming
brings that to life.
This is gaming!!!

Music Notes

J

by Zayden Warner

ermaine Cole, also known as J. Cole, is a
rapper born from the depths of Frankfurt,
Germany but later grew up in Fayetteville,
North Carolina. Cole released his debut
album, The Come Up, May 4, 2007 with help of
Jay-Z, another wealthy and successful lyricist.
Cole had many achievements after graduating
college and later created his own record label,
known as Dreamville. Cole is known for his
magnificent albums like the fan favorite, 2014
Forest Hills Drive, which sold over a million
copies as it went triple platinum in 2014.
The Dreamville rapper finally dropped another album, three years after KOD released.
J. Cole is a man with many talents, with
basketball being one of them as well. He has
recently signed with the Rwanda Patriots
BBC, expected to play in the Basketball Africa
League soon.
Hopefully, J. Cole can inspire everyone
with his many abilities and give you a positive
mindset where you can do anything as long as
you work hard towards it and truly believe in
yourself.

O

by Samantha Whitten

n April 20, music artists Aldn and
Glaive released a new song called,
“what was the last thing u said”. Aldn
posted a picture on his Instagram
story, hinting at a new song featuring the popular hyper pop artist, Glaive, which made fans
excited.
As was hinted, a couple days later, Aldn
dropped the song. The meaning behind the song
is Aldn broke up with his girlfriend, and he
misses her but not what they have been through,
so he puts on a VR headset (in the music video)
and lives in a virtual reality where the things he
has been through with her never existed.
Make sure to take a listen, it is definitely
worth it if you are a fan of hyper pop! It is available on Apple Music, Spotify, Soundcloud, and
YouTube.
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What Are You Watching Lately?

C

by Jaimes Bernhard

hildren of the Sea tells you the story of Ruka, who struggles to find her place in the world
after she is kicked off her sports team, leaving her with nothing to do for summer break.
Ruka spends most of her time away from home to avoid her alcoholic mother. She goes
to the aquarium her father works at to visit, but instead she finds a young boy named Umi
and his older brother, Sora, both of whom were raised by dugongs. Together they experience wonders of a lifetime in the sea.
This movie is visually stunning, the sea creatures are incredibly detailed, and the character
designs are amazing. In some spots the movie can be hard to follow, but it’s still enjoyable. Every
character in this show almost tells their own story as you’re watching. The pacing is slow, but I
think it’s very appropriate for the way the director wanted this story to be told. You felt like you
were going on this journey with them on your summer break too. Overall, I would give this movie a
five-star rating. This will become a story I come back to again and again.

I

Want to Eat Your Pancreas tells you the story of a boy and a girl that he meets, named Sakura. Sakura has a terminal pancreatic illness. She has come to terms with her illness and starts
writing a book called “Living with Dying”.
This movie broke my soul in two. They both get so close to telling each other how they feel,
but they fall just a little short, just missing each other. It’s frustrating, soul wrenching, but still all at
the same time one off the most beautiful stories I have watched. You see Sakura give her whole self
to the boy and you see him finally open up too.
This story is amazing and I would definitely recommend this movie to anyone who enjoys the romance genre, or a movie that makes you wanna cry. I Want to Eat Your Pancreas is a perfect movie
for the trope of just missing each other, missing their time to be together.

S

k8 the Infinity tells you the story of Langa and Reki, two 17-year-old boys who love skateboarding and hanging out with friends. Reki introduces Langa to skateboarding one day after
school. Langa had just moved to Japan from Canada because of his father’s death. Langa
and Reki both find each other at the perfect time and they become the best of friends.
Every character in this show is very dynamic and they don’t leave out characters or ignore their
stories to focus on the main characters. This show kept you on your toes after every episode in the
best way possible. Every race kept you on the edge of your seat.
I would give this show five stars because the season ending was satisfying and all of the characters were given proper stories and weren’t just used to fill space. I’m really excited to see if there’s
going to be a season two or not, I really hope there is; I want to see where this story goes.

C

ells at Work! takes you into the world of personified cells in a human body. The main characters are a clumsy red blood cell and a strong white blood cell who became good friends.
This show teaches you about the human body while also giving you action when the
white blood cell has to kill bacteria. The art style is surprisingly cute and as soon as you
see the little platelets you fall in love.
I learned a lot about the different cells in the human body and how our bodies react when germs,
bacteria, or even heat exhaustion take over the body.
This is labeled as a comedic anime and it’s just that. It almost reminds you of childhood watching
Magic School Bus, but I would say this show is more immersive and, obviously, more comedy than
education based.
I would give this show five stars because you can have a little action, but this show is also quite
comforting.

Just for Fun

2021-22
ASB &
Class
Officers

ASB Officers
Isaiah Anderson
Connor Mendez
Isaac Hoag
Kylie Buttars
Alivia den Hoed
Brooklyn Arroyo
Alissa Valdovinos
Class of 2022
Mady Bleazard
Tamara Reyes
Brianna Castro
Moriah Tebay
Erika Alvarez
Class of 2023
Sierra Larios
Ava Suarez
Lexi Garcia
Hailee Mendez
Oliva Mercer
Class of 2023
Isabel Anderson
Isabella Hoag
Maya Lopez
Ryley Allen
Samantha Quiroga
Ella Lehrman

Wed. 6/2/21:
Class of 2021 Graduation Committee Meeting
1:30pm via Zoom
Thurs. 6/3/21:
Wrestling HOME vs. Pasco and Southridge
Bowling HOME vs. Kennewick
Scrap Pile opening night
Fri. 6/4/21:
Vaccination Site at Chiawana from 8am-10:30am
Boys Basketball @ Southridge
Girls Basketball HOME vs. Southridge

Blood Drive
June 15 12-5
Church of the Nazarene
7305 W. Court, Pasco

Sponsored by Class of ‘22 and
Communities in Schools
Age 16 and up

Sat. 6/5/21:
Senior Fest 10am-2pm
Boys Basketball HOME vs. Kennewick
Girls Basketball @ Kennewick
Wrestling @ Hermiston
Mon. 6/7/21
Wrestling @ Sunnyside
Tues. 6/8/21
Bowling @ Pasco
Wed. 6/9/21
The Squawk during both lunches in the grass
behind A Wing.
Boys Basketball HOME vs. Walla Walla
Girls Basketball @ Walla Walla
Wrestling @ Hermiston

