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Pasco School District No. 1 
Board of Directors’ Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, April 25, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

C. L. Booth Education Service Center, 1215 West Lewis Street, Pasco, WA  99301 
M I N U T E S 

 
    
 
STUDY SESSION – 4:30 PM   Superintendent Annual Work Plan Mrs. Michelle Whitney 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
President Lehrman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by an opening statement on 
policy and procedure.   
 
FLAG SALUTE  
Mr. Lehrman introduced Rowena Chess Elementary Principal Dora Noble who then introduced students 
who are part of the Champion mentorship program where students benefit from New Horizon High 
School students mentoring young students.  Chess students include Chris Suarez, Cruz Hernandez, 
Miranda Flores, Bianca Guerrero, Yanira Akino, Jada Alvarado, Marco Cortes, Pedro DeGante, Daniel 
Delgado, Litzy Gonzalez, Christian Mendiola, Issaiaha Parada, Yazmin Quintero, Zachery Smith, 
Alejandro Vargas, Miguel Vasquez, Johnathan Zaragoza, Jesus Rivera and Alicia Amada.  The students 
then led the flag salute.  Student board representatives presented each student with a Pride of Pasco 
pin.   
 
Mr. Lehrman welcomed student’s parents and family members who attended.   
 
PRESENT  
Board of Directors’   Administrators  
Scott Lehrman, President Michelle Whitney, Superintendent  
Amy Phillips, Vice President Glenda Cloud, Deputy Superintendent (excused) 
Steve Christensen, Member Sarah Thornton, Assistant Superintendent 
Sherry Lancon, Member Erich Bolz, Assistant Superintendent   
Aaron Richardson, Member    
Misty Lace, Student Representative    
Evan Naef, Student Representative 
Jesus Mendoza, Student Representative   
 
Audience 
Mark Rudeen Howard Roberts, Jr. Shane Edinger 
Chris Suarez Cruz Hernandez Miranda Flores  
Bianca Guerrero  Yanira Akino  Erik Alderete  
Jada Alvarado  Marco Cortes  Pedro DeGante  
Daniel Delgado  Litzy Gonzalez  Christian Mendiola 
Issaiaha Parada  Yazmin Quintero  Zachery Smith  
Alejandro Vargas  Miguel Vasquez Johnathan Zaragoza 
Jesus Rivera Alicia Amada Jaime Morales 
Lindsey Morales Jaqueline Brewster Julie Stadelman 
Patti-Ann Williams Maria Sandoval Neddy Martinez 
Robin Hay Susan Sparks Deidre Holmberg 
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Megan Nelson Suzanne Hall Claudia Serrano  
Braydon Smith Rebecca Oxford Julia Dudley 
Christopher Babinger Sabrina Vargas Randy Nunamaker 
Alma Duran Michelle Smith Angel Rocha 
Seth Johnson Kathy Wright Marie Feryn 
Wisteria Edwards Jennifer Melendrez Tony Rubalcava 
Armando Castelle Toni Buechler Toya Alvarado 
Michelle Granbow Margarita Morfin Debra Thurston 
Marcia Stillwell Colleen Roddy Joy Dawson 
Kathlene Crowner Judy Church Ashley Fischer 
Brenda Wilson Efren Mendoza Kristi Docken 
Sarah Winakul Dora Noble Omar Escalara 
Jennifer Collins Melissa Allred Linda Grover 
Debbie Kibling    
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
On behalf of the board, Mr. Edinger recognized teachers in honor of Teacher Appreciation Week, May 
1 – 5 and National Teacher Day.  Mr. Edinger also honored Armando Rodriguez from Stevens Middle 
School who earned his National Board Certification this year. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Mr. Christensen moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of April 11, 2017 minutes as 
presented.  Ms. Lancon seconded the motion; the motion carried.  
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
Mrs. Whitney stated there would be an executive session according to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) Personnel.  
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
Mr. Lehrman explained that questions and comments are welcome after each report pertaining to the 
topic covered at that time.  He then opened the floor for comments on any other topics.  
 
There were no audience comments.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Dr. Richardson congratulated Chiawana High School athlete Jermaine Barnes for placing 1st in the 110 
hurdles at the Pasco Invite.  He believes that he has a very good chance of placing at the state level.  
Dr. Richardson attended the Stevens Middle School performance of Willy Wonka Jr., which was great 
and well attended.  His daughter won the “golden ticket” and won a little prize basket, which was 
exciting.  The students do this every year, and he hopes that they can continue the tradition.    
 
