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WCBPA-Washington Classroom-Based 
Performance Assessment 

A Component of the Washington State Assessment System 
The Arts 

 
 

Grade 10 Music 
Documentary Theme Song 

Revised 2008 
 

Student Name                                         _ 
 

Student Score – (Circle number) 

Creating 
4    3    2    1    0 

Responding 
4    3    2    1    0 
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Directions for Administering the 
Washington Classroom-Based Performance Assessment (WCBPA) 

Grade 10 Music 
Documentary Theme Song (New 2008) 

 
Introduction 

This document contains information essential to the administration of the Washington - 
Classroom Based Performance Assessment (WCBPA) of Music, Grade 10, Documentary 
Theme Song. 
 

1. Prior to administration, all students should have received instruction in the skills 
and concepts being assessed. 

 
2. Please read all information carefully before administering the performance 

assessment. 
 

3. This CBPA may be used as an integral part of instruction, and/or formative 
assessment, summative assessment, culminating project, alternative education 
packets of instruction, lesson plans, substitute plans, pre- and post- assessment, 
accumulating student learning data, individual student portfolio item, use of data 
teaming and individual /district professional development, professional learning 
communities, and in whatever capacity the teacher finds useful to improve arts and 
all instruction and student learning. 

 
Test Administration Expectations 
 
• The skills assessed by this item should be authentically incorporated into classroom 

instruction. 
• This assessment item is to be administered in a safe, appropriately supervised classroom 

environment following district policy and procedures. 
• All industry and district safety policies and standards should be followed in the preparation 

and administration of the CBPAs in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts. 
• Accommodations based upon student IEP or 504 Plan determine the administration of this 

assessment, such as teacher scribing student responses. 
• Culture, diversity, and religious mores/rules may require additional assessment 

administration modifications. 
  

Description of the Performance Assessment 

Students taking this performance assessment will respond to a performance task. 
• Response sheets are provided for the creation and notation of the jingle.  All written work 

must be completed on these student response sheets. 
• All performances must be saved with the highest quality of technology available to facilitate 

scoring and to document each student’s performance. 
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Materials and Resources 
 
Students will need the following materials and resources to complete this performance 
assessment: 
• classroom set of reproduced tasks, including the glossary of terms, 
• classroom set of reproduced student response sheets, 
• computer work stations/lab  
• computer/ sequencing or notation software/M.I.D.I. keyboard (optional) 
• USB flash/jump drive or CD-R or CD-RW for each student 
• pencils and erasers. 
 
Teacher Preparation Guidelines 

• This assessment is a solo/individual performance. 
• No pre-made “loops” are to be used. 
• Reproduce a classroom set of student task directions, glossary of terms, and student response 

sheets and rubrics found in the Student Task Booklet. 
• The students’ compositions need to be saved in such a way so that the student performance 

may be transferred to the teacher’s computer work station for accurate assessment. 
(Examples: WAV files, MP3 files, M.I.D.I. files, etc.) 

• Students may dictate response sheet answers for the teachers to scribe. 
 

Suggestions for Time Management 

Teachers may administer the task in the way that is most practical for their classrooms and the 
allotted time periods. The following three-day model is an example of how to administer the 
task. This task should be administered in 2 to 3 days. The time frame is based on a 45–60 minute 
class session for specialist and classroom teachers. Each individual instructor should tailor 
the administration of the task to his/her available class time and schedule. 
 

Day One Estimated Time: 
• 15 minutes: The teacher provides the class with the task and reads it aloud. 

The students may ask questions. The teacher answers any questions asked 
and distributes all materials. 

• 30 minutes: The students have 30 minutes to create the theme song. 
• 5 minutes: The teacher collects all materials. 

Day Two Estimated Time: 
• 5 minutes: The teacher distributes materials to the students. 
• 40 minutes: The students create and record their theme song. 
• 5 minutes: The teacher collects materials. 

Day Three Estimated Time: 
• 5 minutes: The teacher distributes materials. 
• 30 minutes: The students’ complete recording themes and write their responses. 
• 5 minutes: The teacher collects completed responses and recorded theme songs. 
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Test Administration 

Students may have as much time as they need to complete the task.  All students who remain 
productively engaged in the task should be allowed to finish their work.  In some cases, a few 
students may require considerably more time to complete the task than most students; therefore, 
you may wish to move these students to a new location to finish.  The teacher’s knowledge of 
students’ work habits or special needs may suggest that students should be assessed separately or 
grouped with similar students for the test. 
 
Provide the class with the reproduced student tasks prior to beginning the task.  The students will 
receive the task that follows.  Instruct the students to look at the task.  Have the students read the 
directions to themselves as you read them aloud.  Answer any questions the students may have 
before you instruct them to begin. 
 
Say: Today you will take the Grade 10 Washington Classroom-Based Performance 
Assessment (WCBPA) Arts Performance Assessment of Music entitled “Documentary 
Theme Song” 
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Documentary Theme Song 
 
 
An acquaintance of yours has asked you to compose an original main theme song to a video 
documentary being taped by the video production class.  The theme song will be played at the 
beginning and end of the documentary which will be reviewed by a panel of teachers and 
students for selection to be broadcast throughout the school.  The documentary will have one of 
the following themes:    

Skateboarding 
Ethnic Diversity 

Family Pets 
Theme/subject of your choice 

  
The review panel has asked that the theme song has at least three different instrumentation layers 
of which one must be percussion sounds.  The music is to be composed using a music 
sequencing computer program or a music notation computer program.   The theme song is to be 
saved in such a way as to ensure that the composition can be accessed by the review panel. 
 