Ms. Lancon attended the Live United Celebration where her grandson Kyle Robinson was honored as 
the “Community Solutions Initiative Partner of the Year” for his support of Attendance Matters® and 
helping spread the message that every school day counts.  There were five community members 
nominated for the great work they do for the kids in our community.     
  
Mr. Christensen reported that he attended the Pasco Invite and had an opportunity to mingle and see 
different activities, stating that it is always reassuring to see the number of community members who 
come and volunteer.  Pasco hosts several big events each year such as the Pasco Invite, Best of the 
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West tournament and the State Cross Country event.  He is always impressed with the number of 
volunteers who continue to serve at these events.   
 
He announced the HAAP Awards event, April 28 and the AAAS Awards ceremony May 21 at the PHS 
auditorium.  Unfortunately, he will be unable to attend either of the events as he will be out of town.  
They are great events, and he encouraged others to attend to see our students recognized.    
 
Mr. Christensen reported that on the legislative front things are not moving very fast, but we are 
working with legislators on legislation that would allow us to site schools outside of the urban growth 
boundary.  We thought we had cleared that hurdle, but when it hit the governor’s desk there was 
something in there that he did not like, so we are not sure what will happen next.  We are also working 
on the delinking of high stake tests to graduation. Hopefully we can get some traction with at least the 
biology End-of-Course exams; others will still have to be worked on.  The biology piece is in process 
and we have an agenda item that addresses that topic later in the meeting.  As far as funding goes, 
that may be up in the air until the deadline, June 30.  He will keep us posted as he gets more 
information.   
 
Mr. Naef was unable to attend the Pasco Invite as he was playing a Tri-City Invite tennis tournament at 
the same time.   He reported that the Chiawana High School tournament went really well in spite of 
having to pause for lightening.  CHS participated in the Every 15 Minutes program, which was a great 
experience.  Although he was not a participant, as an observer he thought it was a very impactful 
program and got the point across.  He also attended a mixed choir festival Friday and Saturday, where 
McLoughlin did a fantastic job earning purple ribbons in both choral and jazz performances.  Chiawana 
did pretty good as well.  On Saturday, during their performance, the power went out and they 
performed in the dark providing a memorable experience.    
  
Mr. Mendoza reported that he participated in the Every 15 Minute program at NHHS.  It was very 
emotional and definitely worth the time.  He was also able to meet the kids that he will be mentoring in 
the Champion program.  He stated that it was an honor to be chosen to mentor young students and he 
will always do his best to be a good role model.   
 
Mr. Mendoza read a poem that he wrote in gratitude to our teachers:  

Thank you, thank you for all the hard work you’ve put into me and every student around you. 
Thank you for caring so much about me and my education at times when it seemed like I didn’t 
even care.   
Thanks to every teacher and staff. Thanks to my 5th grade teacher that told us to tuck in our shirts 
every morning before class and even though as a kid I never thought I’d say this, thank you for 
that as well.   
Thanks to the teachers that have helped us learn lessons that mean so much in school and in our 
lives.  So one more time, thank you to all teachers.  You make Pasco Proud!   

 
Miss Lace thanked teachers as well and said a special thank you to Riana, a Chess student who took 
the time to write her a special hand written thank you note.   
 
Mrs. Phillips reported that it was exciting to hear that Pasco was the district with the most kids in the 
Chess State Tournament.  She expressed her appreciation for all those teachers and advisors 
supporting that program.  She stated that there are so many things about chess that teach students 
better ways to use their brain, increase confidence levels, and increase mathematical skills.  She also 
reported that she was unable to attend the Pasco Invite as she was busy with spring sports with her 
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children and supporting their activities as a family.  She thanked the teachers for the impact they had 
on her life as well as her children’s lives.  In college she took a family history course and one of the 
tasks they were given was to acknowledge those who have made a difference in their lives.  When 
students are asked to acknowledge who their role models are, they almost always choose parents first 
and after parents, teachers.  She shared that research shows that if you really want to make a 
difference in the life of another person, besides being a parent, it is being a teacher.  She thanked 
teachers for all they do. 
 
Mr. Lehrman reported that he had another good experience attending the Pasco Invite with his 
children.  He thanked all the community volunteers and staff who help that event go off with very few 
hitches each year. He also visited four kindergarten classrooms at Mark Twain Elementary (1 bilingual 
and 3 other classrooms), and thanked teachers for allowing board members to stop by unannounced to 
see the great things they are doing in the classroom.   
 
Mr. Lehrman also thanked Jesus Mendoza for reading his poem to the teachers.  He stated that just 
seeing student’s give thanks like that, and through the achievements of students across the district, is 
a gift that is given to these teachers every day.  The greatest gift to teachers has to be seeing students 
succeed. Thanks to Jesus and thanks to all the students in the district who are doing great things and 
validating the great work that all our teachers are doing.  
 
Mrs. Whitney acknowledged her appreciation of teachers through an email that she received from a 
patron of Walla Walla. The email was a very heartwarming story about a trip she made to McDonalds, 
struggling to get through the front door with a stroller, walking into a sea of purple and white baseball 
uniforms, as they came over, opened the door for her and helped her inside.  The patron shared that 
on her way home this simple act of kindness literally made her cry.  It was great to hear from someone 
outside our district acknowledging our kids and making the connection that kids do that through the 
mentorship of the adults around them.  Again, the kids go out and are a reflection of the phenomenal 
work of our teachers, coaches and the adults that are with our kids every day.  It is through those 
great relationships that our students are so phenomenal.  She shared this email, which is only one of 
around twelve such emails she has received this year about how great our students are. Our kids do 
the right thing wherever they are and it is a reflection on our teachers and mentors.   
 
REPORTS/DISCUSSION   
Nutrition Services Update and Community Eligibility Provision Update – Ms. Kristen Blair provided the 
board with information from the Nutrition Services Department on schools participating in the 
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program and the need to increase school lunch prices to meet the 
stated federal standards. (USDA Average $2.86) 
 
The CEP is an option available under the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Child 
Nutrition Programs that allows schools with high numbers of low-income students identified via direct 
certification processes to serve breakfast and lunch at no cost to all students in the school without 
collecting school meal applications. 
 
The district introduced a pilot program in the 2015-2016 school year for the Community Eligibility 
Provision at Emerson and Stevens.  Since then the district has expanded the CEP to nine additional 
schools in the 2016-2017 school year.  Discussion followed.  
 
Mr. Lehrman asked for discussion on the CEP program.  After discussion, it was agreed that the CEP 
should remain as is for now, serving schools that qualify for 100% reimbursement.  The Nutrition 
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Services Department continues to monitor the program and if expansion is possible, Ms. Blair will return 
to the board with further information and recommendations.   
 
Mr. Lehrman then asked for discussion on the topic of raising meal prices.  After discussion, it was 
determined that Ms. Blair would bring the recommendation to raise meal prices to the May 9, 2017 
board meeting in order to maintain a self-funded program. 
 
There were no audience comments on either topic.  
 
Early Learning Center Naming Process – Mr. Erich Bolz updated the board on the process and 
parameters used in the naming process of the early learning center.   
 
The board approved the purchase of the Pasco Senior Center to renovate into an early learning 
center.  The facility will provide Early Childhood Education Assistance Program (ECEAP) and preschool 
students in the district's special education program to engage in inclusive learning 
opportunities.  Students with an individual education plan will receive all necessary therapies at the 
center.  A process to elicit input and involve members of the community was established to name the 
new facility.  Mr. Bolz recognized the work of the committee led by Kristi Docken.  He also thanked 
committee members Erin Hall-Lewis and Joy Dawson who were present.     
 
Board discussion followed around the proper pronunciation of the names provided and whether or not 
the names came from community input or committee input. The board discussed the process that was 
used and whether or not the board policy was too restrictive.    
 
Audience Comments 
Erin Hall-Lewis, naming committee member, stated that based on the current naming policy the 
parameters were quite narrow.   
 
Linda Grover, art teacher at Robinson, cautioned the board against using high profile names that may 
require copyright approval.  She likes “Alitas” as it would lend itself to several options.   
 
Kristi Docken believed that all the names submitted were considered, however, through the process of 
elimination based on the parameters, they believed that these options were the strongest.    
 
Brenda Wilson stated that our community is the one who passes bonds so we need to listen to our 
community when it comes to naming buildings we are asking them to pay for.   
 
Joy Dawson described each name recommended and their significance/meaning, stating that Alitas is 
not Spanish, but Latin based.   
 
Mr. Lehrman asked if the board approved of moving forward with the process that was used for 
naming, or if they would prefer to revisit the process.  Further board discussion determined that the 
majority would be happy honoring the work of the committee and the recommendations as they are.  
It was agreed that the policy on naming schools should be revisited to clarify the parameters before 
another naming takes place.   
 