The review panel is very interested in knowing why you chose the documentary topic, theme 
song instrumentation and the use of the musical elements in your composition. Therefore, you 
will be asked to write a brief summary about your music to accompany your documentary theme 
song. 
 
 
The review panel explains that you must meet the following task requirements when creating 
your theme song: 
 

• Choose the focus of your documentary.  
(Note to teacher and student: The student may select an alternative theme for his/her 
documentary with teacher approval.) 

• Compose a theme song that contains a minimum of two “related” instrument lines and 
one corresponding percussion line, using music sequencing software, music notation 
software or other types of available technology.  

• The theme song needs to be 15 to 25 seconds in length. 
• Use three or more of the musical elements in your theme song: 

• beat 
• tempo 
• rhythm 
• pitch 
• melody 
• harmony 
• texture 
• timbre/tone color 
• form 
• expression - dynamics, style, tempo, phrasing 
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• Title the theme song. 
•    As part of the response, list the instrumentation layers used in the composition. 
•    As part of the response, give an example of how three of the following musical 

elements, are expressed in the musical piece: Use three or more of the musical elements in 
your theme song: 

• beat 
• rhythm 
• pitch 
• melody 
• harmony 
• texture 
• timbre/tone color 
• form 
• expression - dynamics, style, tempo, phrasing 

 
• As part of the response, describe how the instrumental and percussion lines complement 

one another. 
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Response Sheet 
 

Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
1) Identify the focus of the documentary: 
       (circle one of these three choices) 

 Skateboarding    Ethnic Diversity  Family Pets            
 

Alternative theme/subject_______________________________________ 
 
2) Title of the theme song: 
 
 Theme Song Title: ____________________________________________________ 
 
3) Identify the instrumentation layers (texture) used in the theme song: 
 
 
4) Using music vocabulary, describe how you applied each musical element in your composition.  
 
First element: 
 
 
 
 
 
Second element: 
 
 
 
 
 
Third element: 
 
 
 
 

 
When listening to and reviewing your theme song – describe how your instrumental and percussion 
lines complement one another: 
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Washington Classroom-Based Performance Assessment (CBPA) 
Grade 10 

Documentary Theme Song 
Music Glossary 

 
beat  —         the steady pulse of music 
 
dynamics—the loudness and quietness of sound 
 
expression—the use of the elements of music (such as dynamics, style, phrasing, and tempo) 
to create a mood or feeling 
 
form —the basic structure of a musical piece  
 
harmony—sounding two or more tones at the same time 
 
key signature—the sharps or flats (or lack of) appearing on the left side of each staff to 
show the scale in which the music is written 
 
melody—a series of musical notes arranged one after another 
 
music elements—the basic components that make up musical compositions: beat, rhythm, pitch, 
melody, harmony, texture, timbre/tone color, form, expression (dynamics, style, tempo, phrasing) 
 
phrase—a natural division of the melodic line, comparable to a sentence of speech 
 
pitch—the highness or lowness of a tone 
 
rhythm—the pattern of musical movement through time 
 
style—the unique manner of a piece of music created by a combination of musical elements 
such as melody, harmony, and rhythm 
 
tempo—the pace at which a piece of music is performed 
 
texture—the character of music which results from the ways in which the vertical and horizontal                  
elements are combined 
 
timbre—the tone quality or tone color of a singing voice or a musical instrument 
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Documentary Theme Song 
 

Creating Rubrics (1.1, 1.2, 2.1) 
4 A 4-point response: The student shows a thorough understanding of communicating for 

a specific purpose by meeting all of the four task requirements listed below: 
• composes an original theme song with a minimum of two “related” 

instrumental lines, 
• composes an original theme song that includes one corresponding percussion 

line, 
• composes an original main theme song between 15 – 25 seconds in length, and 
• saves original main theme song so that it can be reviewed by others.  

3 A 3-point response: The student shows an adequate understanding of communicating 
for a specific purpose by meeting three of the four task requirements listed above. 

2 A 2-point response: The student shows a partial understanding of communicating for a 
specific purpose by meeting two of the four task requirements listed above. 

1 A 1-point response: The student shows a minimal understanding of communicating for 
a specific purpose by meeting one of the four task requirements listed above. 

0 A 0-point response: The student shows no understanding of communicating 
for a specific purpose by meeting none of the four task requirements listed above. 

 
 
 
Responding Rubrics (1.1, 1.2, 2.3) 

4 A 4-point response: The student shows a thorough understanding of communicating for 
a specific purpose by meeting all of the four task requirements listed below: 

• identifies and describes with appropriate music vocabulary one musical 
element, 

• identifies and describes with appropriate music vocabulary another music 
element,  

• identifies and describes with appropriate music vocabulary a third musical 
element, and 

• identifies and describes how the instrumental and percussion lines complement 
one another. 

3 A 3-point response: The student shows an adequate understanding of communicating 
for a specific purpose by meeting three of the four task requirements listed above. 

2 A 2-point response: The student shows a partial understanding of communicating for a 
specific purpose by meeting two of the four task requirements listed above. 

1 A 1-point response: The student shows a minimal understanding of communicating for 
a specific purpose by meeting one of the four task requirements listed above. 

0 A 0-point response: The student shows no understanding of communicating 
for a specific purpose by meeting none of the four task requirements listed above. 
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Scoring Notes 
 
The following scoring notes should be used as guidelines when scoring this item. 
 

• The main theme for a documentary must remain within 15 to 25 seconds. 
 

 