Mr. Lehrman stated that the names would be brought back to the next board meeting for action.    
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ACTION ITEMS 
Approval of Curriculum Adoption Recommendations (Art, Spanish and Physical Education) – Mr. Bolz 
was available for questions.  The objective was to obtain board approval of the curriculum 
recommendations for Art, Spanish and PE.  An overview of the process that the committees followed 
and the recommendation from the Instructional Materials Committee (IMC) was provided at the April 
11, 2017 board meeting. 
 
The curriculum committees have been working on the adoption of instructional materials for Art, 
Spanish and PE.  The committees have presented their recommendations to the IMC and the IMC has 
unanimously approved the recommendations for Art, Spanish and PE.  The recommendations are as 
follows: 
 

1. Art Grades K-12 Davis Art Publications 
2. World Language-  

Spanish 
Grades 7-12 Asi se dice Series, McGraw-Hill 

Taller de Escritores, Vista Higher Learning 
Fuentes Lectura y Redacción, Heinle Cengage Learning 

3. Physical Education Grades K-12 Spark and 5 for Life 
 
Ms. Lancon moved to approve the Art, Spanish and PE curriculum adoption as presented. Mrs. Phillips 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken as follows; the motion carried.   
 
 Mr. Christensen – Yes  Ms. Lancon – Yes 
 Mr. Lehrman – Yes  Mrs. Phillips – Yes  
 Dr. Richardson – Yes 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Ms. Lancon moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Mr. Christensen seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken as follows; the motion carried.   
 
 Mr. Christensen – Yes  Ms. Lancon – Yes 
 Mr. Lehrman – Yes  Mrs. Phillips – Yes  
 Dr. Richardson – Yes 
 
Approved Consent Agenda items include:  

 Personnel – approval of routine personnel items as presented 
 Warrants 

o Warrant Date: April 7, 2017   
o General Fund warrants numbered 255348 in the amount of $9,000.00 
o Warrant Date: April 30, 2017                   
o Payroll Fund warrants numbered 255349-255352 in the amount of $3,099.38 
o Warrant Date:  April 14, 2017 
o General Fund warrants numbered 255353-255577 in the amount of $968,662.25 
o Capital Projects Fund warrants numbered 255578-255590 in the amount of $856,238.31 
o Associated Student Body Fund warrants numbered 255591-255610 in the amount of $41,880.21 

 School Improvement Plans 2016-17        
 2nd Reading: District Policy 2410 High School Graduation Requirements 
 Overnight Student Travel – Chiawana High School Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) 

Every 15 Minutes Shift Into Safety Program Preparation and Benton County Morgue Field Trip 
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 Overnight Student Travel – New Horizons High School Every 15 Minutes Shift Into Safety Program 
Preparation and Benton County Morgue Field Trip 

 Out of State Overnight Student Travel – Chiawana High School Speech and Debate Team to 
National Tournament in Birmingham, AL 

 Overnight Student Travel – Delta High School National History Day Team to the State Competition in 
Auburn, WA 

 Overnight Student Travel – Chiawana High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) to the State 
Convention and Career and Leadership Development Events in Pullman, WA 

 Out of State Overnight Student Travel – Pasco High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) to the 
State Convention and Career Leadership Development Events in Pullman, WA and University of 
Idaho Tour in Moscow, ID  

 Overnight Student Travel – New Horizons High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) to the State 
Convention and Career and Leadership Development Events in Pullman, WA  

 Pasco High School III Change Order No. 7  
 Approval of Letter to Legislators Regarding State Assessments Linked to Graduation Requirements 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
Mrs. Whitney stated that the next board meeting is scheduled for May 9 and will include special 
recognition of school nurses and the Columbia Center Rotary, early learning continuum of service 
update and more curriculum adoption recommendations.  There will also be a study session on the 
community facilities usage policy.   
 
Mrs. Whitney drew board members attention to her request for a special meeting June 6 at 4:30 for a 
study session with MGT, board and community builders combined.  This meeting will be a part of the 
process to meet collaboratively to discuss long-term facilities planning.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The board went into executive session at 8:18 p.m. according to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) Personnel.  The 
session is expected to take approximately 15 minutes and will include no action. Sarah Thornton, 
Assistant Superintendent of Legal Affairs will be joining the board.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Board of Directors adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
      
President of the Board    Secretary of the Board 


